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2022 Partisan Primary
Tuesday, August 9, 2022
City Of Milwaukee 
Here’s what will be on the ballot for the next election.
(This is a Partisan Primary election. You may only vote 
within one political party. You will be able to vote in 
non-partisan contests.)
DEMOCRATIC PARTY SECTION: If you vote in 
this section, you may not vote in any other party section. 
Note: Incumbents  Governor Tony Evers and  
Attorney General Josh Kaul are unopposed.

Lieutenant Governor - Democratic
Peng Her 
Sara Rodriguez

Secretary Of State - Democratic
Doug La Follette 
Alexia Sabor

State Treasurer - Democratic
Aaron Richardson
Angelito Tenorio
Gillian M. Battino

United States Senator - Democratic
Mandela Barnes- in a  June MU Law School Poll 
Barnes received support of  of 25% in the survey. Barnes 
beats Republican Senator Johnson by a couple of % in the 
Novemer election according to the poll. That is a tie.

Alex Lasry- though second in MU poll behind Barnes, in 
a surprise move Lasry has given his support to Mandela 
Barnes,
 Tom Nelson- has given his support to Mandela Barnes

See page 5 for a editorial on Godlewski:
Sarah Godlewski  MU Poll in June for primary 
shows  9% support. In November final she beats Senator 
Johnson by a percentage point, basically a tie.

Pre election polling 1% or less support for the following 
candidates -Marquette Law School Poll June 22.
Kou C. Lee 
Peter Peckarsky 
Steven Olikara 
Darrell Williams 

Milwaukee County Sheriff - Democratic
Thomas Beal 
Denita Renee Ball 
Brian Barkow 

Milwaukee County Clerk of the Circuit Court - Democratic
George Christenson 
Anna Maria Hodges 

Your representative for WI State Senate and WI State 
Assembly will vary by the ward you live in. If you live in 
Milwaukee and usually vote Democrat, most likely your 
State Senator or Assembly Representative is a Democrat 
and is unopposed. This is mostly due to “packing” of vot-
ing districts to assure only Democrats or Republicans can 
win in most districts. This is called Gerrymandering.
Currently this is done by the Republican party as they 
control the Assembly and Senate in Wisconsin. Democrats 
have done similar things in the past.
Many consider these practices anti-democratic.
More information can be found on candidate and this 
election on:
Ballotpedia and MyVote.WI.gov

REPUBLICAN PARTY SECTION: If you vote in this section, 
you may not vote in any other party section. 
We are not covering the  Republican candidates in the 
primary election.
But you can find information on line.

Tuesday August 9 Tuesday August 9

Mandela Barnes addresses supporters at a fund raiser on March 5, 2022. I beleive Barnes is the best candidate to represent Wis-
consin as a US Senator and has the best chance of beating  US Senator Republican Ron Johnson in November.  Riverwest Currents 
Editor and Publisher Vince Bushell. 

In a democracy established by and for the 
people, far too many of our leaders think 
the rules don’t apply to them, and they’ve 
failed to address the critical priorities of 
working Americans. We must hold our 
leaders accountable and build a democ-
racy that works for working people.
Elected officials are supposed to listen and 
be accountable to the voters who elected 
them. But today, corruption, special in-
terest influence, and polarization have 
stalled progress on common-sense issues 
that the vast majority of Americans sup-
port; from lowering the cost of health care 
and prescription drugs, to investing in 
local jobs and infrastructure, to tackling 
climate change and tax fairness. Mean-
while, wealthy corporations and special 
interests subvert the will of the voters by 
spending millions in dark money to influ-
ence elections and elected officials. And, 
over the past months, extreme politicians 
have even tried to overturn fair and secure 
elections — simply because they didn’t like 
the results.  
In a democracy, we should be able to fix 
this by making our voices heard at the bal-
lot box and holding our leaders account-
able for both their actions and inactions. 
Sadly, today, that accountability is under 
attack like never before. Across the coun-
try, lawmakers are proposing radical vot-
ing rights restrictions, limiting absentee 
and early voting, and even making it a 
crime for volunteers to hand out bottles 
of water to people waiting in line to vote. 
And even when voters overcome those ob-
stacles, their voices still are often drowned 

A plan for democracy that works for working people- 
the following information is from Mandela Barnes Campaign website

out by politicians who have rigged the 
system through partisan gerrymandering 
— literally picking which voters they want 
to represent, rather than the other way 
around.  
All of these attacks have a common thread: 
to remove all measures of accountability to 
the voters and rig the game so they can stay 
in power.  
It’s time to change that.
In Wisconsin, we’ve been on the front lines 
of this fight. While politicians and lobby-
ists rigged maps behind closed doors and 
made Wisconsin one of the most gerry-
mandered states in the country, Governor 
Evers and I led the charge for non-partisan 
reforms, fair maps, and access to the ballot 
box for every eligible voter. Unwilling to 
accept the will of the voters, Senator Ron 
Johnson now wants to bypass the biparti-
san Wisconsin Elections Commission and 
is proposing a full partisan takeover of our 
federal elections. 
Make no mistake, our democracy is on the 
ballot in 2022, and we need a United States 
Senator who has a plan to make elected 
officials accountable to the voters, to stand 
up to the corrupting influence of dark 
money, and to ensure the rights of voters 
are protected across this country.  
It’s time to deliver a clear message that 
America won’t allow those who would 
undermine our democracy to continue 
leading it. We must hold our leaders 
accountable. 
It’s not enough to simply stop the attacks 
on accountability and democracy. We have 
to build a system that works for everyone 

and elect leaders who won’t buy into 
false choices that pit us against one an-
other. It’s time for leadership that will 
bring us together to fix the system, to 
hold our leaders accountable, and to 
build a democracy capable of delivering 
the opportunities that allow all families 
to thrive. 
As your next United States Senator, I will 
bring together people from across the 
partisan divide to:
• Stop big corporations and 
special interests from buying political 
influence
• End partisan gerrymandering
• Pass a new voting rights act
• Enhance election security and 
crack down on foreign interference
• End the Senate’s filibuster
• Protect against election 
subversion
• Strengthen ethics rules for 
elected officials
 Thank you for reading this plan. If you 
have feedback on this plan, you can reach 
me at www.MandelaBarnes.com/democ-
racy to let me know your thoughts.
— Mandela Barnes
Stop Special Interests and Big Money 
from Influencing our Elections
For far too many politicians, the voters 
are no longer their number one priority. 
Thanks to the Supreme Court’s decision 
in Citizens United, corporate special in-
terests dump millions into Super PACs 
to influence our elections. Meanwhile, 
millionaires and billionaires pour 
see Mandela Barnes p3
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 - 2022 
Noon to 7 pm

 AA  MMeettaapphhyyssiiccaall  FFaallll  FFeessttiivvaall::  
PPaaggaann  PPrriiddee  --  FFrreeee  EEvveenntt  

Open to the Public
 Ceremony begins at 6pm

Moose Lodge
5476 South 13th Street

 Milwaukee, WI
Between Layton & Grange Ave.

Free Workshops,Readings, 
Food, Fun, Kids' Activities 
Info-Sandra: 414-350-4291 or  

Ravenwolf@wi.rr.com 
sponsored by: Fellowship of Alternative Beliefs

FOR APPOINTMENTS

AUGUSTAUGUST 
CALENDAR

(as of July 25)

Saturday, August 13th
Center Street Daze 
Music Stage at Weil & Center
n  Kendraplex & The 
Cosmic Impact 
Channel  
Grooving improvised music 
group inzane for the new peace 
generation.

n  Urbanites 
Roostsy vibe of reggae, ska, 
dub hip hop & neo-soul with 
original songs and select reggae 
standards.

n  Jesse Montijo & Star 
People 
Saxophone virtuoso Jesse Montijo 
is joined by other adventurous 
navigators of musical terrains.

n  The Dave Bayles 
Group 
Renowned drummer Dave Bayles 
& his jazz all-star group.

Saturday, August 20th
The PJ’s Jam
Jaylan Higgins presents a variety of 
hip hop artists including Fokused, 
Shadi Kali and Shaun Kadelle.
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926 E Center Street

jazzgallerycenterforarts.org

Variety Show the Musical Play  with Theresa Columbus  returning to Milwaukee with an assemblage of imaginative & talented collaborators  performing music  and short plays. Date TBA  ...see website for more info...

Brostoff attended the festivities in Gordon Park on the 4th of July.  He was there with his wife and 3 children, they 
youngest, at 3 montys was on his back. Brostoff proudly wore  a “Stand With Planned Parenthood t-shirt.
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Mandella Barnes for US Senate continued from page 1   Editorial

Johnson’s attempts to lead a partisan take-
over of Wisconsin’s Federal elections. 
• Mandela will work to make it a 
federal crime for any person to intimidate, 
coerce, or harass an election worker.
• Mandela will strengthen dem-
ocratic safeguards so that no person nor 
party has the power to arbitrarily over-
rule the outcome of free, fair, and secure 
elections.
Strengthen Ethics Rules for Elected 
Officials
Elected officials should be held to the high-
est standards, but right now, ethics rules 
essentially condone behavior like insider 
trading among members of Congress, and 
the Congress-to-lobbyist pipeline remains 
as robust as ever. With ethics laws this 
loose, it’s no wonder questions are being 
raised about how Senator Ron Johnson 
doubled his personal wealth during his 
time in the Senate. In the Senate, Mandela 
won’t stand for weak ethics and corrupt 
behavior, and he’ll work to hold himself 
and his colleagues accountable.
• Mandela will work to ban Mem-
bers of Congress from owning individual 
stocks, to prevent insider trading and 
self-enrichment.
• Mandela will work to stop the re-
volving door and limit Members of Con-
gress from lobbying their colleagues and 
serving on corporate boards.
Mandela Barnes has been endorsed by 
groups that are leading the fight for ac-
countability and voting rights, including 
End Citizens United, Let America Vote, 
and Vote from Home. 

money into their own campaign accounts 
and personal Super PACs, making them 
answerable to no one. This big money 
spending shuts out authentic grassroots 
support, and encourages the election of 
politicians like Senator Ron Johnson — 
who then turns around and delivers tax 
breaks for his wealthiest donors. 
That’s unacceptable –  it’s time to get cor-
ruption and big money and corporate 
special interests out of politics for good. 
Mandela Barnes fundamentally believes 
that leaders are best equipped to stand up 
for Wisconsin when their support stems 
from regular, everyday people. That’s why 
Mandela’s campaign isn’t taking a dime 
from corporate PACs, and it’s why he 
won’t self-fund his campaign.
• In the Senate, Mandela will fight 
for a constitutional amendment that over-
turns the Citizens United decision and 
puts political power back in the hands of 
the people of Wisconsin.
• Mandela will also support legis-
lation like the DISCLOSE Act and Honest 
Ads Act that will help shine a light on 
those secretly spending money to influ-
ence elections and public policy.
End Partisan Gerrymandering
In a democracy, voters are supposed to 
pick their politicians. But across our coun-
try, all too often politicians are picking 
their voters. That’s what Republican lead-
ers are trying to do right now in Wiscon-
sin, where they’ve held on to power in the 
legislature for a decade thanks to rigged 
partisan maps drawn by politicians and 
lobbyists behind closed doors. 
Now they’re trying to once again lock in 
their power and avoid facing the voters for 
another decade with gerrymandered maps 
that prioritize partisan power over the will 
of the voters. As Lieutenant Governor, 
Mandela Barnes has fought back against 
these partisan attacks and worked with 
Governor Evers to create a nonpartisan 
redistricting commission. But Republican 
leaders haven’t listened to the nonpartisan 
commission, that’s why we need the fed-
eral government to act to depoliticize the 
map-drawing process.
• In the Senate, Mandela will fight 
for national redistricting reform guided 
by the simple principle that voters should 
pick their elected leaders, not the other 
way around.
Pass a New Voting Rights Act
The right to vote is sacred. It is the corner-
stone upon which all of our other demo-
cratic norms and values lie. And while so 
many extreme politicians want to make it 
harder to vote for their own gain, Mandela 
believes that we should make it easier to 
exercise our fundamental rights in our 
democracy.
• In the Senate, Mandela will fight 
to pass the John Lewis Voting Rights Act 
to protect the right to vote and crack down 
on voter suppression efforts.
• Mandela will fight to expand on-
line voter registration and implement au-
tomatic and same-day voter registration 

across the country. 
• Mandela will fight to make elec-
tion day a national holiday, so that every 
American has an opportunity to cast a 
ballot, and because elections should be an 
opportunity to celebrate and reaffirm our 
fundamental democratic principles. 
• Mandela will work to expand 
opportunities for early-voting, mail-in 
voting, and expand election infrastructure 
to cut down on long lines, so that every eli-
gible American can access the ballot box.
Enhance Election Security and Crack 
Down on Foreign Interference
From Russia to Iran, foreign adversaries 
have launched campaigns to try to under-
mine our free and fair elections with cash, 
influence campaigns, and cyber espio-
nage. Mandela believes we have to step up 
and defend our elections and democratic 
process. 
• Mandela will work to crack down 
on foreign disinformation campaigns that 
destabilize our democracy. 
• Mandela is committed to passing 
comprehensive election security legisla-
tion, and removing loopholes that allow 
foreign corporations to funnel cash into 
some of our elections.
• In the Senate, Mandela will en-
hance election cybersecurity to prevent 
hackers from undermining our elections. 
He’ll work to ensure that we have manda-
tory paper ballot backups across the coun-
try to make our elections more secure.
End the Filibuster
For our democracy to endure, it must 
serve all of our best interests. From health 
care to job creation, from climate change 
to investing in education, the vast major-
ity of Americans agree on commonsense 
solutions to some of our nation’s biggest 
challenges. But standing in the way is the 
Senate’s filibuster, which is being used as 
a weapon by the minority to stop popular 
reforms from passing. The filibuster is 
why Ron Johnson’s prayers for “gridlock” 
are answered all too often.
• In the Senate, Mandela will vote 
to end the filibuster so that we can move 
forward and deliver for working families 
in Wisconsin.
Protect Against Election Subversion
At the heart of our democracy is respect. 
Respect for your neighbor, respect for 
your community and your country, and 
respect for the outcomes of our free, fair, 
and secure elections. We cannot let that 
fundamental respect break down, and 
that’s why it’s so concerning that bad actors 
in our political system refuse to accept and 
respect the outcome of our elections. Now 
those extreme elements are going further, 
threatening election officials, launching 
expensive and partisan sham audits of 
election outcomes, and now trying to put 
in place procedures to overrule election 
outcomes they don’t agree with. Mandela 
knows how dangerous and destabilizing 
election subversion is, and he’ll work to 
stop it. 
• Mandela will stand up to Ron 
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by Lee Gutowski
 

Technical glitches and computer frus-
tration caused some extra work for 
our featured neighbor, Kim Kosmitis, 

and I in making this article a reality. Kim, 
the founder and executive director of Riv-
erwest Outdoor Educational Adventures 
(FB @riverwestoutdoors; website  river-
westoutdoors.org), cracked me up when he 
called the computer and phone stuff “the 
bane of my existence.” So, for the first few 
minutes of our second interview – which 
he was kind enough to do after “technol-
ogy” made my first notes and interview 
recording disappear into the ether – we 
shared our mutual annoyance.

But Kim’s tenacious spirit shines 
through, regardless of how, say, a wonky 
iPhone or a “disappeared” Word document 
might irritate him. And his lifelong love of 
the outdoors has laid the foundation for 
the career/s he’s still active in, even as he 
nears what many folks might consider re-
tirement age. (Plus, he’s been able to have 
his employees, who grew up with the social 
media, etc., take over those duties for him 
in his business.) 

Riverwest Outdoor Educational Adven-
tures (ROEA) keeps him busy all year long, 
but especially in summertime, as he man-
ages “camps” for city kids and teens who get 
to kayak, canoe, bike and climb amidst the 
Milwaukee’s “nature” -- the parks, rivers, 
woods and trails we’re lucky to have right 
here in town. 

The morning of our first (now lost, 
alas) interview, Kim had been at the river in 
Lincoln Park, getting kayaks and kids out 
on the water for a paddle. And before our 
second interview, Kim, with the help of his 
employees,  had already been busy with a 
hiking program that had 16 kids exploring 
the Milwaukee River basin from Estabrook 
Park to Hubbard Park. 

Right after we finished our second in-
terview, Kim was on his way to another 
of his jobs; this one at Turner Hall, where 
he manages the climbing gym and where 
Riverwest Outdoors (as he refers to ROEA) 
operates the climbing gear pro shop. “It was 
only supposed to be a two-year stint,” he 
laughs, “but now I’ve been at Turner for 25 
years.” 

Kosmitis has also taught outdoor rec-
reation – kayaking, rock and ice climbing, 
snowshoeing, canoeing, and rappelling – at 
UWM for 33 years. “Before Act 10 hap-
pened, I was able to teach in the summers, 
too.” He continues to teach at UWM during 
the school year. Talk about longevity. All 
this activity keeps him quite spry, although 
he does suffer from arthritic aches and 
pains that go with aging.

Kim has hired young staffers who he’s 
proud to be paying $15 per hour for start-
ers; the more experience they have, the 
more he pays. “This year I have a few staff 
who are old ‘campers’ of mine, who came 
back to work with me after doing programs 
with Riverwest Outdoors.”

Summers have Kim and his staff doing 
programs that alternate weekly with differ-
ent rec centers, while during the school year 
they do their programming with commu-
nity learning centers (CLCs) at alternat-
ing schools including Escuela Fratney and 
Gaenslen School in Riverwest. “It’s always 
been my goal to make these cool outdoor 
activities accessible to city kids who don’t 
have as much opportunity to do this kind 
of thing,” he explains. 

Neighbor Spotlight: Kim Kosmitis

Not only does Kosmitis pay his em-
ployees well, but he also keeps the prices of 
his programs low enough to be affordable 
for schools and CLCs yet still allow him 
to “break even, with a little bit of profit.” 
Crunching the numbers on one of their lat-
est kayaking excursions showed that it cost 
just under $20 per participant for two and 
a half hours of activity, including transpor-
tation to and from the site (and popsicles in 
the shade for all once they pulled the kayaks 
out of the water).

Well, how did he get here?

Kim grew up in Sherman Park, which 
he remembers fondly as being a vibrant 
community with many and diverse small 
businesses as well as the big, booming A.O. 
Smith plant on the neighborhood’s edge. 
He went to 38th St. School in Sherman 
Park and joined the Boy Scouts, which ran 
his troop out of a church on North Avenue 
and 38th. It was in Boy Scouts that he got 

to indulge his outdoorsy interests; while a 
Scout, he got to experience camping, ca-
noeing and other outdoor adventures. 

He got into rock climbing when he took 
a class through Dairyland Expeditions. 
They did some climbs at Devil’s Lake, and 
he was hooked. Thirty-some years later, 
he remains friends with the person who 
taught that first climbing class. Through 
the years he’s taken groups to Devil’s Lake 
and Governor Dodge Park for climbing 
expeditions. He also got into ice climbing 
since then and added it to his program-
ming repertoire. 

Kosmitis attended UWM and got his 
degree in community recreation “with an 
emphasis on the outdoors.” From 1974 to 
1988, he worked at the Boys & Girls Club 
while between semesters of college and 
even after graduating, while working other 
jobs at the same time. Many of these jobs 
(such as at Bayview Community Center, 
and Neighborhood House) were through 
government funded programs which “went 

away” when the programs ended.
In 1989, Kim started a business out of 

his home, selling camping gear and the 
like. Not long after, he moved into a store-
front space at 1000 E. Center Street. “The 
store only lasted for like two years. There 
was no foot traffic in the winter because 
it was super cold one year, and people 
were just staying indoors. Plus, the city 
was replacing the bridges on North and 
Locust Streets, so cars weren’t driving by 
there much either.” Undeterred, Kosmitis 
went back to running his business out of 
his house. 

He bought six used canoes, started 
making contacts with local parks, and 
commenced to doing canoe trips with 
students. Two of his female friends 
were his first staffers. “None of us were 
over 5’7” – not exactly the tallest bunch 
of people – so we called ourselves the 
‘Smurf staff.’” As the business progressed, 
he bought kayaks and climbing gear. 
“There was a lot of call for biking, espe-
cially for central city kids, because many 
of them didn’t have bikes,” he recalls. “I 
was renting bikes for the kids for a while, 
but that got pretty expensive, so I started 
buying bikes. I had some nice Schwinn

mountain bikes donated to me, then I 
added more bikes I found at swap meets 
and the like. Plus, Dream Bikes is a great 
place for getting good, affordable bikes.” 

Other than looking forward to camp-
ing and canoeing with his grandchildren 
once they’re old enough, Kosmitis is 
planning another endeavor for the fu-
ture. “I’m trying to work with another 
agency and want to start a youth training 
program for outdoors – to get people in-
volved in the retail end of it and taking 
people out on excursions and stuff. And 
I think there’s money out there to help 
me with the funding … Other, much 
less segregated cities than Milwaukee are 
doing it well … We need to show kids of 
color in Milwaukee, ‘look, you can get 
into this field. It’s a great field to be in, 
and you can make a decent living at it.’” 
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Sarah Godlewski  
for US Senate
by Adam Krueger

****
Sarah Godlewski is a proud fifth-genera-
tion Wisconsinite with strong roots in rural
Wisconsin who grew up in a family of hunt-
ers. Sarah therefore respects the enshrined
rights of the second amendment and the 
constitution but hopes to make what she 
calls common-sense gun reform.

Since 2019, Godlewski has served as State 
Treasurer of Wisconsin, a state which
studies show has the worst racial economic 
inequality in the United States. Despite this
complicity in systemic racial inequality, 
Sarah believes she can advance an agenda 
of social justice.
Sarah is committed to progressive environ-
mentalism aiming to get lead and harmful
chemicals such as nitrates and PFAS out of 
the drinking water. Godlewski hopes to
transfer from brown energy to green en-
ergy, improving electric and energy sup-
ply. She plans to reduce emissions and con-
serve natural resources to help clean the air 
and water.
Godlewski proclaims a strong desire to 
pass the John Lewis Voting RightsvAd-
vancement Act and has desires to abolish 
the filibuster. 
Additionally, Godlewski aimsto make 
election day a holiday and to crack down 
on partisan gerrymandering. Godlewski 
believes affordable health care and mental 
health care are basic rights.
Sarah wishes to strengthen the Affordable 
Care Act, and wants Medicare to cover
dental, hearing, and vision. Godlewski 
hopes to allow Medicare to negotiate for 
lower drug prices and wants to work to cap 
prescription costs and the price of common 
drugs such as insulin.
Godlewski claims to be a proponent of 
social justice. Godlewski promises to 
co-sponsor the Equality Act and Thera-
peutic Fraud Prevention Act to ban conver-
sion therapy nationwide. Godlewski hopes 
to make systemic reform to the criminal 
justice system with aims for greater equity. 
Godlewski is the only woman candidate 
labeling her pronouns as she/her on her 
social media. She has been an unwavering 
supporter of the right to abortion.
Sarah Godlewski promises to fight for 
middle class families.  She believes the tax 
system is broken and wants to fight for a 
wealth tax. Godlewski supports the raising 
of minimum wage to fifteen dollars an hour 
and believes she can work together with
Republicans to offer economic relief to 
struggling families.

Editorial:
Note: Krueger had also researched the Alex Las-
ry’s canidacy for US Senate. Lasry has recently 
discontinued his campaign and thrown his 
support to Mandela Barnes in the Democaratic 
Primary for the US Senate seat to be decided in 
the November 2022 election. Godlewski is still in 
the race as of our publishing date with a long list 
of also rans. Godlewski is the candidate remain-
ing with significat polling numbers. However the 
primary race seems destined to go to Barnes.

Meet Priscilla Coggs-Jones Milwaukee County Supervisor District 13
By Austin Greenberg., additional notes by 
Vince Bushell, interview is edited for space 
considerations.

Priscilla Coggs-Jones was elected (in a special 
election) and sworn into the Milwaukee County 
Board of Supervisors in April 2021 to represent the 
10th District. 

Supreme Moore Okmunde represented most of 
this area before being elected as a State Representa-
tive and thus  resigned his post as Supervisor.

Due to the April 18, 2022, decennial redistrict-
ing, Coggs--Jones  now represents the 13th District, 
to which she was elected on April 5, 2022. County 
Supervisor terms are two years.

All this map jumping is confusing, but we wel-
come Coggs-Jones and will work too build a bridge 
to understanding this neighborhood which she is 
representing.

Riverwest was represented by Supervisor Willie 
Johnson for years, and Johnson is still serving as a Su-
pervisor but also in redrawn boundaries that extend 
North and only includes the area of Riverwest near 
Capitol Drive. 

 
The attached map (jump page ) shows the bound-
aries of the new 13th District with most of Riverwest 
within its boundaries.

When asked about her familiarity with 
Riverwest, Coggs-Jones, like many not familiar 
with the boundaries of the East Side, Riverwest, 
Harambee and points west, made some errors in 
geography. Restaurants east of the Milwaukee 
River are not in Riverwest and not in her district. 
She is new to her office and territory she 
represents, so that can be forgiven. There is plenty 
of time to become familiar with the resources 
available in Riverwest. As a neighbor hood with 
an active voter base and proud of our place and 
assets, the purpose of this article is to familiarize 
both the Supervisor and the voters of this change 
in representation.

RC: Is this a part time position.

PCJ: This is technically drafted as a part-time 
position, but it definitely requires your full-time 
attention to all concerns.

RC: Do you have other employment besides 
this?

PCJ: Yes, I do. So, I actually wear many different 
hats, Austin. I am a Milwaukee Public Recreation 
referee for MPS [Milwaukee Public Schools]. I’ve 
been doing that for about 11 years. But, I will call 
it my ‘meat and potatoes’ role, would be working 
for the State of Wisconsin as a career navigator. 
And pretty much working for the [Department 
of] Workforce Development, helping those find 
employment, build more confidence, motivational 
speaking, things like that.

RC: Do you know how many hours you devote 
each week to each position?

PCJ: Well, my state role is full-time, my 
county role is part-time, and most of those hours 
of my activities happens after 4:30 p.m. And it’s a 

lifestyle, you can’t really have a cookie-cutter idea 
way of approaching this. It always has to be hands 
on deck. So that’s why I’m truly grateful for my 
assistant, who also works for the District as well.

RC: Chandra?

PCJ: Chandra, yes. And also, you know, 
community neighborhood associations, and 
community activists, and things of that nature, 
just kind of keeping me in the loop. Kind of being 
those eyes and ears out there on the ground, 
when I may not be able to attend or be around.

RC: So, I know that that sort of part-time 
status for the supervisor position has been in 
place for your entire term, but you might have 
mentioned it a little bit already, but how do you 
feel it affects your job, the Board, and the County 
as a whole.

PCJ: No, not at all. I separate the two. I address 
situations accordingly. In the event that there are 
engagements that does attend to my time maybe 
during normal business hours, I guess you can 
say, that’s where I would take vacation time and 
tend to those county events or engagements and 
so forth. So, it’s all about flexibility to be perfectly 
honest. Yes, I know that working this role in a 
part-time fashion, but definitely attends to a full-
time matter, can be tricky. To some people, it may 
be like, ‘how do you do it?’ I really can’t give you 
an explanation. I just do it, to be perfectly honest, 
and it’s about prioritizing.

But I’m glad you brought that up because, you 
know, I find it unfair that the Milwaukee County 
Board is part-time, but doesn’t necessarily cater 
to those individuals like myself, who works a full-
time position, but still wants to be that advocacy 
for the people of Milwaukee County. For example, 
many other individuals, like myself, who may 
need to work a full-time position to provide a roof 
over their head for their children, and then also 
just having sustainability. That may be difficult 
for some individuals who would like to entertain 
running for a position on the County Board, but 
also have to maintain a full-time role just to 
ensure housing, and just other maintenance, just 
in the daily living.

I think that what I would like to happen is that 
they do accommodate the part-time position at 
the Milwaukee County Board, and maybe consider 
doing evening hours for committee meetings. So 
that it’s fair across the board for individuals like 
myself, who have to work a full-time role, but 
would like to still be in that position of leadership 
for Milwaukee County. It is tricky, but I think like 
I said, prioritizing, and just having assistance and 
staff and so forth, really plays a huge role.

RC: When your mom [Elizabeth Coggs-Jones] 
held this position [of county supervisor], I believe 
it was 1988 to 2010, was it full-time that entire 

time?

PCJ: It sure was.

RC: Was it full-time when your grandfather 
[Isaac Newton Coggs] had the position in the ‘60s?

PCJ: Yes.

RC:  Have discussed that with your mom – the 
fact that the job was full-time for her and is part-
time for you?

PCJ: Yes. Her approach and mindset is coming 
from that old school way, when the County Board 
was fully staffed, and there was hands on deck in 
every avenue that you could possibly imagine. I 
think just for her experience and her guidance, I 
would have to say it was a learning curve for her 
because it was completely different. The format 
and approach is definitely nothing of the same 
of what she remembers from when she was a 
County Board Supervisor representing the 10th 
District.

For me, it was just about adjusting, right, 
being able to flex and flow, still meet the demands 
of what was needed, still be able to learn what 
was moving at such a fast pace, and being able 
to pick up so quickly, especially with redistricting. 
It was like: special election, won the election, 
recount, had to wait, swearing in, redistricting, 
budget. And it happened so quickly. I was just 
grateful for those colleagues that just really took 
me under their wings and kind of just gave me a 
very fast overview of everything that I would need 
to read up on, and research, and so forth and the 
redistricting definitely left an impression on me 
that I will never forget. I do believe strongly that 
I can even put it on my resume because I almost 
feel like I’m an expert at redistricting and so forth. 
This has definitely been a roller coaster, I cannot 
lie, however, I’ve enjoyed every up and down and 
turn that comes with it.

RC: Do you feel like it should be full-time 
positin?

PCJ: Absolutely. Do you know that Milwaukee 
County is the safety net? We are all the resources, 
like ‘Amazon: from A to Z.’ We’re going to take care 
of you, whether you need assistance with children 
and family, transportation, utilizing our parks, our 

Continued on page 6
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airport, our infrastructure, our highway and 
maintenance. There are so many different 
categories and so much ground to cover. 
Absolutely, this role needs to be full-time.

RC: Moving on to some issues in the 
County. The budget for this year discusses 
an impending fiscal cliff in 2027, unless 
significant new revenue sources are 
implemented. There’s also similar information 
in the budget about the parks. The parks, in 
particular, appear to be in some fiscal dire 
straits, but the budget and also the report 
last year from the Wisconsin Policy Forum 
discussed these things, along with some 
recommendations. What are the supervisors 
discussing to try to head off the fiscal issues, 
or your proposals or ideas for these types of 
issues?

PCJ: Well, I do believe strongly that there 
needs to be checks and balances and audits. 
I believe transparency is a way for people to 
have a better understanding as to what is 
going on and then that’s where you can be 
proactive with your adjustments and so forth. 
I believe that a good portion of our budget 
is being sucked dry by our law enforcement, 
and that is killing us when we have situations 
where we can’t open our pools, where not 
having adequate staff to accommodate any of 
our parks, or our transit and things like that. 
Our health and human services are having to 
forfeit cuts and so forth, just because of the 
budget issue. So, I believe that when there are 
checks and balances and audits, and there is 
transparency, there would be more clarity as 
to how we can have a proactive approach.

Now, I’m not going to say that I have all 
the answers, but I do know that I would like 
to meet with the new sheriff, whomever that 
may be, in the upcoming weeks and months, 
to see how we can move forward in ensuring 
that the budget is not completely or almost 
half way or three-fourths depleted, just by 
one department.

RC: I feel like this is similar to the situation 
that the City is in, and if I’m not mistaken, I 
believe it’s like the case with the County, 
wherein the share of taxes that residents 
give to the state has gone up over the years, 
while at the same time the state assistance or 
shared revenue, however, you call it from the 
state-

PCJ: Yes, shared revenue.

RC: -has decreased. What is being done, 
or what can be done about that? Another 
thing regarding fiscal issues that I saw was 
discussion about a sales tax option. I know 
city leaders have been pushing for that on 
their level for years, but does the County also 
need state permission to raise the sales tax? 

PCJ: The sales tax hasn’t gone up in 
Milwaukee County in over years, and the 
shared revenue hasn’t been looked at in 

quite some time. And I believe that once the shared 
revenue is really looked at in a more realistic way, and 
where it can benefit Milwaukee County, then I think 
that that’s when you would get other people to take a 
deeper look into it. I know that when I had spoke with 
County Executive Crowley about it, one of the things 
he told me was that with his relationships that he has 
at the state, when he did work up there, you know, he 
is hopeful that there could be some change to come 
in the future. He didn’t necessarily say to what extent 
and so forth, but I do believe that sometimes folks do 
sway a vote maybe depending on relationships that 
they have with individuals. And I’m just very hopeful 
that that is something that can come forth that will be 
able to benefit Milwaukee County.

RC: Is that because the County can’t do it on its 
own, which I believe is the case for the City as well? It 
requires state law?

PCJ: Well, everything is state law. And when it 
comes down to any type of changes that needs to 
happen for Milwaukee County, as well as for the City, 
everything boils down to the state. You know, I feel 
like they are bullies, to some extent, to the Milwaukee 
County, and the City of Milwaukee, and there just 
needs to be some change. There really needs to be 
some deep dive conversations to those who just don’t 
see the benefit. What is it going to take for those 
individuals up at the State to really be considerate of 
the hurt and the pain that is being brought onto, just 
because of their decisions, their selfish ways of looking 
at things?

RC: Last question: in general, what do you feel are 
the biggest issues facing the County right now?

PCJ: I just say, I think the biggest issue 
that Milwaukee County is going through as 
a whole is the state of mind that our county 
is in. When I’m saying that, it just seems that 
there’s a sense of hopelessness amongst our 
youth. That’s really huge for me, because they 
are our future leaders, and so forth. I think 
that the way that we view our community, is 
a way that we can change the minds of our 
community. When I say that, I’m thinking 
of all the filth and litter and trash and so 
forth that is amongst our busy streets, our 
residential streets, and so forth.

What I’m doing is that I’m working 
with our State Representative, Kalan 
Haywood, and putting forth a project. This 
is in collaboration with also the Milwaukee 
County Highway Maintenance [Division] as 
well. What I want to do is that I want to free 
the highway entrances and exits of litter. I 
want to know whose responsibility that is. 
If that is something that we have to make a 
change at the state to increase the number 
of times that they clean up on our highways, 
and of course alongside our highways, if that 
needs to increase, and let’s do that.

Technically, right now, there’s only two 
times per year that they clean up. That’s once 
right before spring hits, I do believe, and then 
the other is right before fall ends, I guess you 

can say. So I’m working with State Representative 
Kalan Haywood on increasing those numbers, 
wanting to take accountability and collaborating 
with our city with their storefronts ensuring that 
they are held responsible for cleaning up the trash 
and litter that may be in front, that really cause 
such a distasteful look in our community. I believe 
that when you start holding folks accountable, it’ll 
be a trend. Then, hopefully, people will be more 
mindful of not littering. That’s a really big issue. 
Beautification is huge.

Freeing up a lot of these abandoned homes 
with all of these weeds that have now turned 
into trees, it looks like, they’re encroaching on 
our sidewalks. It just doesn’t look good in our 
community. I think that some of the challenges 
that we’re facing on the County can definitely 
be leveled in the sense of understanding and 
compassion, knowing that some of the things 
that we’re asking for doesn’t necessarily have to 
be a monetarily type of value. It can definitely be 
just something of an extension of time or maybe 
extending a work day, so that we can allow 
individuals who do work a 9 to 5, be able to attend 
the committee meetings so that they too can be 
a voice and be an input and a decision factor on 
how we can make Milwaukee County better.

I think we also have some challenges with 
our transportation, you know, ensuring that 
we’re able to meet the demands of all areas 
of this County in Milwaukee. And then also 
continuing to ensure that we have funding for our 
programming that helps with our youth and our 

elderly population. So, I’m very privileged to be 
at the table to have these conversations, because 
please know that I do definitely voice the concerns 
of the people. Knowing that I come from a place 
where I understand how a person may feel. They 
may feel that there is no resources, or they may 
feel that it’s not enough resources. Know that I 
am saying those things to my colleagues. I am 
bringing this to attention. But sometimes, we are 
outnumbered in votes. And sometimes things 
don’t get passed. That’s why it’s important to have 
that community involvement: engaging in those 
timeframes to where that it does suit the lifestyle 
of an individual who can’t attend, who may work 
a nine to five is very important. Sometimes people 
don’t understand. I think a lot of times when you 
are so disconnected and disengaged with the 
troubles and so forth that people go to, you don’t 
understand.

That’s why it’s important that you live in the 
district that you represent. I think that’s one of 
the reasons they make you do that, just so that 
you can get that good core feeling of hearing the 
gunshots ring all night long. Listening to the cries 
when someone’s been killed. The prostitution, you 
know, all of that. I live right in the heart of my 
district, so I understand the very same frustration 
that these residents over here feel. Please know, 
I have those too same very concerns, and I’m 
working. I’m working with collaboration, working 
with bringing awareness, working for change. You 
would never find me one to sit on my hands and 
not speak up or ask questions if it needs to be had.

Priscilla Coggs-Jones   Continued from p.5
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Happening in 53212   with Ruth Weill 
53212 is known for our awesome events for a reason. 
Riverworks Development Corporation is hosting several events during the Beerline 

Celebration Series this season. Every 3rd Friday in July through September from 5:30-8pm 
is the Music on the Beerline series, along with a 53212Marketplace mini, various food 
trucks and family friendly activities. Located at 3350 N Holton Street / Beerline Plaza. 
Visit Riverworks MKE on Facebook for more information.

Friday, July 15: Twan Mack and DJ Bizzon was awesome, sorry if you missed it.
Friday, August 19: Roxie Beane and Love Peace and Soul
Friday, September 16: Extra Crispy Brass Band and Erotic Adventures of the Static Chicken 
Saturday, October 1 is the 2nd annual Beerline Shuffle. Three miles of Art + Music + Unity. Registration for 

this awesome event begins soon.   
Are you interested in what’s happening on the Beerline Trail? The Guiding Lens, the 

resident-led group assisting in the activation of the trail, is always welcoming new mem-
bers. Clean ups, beautification projects and branding are just some of the activities the 
group has completed so far.   

Please visit www.beerlinetrailmke.org for information about everything related to the 
Beerline Trail.

Bronzeville Week is August 6-13, and will showcase a week’s worth of arts and culture events. 
Please visit https://city.milwaukee.gov/Bronzeville or https://www.facebook.com/
BronzevilleWeek for a complete schedule of events.  

Saturday, August 13, 11-7pm from Holton to Humboldt: Center Street Daze Festival is back after its 
2-year Covid hiatus. Look for the Art Cart Race, family friendly activities, live music, the 
classic Car show, tons of awesome vendors selling their wares and great food. Visit center-
streetdazefestival.com or check out the Facebook page www.facebook.com/centerstreet-
dazefestival. Please email centerstreetfestival@gmail.com for vendor opportunities.  

Presented by Riverworks Development Corporation, the Riverwest Farmer’s Market is 
in full swing. Look for over 35 vendors each week, featuring locally grown produce, flow-
ers, eggs, meats, prepared food, bakery, cheese, pickled veggies, jams, sauces, kombucha, 
fair trade coffee, popsicles, body and wellness products, jewelry, art, apparel and so much 
more. Happening every Sunday through October 30, from 10am to 3pm on the 2700 
block of N. Pierce Stree,t between Center and Hadley. EBT is accepted. A special thanks 
to our sponsors: Manyo Motors, The Riverwest Business Association and Riverwest Pizza. 
Please visit riverwestmarket.com or check out the Facebook page www.facebook.com/
RiverwestMarket

OWL (Older.Wiser.Local) is a program created to serve, enlighten and educate 
area seniors (50 and up).  OWL is sponsored by the Jazz Gallery Center for the Arts, 
along with Bader Philanthropies.

Meeting time:  Thursdays 1pm - 4pm.
We are located at the Jazz Gallery Center for the Arts, 926 E. Center St. Milwaukee 

53212.
All people, ages 50 & up, welcome. Gatherings are free of charge, with 

refreshments.   Newcomers welcome and encouraged!
Masking and distance is required at this point. For those not vaccinated, masking 

(and further distance while eating and drinking) is required at all times.
Our Radio Shows debut on Saturdays at 9am on Riverwest Radio, WXRW, 

104.1FM.  Stream the show live on riverwestradio.com, if you can’t get radio 
reception. If you miss the radio broadcast, you can catch it anytime at:

https://www.riverwestradio.com/show/owl-older-wiser-local/
August 2022

Thursday August 4th, (In-Person):  Vince Bushell of the Riverwest Currents: 
August 2022 Issue

Saturday August 6th,  (Radio): Karen Beaumont Presents:  Summertime (music 
and literature) 

Thursday August 11th, (In-Person): Freda Wright Presents the Eras Senior 
Network: “Engage. Relate. Advocate. Support”

Saturday August 13th, (Radio):  Karen Beaumont Presents:  Made in Milwaukee 
(Music & Literature)

Thursday August 18th, (In-Person):  DIY Art Workshop: Use our materials or 
bring your own.  Let’s create together ! and snack, sip coffee, accidentally spill our 
guts with embarrassing stories from our youth... laugh, etc. 

Saturday August 20th (Radio): Mikro Naut presents “The A.M. Book Report” 
ongoing show-within-a-show about Decoding Discommunication 

Thursday August 25th, (In-Person): Andres Ynnocencio (of the Menominee 
Native-American Tribe) Speaks on Spirituality, Creativity, and Family Life. 

Saturday August 27th (Radio):  Karen Beaumont Presents:  Reflections on 
Aging (Music & Literature) 

Amy Schmutte
OWL Program Manager
The Jazz Gallery

POOL * DARTS * 5 TVS   

BLUEGRASS SUNDAYS  

SEE US ON FACEBOOK 
 

 
1132 E WRIGHT STREET   

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53202 
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B rilliant blue and golden colored walls 
set a cheerful tone in this Mexican 
restaurant on Mitchell Street, lo-

cated just down the hill from the West Allis 
Farmer’s Market. It’s an out-of-the-way site 
in a mainly residential neighborhood in 
West Allis.

Inside, two paintings of Frida Kahlo, 
recognizable by her upswept hair and dense, 
black eyebrows, dominate the back walls. 
Golden globe lights hang over the bar, add-
ing more color to this sparsely yet tastefully 
decorated, immaculate restaurant.

     As soon as we settled, we noticed 
quiet Mariachi music playing in the back-
ground. A server brought warm chips, 
a tasty, slightly spicy red salsa in a bowl, 
and two squeeze bottles filled with sauce, 
one red and one green. There should be a 
warning label attached to the red. After one 
drop, my mouth was on fire. I grabbed a 
chip, desperate for an antidote.

      My companion and I found sev-
eral classic Tex-Mex dishes on the menu 
plus a few unfamiliar entrees like the Bistec 
en Salsa de Arbol -- marinated steak cooked 
in a spicy red sauce. Red letters next to the 
description of this dish signaled a warning 
which alluded to the potent chile de arbol 
in the marinade. We also noted another 
unusual entrée, Carne a la Tampiquena -- 
grilled skirt steak served with rice, beans 
and two enchiladas.

      My companion and I stayed with 
the familiar Chimichangas and Enchiladas 
de Mole, both stuffed with al pastor. We 
chose al pastor from a list of six meats be-
cause we figured if you name your restau-
rant Al Pastor, you are obligated to deliver, 
and they did. The chimichangas and the 
enchiladas were stuffed, and I mean that 
literally, with chunks of pork which had 
been marinated in the house adobo sauce. 
The meat had an earthy flavor that hinted 
of chipotle and the mole, a rich, dark, sauce 
enhanced the flavor of the adobo-mari-
nated meat.

      A week later, we ordered Signa-
ture Dishes -- the Bistec en Salsa Verde;  
Alambre; Pollo con Mole; Fajitas; and Bistec 
a la Mexicana. The Alambre, a meat-lovers 

Restaurant Review: Al Pastor

party and a mountain of food, towered on 
the plate. This mix of grilled skirt steak, 
ham, chorizo and bacon, plus sliced red and 
green peppers and pieces of pineapple, was 
a scrumptious exercise in excess. Melted 
cheese topped this feast, the component 
that held it all together. Rice, beans, and 
warm tortillas were almost superfluous, but 
the tortillas provided a tool to scoop this 
playground of textures and flavors.

      The Bistec, with potatoes, onions, 
and cilantro, was mixed with green salsa, 
tart from the tomatillos. It was an unusual 
combination of vibrant flavors and textures 
mingled with tender slices of steak.

      For the Pollo con Mole, the chef 
served a large piece of fork-tender white 
meat in a puddle of rich mole. I wanted to 
lick the plate. The Steak Fajitas, strips of 
juicy steak with peppers and onions, were 
a serving large enough for a family of four. 
Likewise, the Bistec a la Mexicana, steak 
combined with tomatoes, jalapenos, on-
ions, and cilantro, was a delicious flavor 
bomb and like the Fajitas, an overly gener-
ous serving of steak and vegetables. 

      We left with bags of Churros. 
Later I found four in my bag along with 
a tiny container of caramel sauce, not 
enough, but no problem as the churros 
were sugary and crunchy, a traditional treat 
and something worth ordering when you 
find them on a menu.

      Mariachi music was still play-
ing softly in the background as we left. Al 
Pastor felt authentic, with recipes that went 
beyond locally popular Tex-Mex choices. 
We appreciated their selection of Mexican 
entrees that were rooted in family recipes. 
And that’s what draws friends and me to 
small local restaurants: food that’s unique, 
tasty, and served from the heart. 

by Cari Taylor Carlson

Al Pastor
6533 W. Mitchell St.
414-885-0756
H o u r s : T u e s d a y - W e d n e s d a y - S u n d a y 
-- 11am-9pm
 Thursday, Friday, Saturday – 11am-10pm
  Closed Monday al-pastor.com 
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Halyard Park, adjoining the 
Bronzeville area, is a neighborhood 
of middle-class homes that could be 

easily confused with Fox Point, Glendale, 
or Brown Deer. It’s also a testimony to the 
vision of Ardie Clark Halyard and her hus-
band Wilbur who played a vital role in the 
redevelopment of the area in the 1970s.

      In 1924, a year after they came 
to Milwaukee from Beloit, the Halyards 
founded the first black-owned bank in 
Milwaukee with the goal of helping black 
residents secure loans for homes. This 
was during a period when redlining was 
prevalent, a policy that kept Black fami-
lies out of more desirable neighborhoods 
and segregated them into neighborhoods 
in which lending institutions were less 
likely to finance home loans. Halyard Park 
-- bounded by North Avenue, Dr. Martin 
Luther Jr. King Drive, Walnut Street, and 
6th  Street -- was a neighborhood that was 
redlined.

      Like many neighborhoods in 
Milwaukee, Halyard Park was first settled 
by German immigrants in the 19th century 
who came to work in nearby industries that 
developed on the Milwaukee River. It was 
convenient to live in a place where they 
could walk to work at tanneries, and Schlitz 
Brewery, as well as other factories along the 
river. After work they could quaff a beer at 
the Schlitz Beer Garden at 8th and Walnut 
Streets. 

Walnut, their commercial and com-
munal hub, is a street named by Byron 
Kilbourn in the 1830s. As Carl Baehr wrote 
in  Milwaukee Streets: The Stories Behind 
Their Names,  “Mad magazine’s Alfred E. 
Neuman observed that they cut down all 
the trees and then named the streets after 
them. In 1835, Byron Kilbourn and his 
group did just the opposite. They named 
the street first, then cut down the trees.” 
The Black Walnut trees are gone and stand-
ing in for them we have Walnut Street, the 
southern boundary of Halyard Park.

      In the early 1900s, the German 
families left the area and were replaced by 
a mix of Italians, Poles, African Americans, 
and Eastern European Jews, including 
Goldie Mabowehz who emigrated from 
what is now Belarus. We know Goldie as 
Golda Meir, Israel’s Prime Minister from 
1969-1974.

         In the 1960s, the freeway I-43 tore 
through the heart of what was by then a 
mostly Black neighborhood. Many homes 
were demolished, and the neighborhood 
began to decline, including the once boom-
ing retail area on Walnut Street. In 1972, 
the Halyard Renewal Area was established, 
encompassing five blocks between Vel R. 
Phillips Avenue to the east, 6th  Street on 
the west, Brown Street to the south, and 
Garfield Avenue to the north. 

Most of the homes in the area were 
demolished to make room for the con-
struction of new middle-class homes for 
Black residents. The redevelopment was 
spearheaded by United Realty Group and 
Beechie Brooks (a realtor and commu-
nity leader), along with Ardie and Wilbur 
(Halyard)’s Savings and Loan Company. In 

A Walk Through Halyard Park – a neighborhood transformed
by Cari Taylor Carlson

Distance:One-and-a-half miles
Start: At the corner of  
Walnut Street and North Vel 
R. Phillips Avenue
Parking: On the street

1977, Brooks built the first home in Halyard 
Park for his family; by the end of the1980s, 
a new neighborhood was complete with 43 
middle-class homes.

      It was a community of single-
family homes with attached garages and 
amenities such as interior fireplaces. New 
life had come to this formerly blighted 
neighborhood where today residents 
enjoy suburban comforts while living in 
the middle of Milwaukee. To continue this 
rebirth, many of the homes north of Walnut 
and south of Brown that remained intact 
have been renovated, some of them lovely 
three-story Victorians from the early 1900s.

The Walk
                                                                                                                       
Start walking at the corner of Vel R. 

Phillips and Walnut, where you will see 
(at 1702) the first home of Mount Sinai 
Hospital.  Before the building housed the 
hospital it was a hotel, and before the hotel 
it was a boarding house run by brewer 
Emmanual Burgy. Further north on Vel 
R. Phillips, the St. Francis of Assisi Roman 
Catholic Church is located on the site of 
a frame church built by Capuchin monks 
in 1869. The current building replaced 
the wooden frame building, and in 1900 
the lovely carved limestone entrance was 
added.

      After you cross Brown, you 
enter the Halyard Renewal Area, where 
the homes would fit into the northern 
suburbs with one notable difference: this 
neighborhood has sidewalks. The streets 
are quiet and peaceful, yet city sounds -- 
traffic, sirens, and the “beep beep” of large 
equipment backing up -- seep into this 
mid-city oasis where basketball hoops and 
late model cars are part of the landscape.

      At Garfield, turn left and walk 
past Garfield’s 502, a neighborhood bar 
and restaurant where live music and 
southern cuisine are on the menu. Turn 
left at 6th Street and continue to the Gaines 
Triangle, a park dedicated to Lincoln 
and Marie Gaines to honor their years of 
community service to youth in Milwaukee. 
The fountain located in Gaines Triangle 
appears on the Halyard Park neighborhood 
signs.

      Return to Garfield, turn right on 
5th  Street and continue south to Walnut. 
Turn left on Walnut and return to start.

      Along this walk the differences 
between the homes in the Halyard 
Renewal Area and homes south of Brown 
clearly delineate the old and the new. 
Many Victorians south of Brown have 
been restored, in contrast to the newer 
homes built in the 1970s, which makes 
Halyard Park a fascinating study in diverse 
approaches to urban renewal. When 
passion and determination are present, a 
neighborhood can be transformed like a 
phoenix rising from the ashes.
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by Adam Krueger

Martial Arts for Everyone is a non-
profit program for ages four and up 
working out of 510 East Burleigh 

at the Strong Center. and is designed to 
do exactly as the name implies. Working 
solely through donations, the organization 
can serve everyone in the community who 
has an interest in martial arts and physical 
fitness. For families concerned about rising 
costs of basic goods, Martial Arts for Ev-
eryone can accommodate families on what 
they can afford. Even uniforms are sold at 
cost and if that proves to be too much for 
some, special deals can be made. Between 
family activities on Friday nights, women’s 
self-defense, outreach programs in MPS, 
lessons online and in the Strong Center for 
ages four and up, a podcast, and exercise in 
body and mind, there is truly something for 
everyone.

Martial arts in the Milwaukee area was 
not always like this, unfortunately. For 
the past forty years, J.K. Lee Black Belt 
Academy has been teaching the practice 
to students of all ages in six different loca-
tions in the greater Milwaukee area. While 
doing excellent work, it was less accessible 
to many with transportation limitations, a 
lack of funds, or other barriers. Beginning 

Martial Arts for Everyone

in 2010, the organization became an ap-
proved Milwaukee Public School wellness 
vendor to deliver the practice to its stu-
dents. The programs currently last from 
six to eight weeks, primarily in elementary 
and middle school, with hopes to expand to 
more local high schools.

In 2015, the organization established 
City Youth Martial Arts as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit to better serve the needs of the youth 
of Milwaukee. Before the pandemic, the 
programs were reaching five hundred stu-
dents on a weekly basis in MPS and inside 
the Holton Youth and Family Center (since 
renamed the Strong Center). Most students 
come twice a week, typically by public 
transportation. Others can take lessons at 
various local children’s hospitals.

Of course, during the pandemic, oper-
ations needed to be altered. Classes moved 
online. Since last fall, classes have slowly 
started to move back to in-person. This 
summer, online classes for the organization 
have been suspended while providing live 
and virtual options to programming part-
ners in martial arts. Classes range from a 
focus on home safety, practical self-de-
fense, verbal defense, bully prevention, 

meditation, stretching and what has been 
named a “kindness campaign” in hopes to 
create a more empathetic community.

For adults, it offers greater flexibility, 
keeping the mind sharp and connected 
with the movements of the body. For chil-
dren, it builds confidence, an opportunity 
to improve skills, self-reliance, a sense of 
safety and the ability to carry themselves in 
a way which will lessen the chances of be-
ing a victim to violence in the community. 
For young and old alike, it offers another 
avenue to build relationships in the com-
munity and a sense of common interests 
in which every individual seeks to better 
themselves. In martial arts, the competition 
is primarily with your past self, the goal be-
ing greater empowerment for the individ-
ual. Classes are tailored to suit the needs for 
the various groups. New students work to 
earn their character medals and white belts 
while experienced students can advance all 
the way up to their black belt.

On Friday Nights, the Strong Center 
opens its doors for family nights, which 
typically involve a short class and an ac-
tivity parents and children can learn and 
accomplish together. They have regular 

movie nights, bingo games, holiday parties, 
and Star Wars nights where families can 
learn martial art skills accompanied with 
lightsabers. Further family friendly out-
ings await: a golf outing this fall, breakfast 
with Santa in the winter, and a talent show 
planned for February.

Martial Arts for Everyone also has a 
podcast hosted and led by Miss Chloe Lee, a 
black belt martial artist who has been doing 
taekwondo since she was three years old. 
Her podcasts often feature other martial 
artists, but mostly deal with learning about 
others in the community who exemplify 
the five tenets of taekwondo – courtesy, 
integrity, perseverance, self-control, and 
indomitable spirit. Each episode is aimed 
toward people age 10 and older; families 
can learn about the media, language, per-
formance, marketing, and design.

Classes at the Strong Center and Friday 
Family Nights are open to the public for 
those who want to attend. The podcast and 
blog can be found at cityyouthmartialarts.
org along with the ability to make dona-
tions for those who wish to aid in their goal 
of providing martial arts for everyone. 

Martial Arts For Everyone joined the parade to Gordon Park on July 4, 2022 and put on a demostration of their skills for the audience.
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Calendar August 2022
THE GREAT

HUNGER BOOK SALE!
OPENING Thursday. Aug. 4,  

6-9 pm, $5 donation
August 5 - August 9
 daily, 11 to 6, free

All Saints’ Cathedral
818 E. Juneau, Milwaukee

Used books, recorded music and
movies for sale. Some rare and collectible.

All proceeds go to fight hunger

2022

Feeding the hungry for 41 years.
Local and World Hunger Causes
Bring this ad for $5 off any sale  
over $25 on Friday or Saturday.

1 MONDAY    
BREMEN CAFÉ  Comedy Open Mic, 7:30pm 

// followed by Music Open Mic hosted by Tlalók! 
Sign-up starts at 10pm. The stage is open to poets, 
musicians, other talents. Rappers welcome!  

LAKE PARK, Kenwood & Lake Dr. Musical 
Mondays ft. SistaStrings (6:30-8pm)  

LINNEMAN’S   Poet’s Monday! Doors 7pm, 
performances start 7:30pm. $3 cover. Featured 
poet: Jabril Yousef  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Super Gentle Yoga w/
Sarah (9:30am); Mindful Yoga w/Sarah (6pm)  

    
2 TUESDAY    
BREMEN CAFÉ  Karaoke w/ Trixy Mercury  
COA SKYLINE MUSIC SERIES  Featured music: 

Betsy Ade & the Well Known Strangers. Event runs 
5:30-8:30pm  

DINO’S   Full Band Open Jam, 9pm til midnight  
KINSHIP COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER, 924 E 

Clarke  Food Distribution at St. Casimir’s Church 
INDOORS -- 4-6pm. Proudly serving the 53212, 
53211, 53217, 53202, and 53203 zip codes!  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  KIS Keep It Simple Yoga 
6pm  

SHANK HALL  Empire Strikes Brass, 8pm  
UPTOWNER  Dave Bayles Trio 7-9pm  
    
3 WEDNESDAY    
BAR CENTRO  Bar Centro Open Mic Jazz Jam 

Session, 9pm - midnight  
BREMEN CAFÉ  Speak Ezs, 9pm  
LAKE PARK, Kenwood & Lake Dr. Wonderful 

Wednesdays ft. Duke Otherwise (6:30-7:30pm)  
LINNEMAN’S   Acoustic Open Stage -- Doors, 

7pm. Sign-up, 7:30pm. Show starts at 8pm. 
Featured performer: Scott Hanson  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Grace In Action w/Claire 
(9:15am); Yoga w/Kat (11am)  

SHANK HALL  Night Moves (8pm,   
THE GIG   Wednesday Night Music, 8-11pm  
    
4 THURSDAY    
ALL SAINTS’ CATHEDRAL, 818 E Juneau 41st 

Annual Hunger Book Sale -- Opening night special, 
come get your first crack at the books! 6-9pm, $5. 
Sale continues Fri 8/5 - Tues 8/9, 11am-6pm, free 
(See ad)  

BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Yellow 
Ostrich, 8pm  

JAZZ ESTATE  Heirloom, 8-11pm  
JAZZ GALLERY  OWL (Older.Wiser.Local) 

programming: Vince Bushell re Aug 2022 issue RW 
Currents  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Dharma Recovery 
Meditation group (6:30pm)  

RIVERWEST PIZZA, 932 E Wright  Toty Ramos 
Latin-Jazz Sextet, 6pm  

WOODLAND PATTERN hybrid  Closing Event 
for “And She Was Love: Paintings by Akindele 
John” Featuring performances and a discussion 
curated and hosted by Genre: Urban Arts. Dan 
performance by Debrasha Greye; Spoken word by 
Destinny Fletcher; Art critic panel and discussion 
w/Amanda Luciano, Akira Mahon and Brittany 
Walker. (6-9pm)  

    

5 FRIDAY    
ALL SAINTS’ CATHEDRAL, 818 E Juneau 41st Annual 

Hunger Book Sale, 11am-6pm, free (See ad)  
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Ian Sweet, 8pm  
BAR CENTRO  Juli Wood Trio, 8-10:30pm  
BREMEN CAFÉ  Bremenhain  
GATHERING PLACE BREWING  Gallery Night: 

featured August artist: Abstract.Sherri, Sherri Frederick. 
Frankie’s Food Truck will be serving up American-
Caribbean-African Cuisine. Frank Gappa Music will be 
performing. 5-10pm  

JAZZ ESTATE  Cam Spann Group, 7pm  
LINNEMAN’S   THE STICK AROUNDS W/ FLOOR 

MODEL, & THE LAST GREAT RIOT The Stick Arounds; 
Floor Model; The Last Great Riot. 8-11pm, $10  

MAD PLANET  Friday Night Retro Dance Party with 
DJ Paul H. 9pm start. $7  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  African Dance w/ Roxanna 
and Yaya (6pm)  

SHANK HALL  Shawn James, Gravedancer (8pm, 
$20)  

UWM PLANETARIUM  Constellations of the Zodiac: 
Leo. $6 general / $5 UWM students. Due to the confined 
space of the planetarium, we strongly recommend that 
our visitors wear masks when visiting the planetarium, 
regardless of vaccination status.   

    
6 SATURDAY    
ALL SAINTS’ CATHEDRAL, 818 E Juneau 41st Annual 

Hunger Book Sale, 11am-6pm, free (See ad)  
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Sugar Candy 

Mountain w/special guest Holy Wave, 8pm  
BAR CENTRO  Robin Pluer Quartet 8:0010:30pm  
BREMEN CAFÉ  Dj NME 4pm-9pm  
EBENEZER CHURCH, 3132 N MLK Dr Outreach 

Community Health & Resource Fair -- back to school 
book bags and supplies, fresh produce stand, fitness 
activities and more (See ad), 10am-1pm  

INVIVO WELLNESS  FREE Community Class 
Yoga, 10:30 - 11:30 am. Register online at www.
invivowellness.com  

JAZZ ESTATE  Devin Drobka, 8pm // Harry Tonchev 
Trio, 10:30pm  

KINSHIP COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER, 924 E Clarke  
Food Distribution at St. Casimir’s Church parking lot 
-- 8:30-10:30am. Proudly serving the 53212, 53211, 
53217, 53202, and 53203 zip codes!  

LINNEMAN’S   Toadskin ‘Outdoor Lore’ Record 
Release Show ft. Lunar Moth + Smart Shoppers + The 
Nile Club. $10, 9pm  

MAD PLANET  Non-Pop! “IN THE MIX” 88.9 
Anniversary with  DJs GetMoses, Bizzon, Phox, Police 
Create Hippies, Kenny Perez! 9pm   

SHANK HALL  Hannah Wicklund, 8pm, $20  
URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER - Riverside Peace Action 

Lanterns for Peace at UEC Riverside, 1500 E. 
Park Pl. - Lantern Making; Folding of Tsuru (origami 
peace cranes); Story Telling of Sadako and the Thousand 
Paper Cranes; Peace Symbol Coloring Pages/Peace 
Games; Music and Speakers; Floating of Lanterns; Peace 
Procession to Oakland Avenue with Lighted Lanterns 
(See ad)

    
7 SUNDAY    
ALL SAINTS’ CATHEDRAL, 818 E Juneau 41st Annual 

Hunger Book Sale, 11am-6pm, free (See ad)  
BLACK HUSKY BREWING  Woofbowl Fast Food 

Doggie Style (w/a food truck for dogs!) 2-5pm  
BREMEN CAFÉ  Hold ‘Em Poker, 1pm; Bingo w/Tony, 

6-8:30pm; Jacob Slade 9pm; Sun Not Yellow 10pm; Silk 
Stranger 11pm  

MIRAMAR THEATRE   Halocene Tour, 6:30pm  
PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Dance in Kern Park, 11am-

12:30pm  
RIVERWEST FARMERS MARKET 2700 block of N. 

Pierce Street, 10am-3pm  
RIVERWEST PIZZA, 932 E Wright  The Breadmen 

Instrumental Group, 5pm  
THE GIG   Bluegrass Sunday, 1-4pm  
UPTOWNER  Alex Wilson Blues Band 3pm  
    

8 MONDAY    
ALL SAINTS’ CATHEDRAL, 818 E Juneau 41st Annual 

Hunger Book Sale, 11am-6pm, free (See ad)  
BREMEN CAFÉ  Comedy Open Mic, 7:30pm // 

followed by Music Open Mic hosted by Tlalók! Sign-up 
starts at 10pm. The stage is open to poets, musicians, 
other talents. Rappers welcome!  

LAKE PARK, Kenwood & Lake Dr. Musical Mondays 
ft. Nathan & the Zydeco Cha Chas (6:30-8pm)  

LINNEMAN’S   Poet’s Monday! Doors 7pm, 
performances start 7:30pm. $3 cover. Featured poet: Sue 
Blaustine  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Super Gentle Yoga w/Sarah 
(9:30am); Mindful Yoga w/Sarah (6pm)  

RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  In-Person: Yoga 
Foundations: 201 w/ Tracey (5:45-7:15pm)  

    
9 TUESDAY - Vote!!!!! 
ALL SAINTS’ CATHEDRAL, 818 E Juneau 41st Annual 

Hunger Book Sale, 11am-6pm, free (See ad)  
BAR CENTRO  Supercell, 7-9pm  
BREMEN CAFÉ  Pinball Tourney (6pm); Karaoke w/ 

Trixy Mercury  
COA SKYLINE MUSIC SERIES  Featured music: Urban 

Empress & the Urbanites. Event runs 5:30-8:30pm.  
DINO’S   Open Jam ft. Kaprice Maxwell, 9pm til 

midnight  
FALL PRIMARY -Vote!!!!   
KINSHIP COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER, 924 E Clarke  

Food Distribution at St. Casimir’s Church INDOORS 
-- 4-6pm. Proudly serving the 53212, 53211, 53217, 
53202, and 53203 zip codes!  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  KIS Keep It Simple Yoga 6pm  
RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  In-Person: Yoga 

Foundations: 101 w/ Tracey (6-7:15pm) // In-Person: 
Nurture, Support & Restore Yoga w/ Tracey (7:30-
8:45pm)  

UPTOWNER  Dave Bayles Trio 7-9pm  
WOODLAND PATTERN @Juneau Park Poetry in the 

Park 2022, 6:30pm. Featuring readings from Sass Denny, 
Paul Druecke, Ed Roberson, and Nikki Wallschlaeger. 
$Give what you can.  

    
10 WEDNESDAY    
BAR CENTRO  Paul Silbergleit Trio, 7:30-10pm  
BLACK HUSKY BREWING  Traditional Irish Music 

Session, 6:30-9pm  
COMPANY BREWING   Deaf Trivia, 7pm  
LAKE PARK, Kenwood & Lake Dr. Wonderful 

Wednesdays ft. Fox and Branch (6:30-7:30pm)  
LINNEMAN’S   Acoustic Open Stage -- Doors, 

7pm. Sign-up, 7:30pm. Show starts at 8pm. Featured 
performer: Kate Stoiber  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Grace In Action w/Claire 
(9:15am); Yoga w/Kat (11am)  

THE GIG   Wednesday Night Music, 8-11pm  
    
11 THURSDAY    
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Stephen Day w/

special guest Goldpark, 8pm  
BLACK HOLOCAUST MUSEUM, 401 W North Av 

Bronzeville Trolley Rides, 2-3pm and 5-6pm. Part of 
Bronzeville Week!  

BLACK HUSKY BREWING  The New Milwaukee 
Consort, 6:30pm. Music of the European Renaissance 
and Baroque periods  

BREMEN CAFÉ  Def Sonic 10pm, Cristina Aylin 
11pm, Mossmen 12am  

JAZZ GALLERY  Freda Wright Presents the Eras 
Senior Network: “Engage. Relate. Advocate. Support”  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Dharma Recovery Meditation 
group (6:30pm)  

RIVERWEST PIZZA, 932 E Wright  Augie Haas Trio, 
5pm  

SHANK HALL  Jack Broadbent, 8pm, $15  
WOODLAND PATTERN hybrid  Reading & 

Conversation: Laynie Browne and Carla Harryman, 7pm, 
$Give what you can  

    
12 FRIDAY    
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Bad Bad Hats w/

special guest Kiss the Tiger, 8pm  

BAR CENTRO  Brian Lynch Quartet, 7-11pm  
BREMEN CAFÉ  Alternative Radio 9pm, The Present 

Age 9:40pm, Sugar Pill 10:20pm, Scam Likely 11pm, 
Spoy 11:40pm  

JAZZ ESTATE  Garrett Waite Trio Featuring John 
Cristensen and Devin Drobka, 7pm  

LINNEMAN’S   Hanna Simone; Merrill Miller & 
Friends. Doors 7pm, music 8pm, $8  

MAD PLANET  Friday Night Retro Dance Party with 
DJ Andrew. 9pm start. $7  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  African Dance w/ Roxanna and 
Yaya (6pm)  

RIVERWEST PIZZA, 932 E Wright  Jack Tell Guitarist 
& Songwriter, 5pm  

RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  In-Person: Yoga 
Foundations 201 w/ Tracey (9-10:30am)  

SHANK HALL  Kenny Roby, 8pm, $15  
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL, 833 W Wisconsin Historic 

Milwaukee: Wisconsin Avenue Churches Tour, 1-3pm  
    
13 SATURDAY    
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Taking Back Emo 

Presents … Myspace Emo Prom (8pm)   
BAR CENTRO  Cam Spann Trio, 8-10:30pm  
CENTER ST DAZE: 4th DIMENSION RECOVERY stage 

Center & Holton, music starts at noon: Hosted by: Bijan; 
DJ Cell. Performances by Bad Year, Puerto Wiccan,  B.u., 
Streetteam Hektik, Samantha Kent, Dusty Pockets, Krista 
Jane  

CENTER ST DAZE: JAZZ GALLERY stage Music starts 
at Noon (start times TBD) -- Kendraplex & the Cosmic 
Impact Channel; Urbanites; Jesse Montijo & Star People; 
Dave Bayles Group  

CENTER ST DAZE: QUARTERS stage Music starts at 
Noon (start times TBD) -- Highball Holiday; Secondhand 
Souls; Bellhead; Billy Dreamer; Floor Model; Anson 
Obvious & the Um; O’Neill & Wean; Honolulu Millionaires  

CENTER ST DAZE: UPTOWNER stage Music starts at 
Noon (start times TBD) -- Bristlehead; Dave Bayles Trio; 
Alex Wilson Blues Band; Voot Warnings  

CENTER STREET DAZE    
COMPANY BREWING  Honestly, House Music All 

Night: A Vibeday Special Event  
COMPANY BREWING   Honestly, House Music All 

Night: DJ Bizzon, DJ Gemini Gilly, & DJ FreakishNerd, 
9:30pm-2am, $15 adv / $20 door  

DANCEWORKS STUDIO THEATER, 1661 N Water St 
Danceworks DanceLAB presents: Rhythmworks, 3pm 
and 6pm  

HISTORIC MILWAUKEE, 235 E Michigan St Historic 
Milwaukee: Lulu & Rocky Family Tour. 10:30am-Noon. 
History and architecture tour, recommended for kids 
6-10 yrs and their families.  

INVIVO WELLNESS  FREE Community Class 
Yoga, 10:30 - 11:30 am. Register online at www.
invivowellness.com  

JAZZ ESTATE  Jake Richter Quartet, 7pm  
KINSHIP COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER, 924 E Clarke  

Food Distribution at St. Casimir’s Church parking lot 
-- 8:30-10:30am. Proudly serving the 53212, 53211, 
53217, 53202, and 53203 zip codes!  

LINNEMAN’S   Gold Steps, Joey and the Knives, 
tiqmmy, Halfway Atlantic, Outside Town. 6:30pm  

MAD PLANET  The Get Down, 9pm, $7  
RIVERWEST PIZZA, 932 E Wright  Kirsten Grace with 

Joseph Michael, 5:30pm  
STAND FOR PEACE at 35th/Fond du Lac Join Peace 

Action of Wisconsin for a weekly Stand For Peace, noon 
until 1pm  

    
14 SUNDAY    
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect The Spill Canvas, 

8pm  
DANCEWORKS STUDIO THEATER, 1661 N Water St 

Danceworks DanceLAB presents: Rhythmworks, 3pm 
and 6pm  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Dance in Kern Park, 11am-
12:30pm  

RIVERWEST FARMERS MARKET 2700 block of N. 
Pierce Street, 10am-3pm  

SHANK HALL  Red Wanting Blue, 8pm, $20  
THE GIG   Bluegrass Sunday, 1-4pm    next page
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WARM VIBES, COLD BEER, HOT MUSIC

 1001 E. LOCUST      LINNEMANS.COM

Supporting
Local, Live
Music for
29 years!

Milwaukee Friends 
Meeting (Quakers)
• Simplicity • Peace • Integrity  

• Community • Equality  
• Sustainability

Sunday Worship 
10:15 to 11:15 am
Meeting virtually as well as 

at the Quaker meetinghouse

3224 N Gordon Place  
(Take Auer east from Humboldt)

Tel. 414-263-2111

www.milwaukeequakers.org

  15 MONDAY    
BREMEN CAFÉ  Comedy Open Mic, 7:30pm // 

followed by Music Open Mic hosted by Tlalók! Sign-up 
starts at 10pm. The stage is open to poets, musicians, 
other talents. Rappers welcome!  

LAKE PARK, Kenwood & Lake Dr. Musical Mondays 
ft. Caribbo (6:30-8pm)  

LINNEMAN’S   Poet’s Monday! Doors 7pm, 
performances start 7:30pm. $3 cover. Featured poet: Ken 
Woodall  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Super Gentle Yoga w/Sarah 
(9:30am); Mindful Yoga w/Sarah (6pm)  

RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  In-Person: Yoga 
Foundations: 201 w/ Tracey (5:45-7:15pm)  

SHANK HALL  Begonia, 8pm, $15  
    
16 TUESDAY    
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Daniel Thrasher, 

8pm  
BREMEN CAFÉ  Karaoke w/ Trixy Mercury  
COA SKYLINE MUSIC SERIES  Featured music: 

Screamin’ Cucumbers. Event runs 5:30-8:30pm.  
DINO’S   Full Band Open Jam, 9pm til midnight  
KINSHIP COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER, 924 E Clarke  

Food Distribution at St. Casimir’s Church INDOORS 
-- 4-6pm. Proudly serving the 53212, 53211, 53217, 
53202, and 53203 zip codes!  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  KIS Keep It Simple Yoga 6pm  
RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  In-Person: Yoga 

Foundations: 101 w/ Tracey (6-7:15pm) // In-Person: 
Nurture, Support & Restore Yoga w/ Tracey (7:30-
8:45pm)  

UPTOWNER  Dave Bayles Trio 7-9pm  
    
17 WEDNESDAY    
BREMEN CAFÉ  Speak Ezs, 9pm  
LAKE PARK, Kenwood & Lake Dr. Wonderful 

Wednesdays ft. Little Miss Ann (6:30-7:30pm)  
LINNEMAN’S   Acoustic Open Stage -- Doors, 

7pm. Sign-up, 7:30pm. Show starts at 8pm. Featured 
performer: Paul Barnes  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Grace In Action w/Claire 
(9:15am); Yoga w/Kat (11am)  

SHANK HALL  Gabe Stillman, 8pm, $15  
THE GIG   Wednesday Night Music, 8-11pm  
    
18 THURSDAY    
AMORPHIC BEER  Urban Farm Beer Dinner, 7-9pm. 

Chef Joel Lichosik will prepare a five course curated 
meal and beer pairing, served in the Crops on Top urban 
farm deck across from Amorphic Beer with the freshest 
ingredients from the urban farm you will be dining in. 
See amorphicbeer.com for tickets.

BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Charlie Martin, 
BAR CENTRO  ABC’s of Jazz With Joan Dadian -- The 

Letter “K”, 7-9pm  
BREMEN CAFÉ  Lobi 9pm, Crawlspace 9:45pm, 

Disaster Kid 10:30pm  
JAZZ ESTATE  Heirloom, 8-11pm  
JAZZ GALLERY  DIY Art Workshop: Use our materials 

or bring your own.  
PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Dharma Recovery Meditation 

group (6:30pm)  
SHANK HALL  Taylor Scott Band, 8pm, $15  
WOODLAND PATTERN hybrid  Concert: Formations 

Series for New & Improvised Music featuring Wavefiler 
+ TBA. 7pm, $Give what you can  

    
19 FRIDAY    
BAR CENTRO  Smoke N’ Mirrors, 8-10:30pm  
BREMEN CAFÉ  Doom N Dub  
COMPANY BREWING   My Body My Moves - Dance 

Party For Reproductive Rights Fundraiser ft. DJ Drip 
Sweat; $5, 9pm   

JAZZ ESTATE  Heirloom Trio, 7pm  
MAD PLANET  Friday Night Retro Dance Party with 

DJs Mosh Wah and Sage Schwarm, 9pm, $7  
MIRAMAR THEATRE   “In The Mix” Five Year 

Celebration. DJ Kenny Perez closes his tour with 
Loanwulf, Scarlett, Carbonella and Fortune. 9pm  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  African Dance w/ Roxanna and 
Yaya (6pm)  

RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  Hybrid: Yoga Foundations 
201 w/ Tracey 9-10:30am  

    
20 SATURDAY    
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Social Cig, ft. Bug 

Moment & Scam Likely; w/special guest DJ Megadon 
(8pm)   

BAR CENTRO  Scott Currier Trio, 8-10:30pm  
BLACK HUSKY BREWING  Battle at the Brewery 

II - Sanctioned Strongman Competition. 10am-9pm. 
Details to register, etc., on Black Husky FB Event page  

BREMEN CAFÉ  Good Times Pub Crawl, 1pm  
CIRCLE A  Paulette D’Amour; Rachael Raven. 8pm  
INVIVO WELLNESS  FREE Community Class 

Yoga, 10:30 - 11:30 am. Register online at www.
invivowellness.com  

JAZZ ESTATE  MJI Night, 7pm  
JAZZ GALLERY   The PJ’s Jam  
KERN PARK  The Peace Action WI 2022 Annual Picnic 

-- starts 2pm. Bring something to share for potluck. Free 
bratwurst, veggie burgers, potato salad, and beer will be 
provided.  

KINSHIP COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER, 924 E Clarke  
Food Distribution at St. Casimir’s Church parking lot 
-- 8:30-10:30am. Proudly serving the 53212, 53211, 
53217, 53202, and 53203 zip codes!  

MAD PLANET  Indie Aerobics, 9pm  
RIVER REVITALIZATION FOUNDATION, 2134 N 

Riverboat Rd Native Plant Sale, 9:30am-12:30pm  
STAND FOR PEACE at Lincoln Memorial Dr. & 

Michigan Av. Join Peace Action of Wisconsin for a weekly 
Stand For Peace, noon until 1pm  

    
21 SUNDAY    
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Dan Rodriguez, 

8pm  
HISTORIC MILWAUKEE, 235 E Michigan St Historic 

Milwaukee: House History Class, 1-2pm  
JAZZ ESTATE  Charlie Ballantine, 5pm // Paul Bedal, 

8pm  
PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Dance in Kern Park, 11am-

12:30pm  
RIVERWEST FARMERS MARKET 2700 block of N. 

Pierce Street, 10am-3pm  
THE GIG   Bluegrass Sunday, 1-4pm  
UPTOWNER  Alex Wilson Blues Band 3pm  
    
22 MONDAY    
BREMEN CAFÉ  Comedy Open Mic, 7:30pm // 

followed by Music Open Mic hosted by Tlalók! Sign-up 
starts at 10pm. The stage is open to poets, musicians, 
other talents. Rappers welcome!  

LAKE PARK, Kenwood & Lake Dr. Musical Mondays 
ft. Fareed Haque Trio (6:30-8pm)  

LINNEMAN’S   Poet’s Monday! Doors 7pm, 

performances start 7:30pm. $3 cover. Featured poet: 
BECS  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Super Gentle Yoga w/Sarah 
(9:30am); Mindful Yoga w/Sarah (6pm)  

RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  In-Person: Yoga 
Foundations: 201 w/ Tracey (5:45-7:15pm)  

    
23 TUESDAY    
BREMEN CAFÉ  Karaoke w/ Trixy Mercury  
COA SKYLINE MUSIC SERIES  Featured music: De La 

Buena. Event runs 5:30-8:30pm.  
DINO’S   Full Band Open Jam, 9pm til midnight  
KINSHIP COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER, 924 E Clarke  

Food Distribution at St. Casimir’s Church INDOORS 
-- 4-6pm. Proudly serving the 53212, 53211, 53217, 
53202, and 53203 zip codes!  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  KIS Keep It Simple Yoga 6pm  
RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  In-Person: Yoga 

Foundations: 101 w/ Tracey (6-7:15pm) // In-Person: 
Nurture, Support & Restore Yoga w/ Tracey (7:30-
8:45pm)  

SHANK HALL  Robert Jon & The Wreck, 8pm, $15  
UPTOWNER  Dave Bayles Trio 7-9pm  
    
24 WEDNESDAY    
BAR CENTRO  Paul Silbergleit Trio,  7:30-10pm  
LINNEMAN’S   Acoustic Open Stage -- Doors, 

7pm. Sign-up, 7:30pm. Show starts at 8pm. Featured 
performer: The Wayward Kites  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Grace In Action w/Claire 
(9:15am); Yoga w/Kat (11am)  

SHANK HALL  Curtis Salgado, 8pm, $20  
ST. HEDWIGS, 1702 N Humboldt Historic Milwaukee: 

Beyond Brady: Polish & Italian Immigrants in Milwaukee. 
11am-1pm  

THE GIG   Wednesday Night Music, 8-11pm  
    
25 THURSDAY    
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Futurebirds, 8pm  
BREMEN CAFÉ  The Brash Menagerie 10pm, Irish 

Goodbyes 10pm, Coasting 10:55pm, Killium 11:50pm  
JAZZ GALLERY  Andres Ynnocencio (of the 

Menominee Native-American Tribe) Speaks on 
Spirituality, Creativity, and Family Life.   

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Dharma Recovery Meditation 
group (6:30pm)  

SHANK HALL  Zoltan Kaszas, 8pm, $25  
    
26 FRIDAY    
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Revolucion de 

Amore -- Tribute to Mana (8pm)   
BAR CENTRO  Isaiah Kitts Quartet, 8-10:30pm  
JAZZ ESTATE  Nineteen Thirteen, 7pm  
MAD PLANET  Friday Night Retro Dance Party with 

DJs James Freshluggage and Nikki Spudnikk, 9pm, $7  
PINK HOUSE STUDIO  African Dance w/ Roxanna and 

Yaya (6pm)  
RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  Hybrid: Yoga Foundations 

201 w/ Tracey 9-10:30am  
    
27 SATURDAY    
BACK ROOM @Colectivo/Prospect Monica Martin, 

8pm  
BAR CENTRO  Garrett Waite Trio, 8-10:30pm   
BREMEN CAFÉ  Dj NME 4pm-9pm; Slayder Smet 

10pm, Joe Baughman & the Righteous Few 11pm  
CIRCLE A  Lavish Waste; The Women . 8pm  
GATHERING PLACE BREWING  5th Anniversary 

Party -- Join us for a block party on Vienna Av! 
2-10pm. Food Vendor (4-8pm) Looney Lumpia. 
Music: Ricky Orta Jr (3-4:30), Nathan Mayfield (5-
6:30), and Jabril Yousef (7-8:30). Pop-Up Vendor: 
Plants on the Street (4-8pm)   

INVIVO WELLNESS  FREE Community Class 
Yoga, 10:30 - 11:30 am. Register online at www.
invivowellness.com  

JAZZ ESTATE  Paul Dietrich Quartet, 7pm, $13  
KINSHIP COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER, 924 E Clarke  

Food Distribution at St. Casimir’s Church parking lot 
-- 8:30-10:30am. Proudly serving the 53212, 53211, 
53217, 53202, and 53203 zip codes!  

MOOSE LODGE, 5476 S 13th St Pagan Pride - A 

Metaphysical Festival. Noon-7pm. (See ad)  
RIVERWEST PIZZA, 932 E Wright  Elevator Trio, 

6-9pm  
STAND FOR PEACE at 76th & North Avenue Join 

Peace Action of Wisconsin for a weekly Stand For Peace, 
noon until 1pm  

    
28 SUNDAY    
GATHERING PLACE BREWERY, 811 E Vienna Great 

Milwaukee Brewery Bike Race: 2 breweries, 3 beers, 11-
ish miles. Race for time or ride for fun! 2pm start. See FB 
Event for more info  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Dance in Kern Park, 11am-
12:30pm  

RIVERWEST FARMERS MARKET 2700 block of N. 
Pierce Street, 10am-3pm  

THE GIG   Bluegrass Sunday, 1-4pm  
    
29 MONDAY    
BREMEN CAFÉ  Comedy Open Mic, 7:30pm // 

followed by Music Open Mic hosted by Tlalók! Sign-up 
starts at 10pm. The stage is open to poets, musicians, 
other talents. Rappers welcome!  

LAKE PARK, Kenwood & Lake Dr. Musical Mondays 
ft. The Sam Belton Jazz Experience (6:30-8pm)  

LINNEMAN’S   Poet’s Monday! Doors 7pm, 
performances start 7:30pm. $3 cover. Featured poet: 
EIDOLON  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Super Gentle Yoga w/Sarah 
(9:30am); Mindful Yoga w/Sarah (6pm)  

RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  In-Person: Yoga 
Foundations: 201 w/ Tracey (5:45-7:15pm)  

    
30 TUESDAY    
BREMEN CAFÉ  Karaoke w/ Trixy Mercury  
DINO’S   Full Band Open Jam, 9pm til midnight  
KINSHIP COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER, 924 E Clarke  

Food Distribution at St. Casimir’s Church INDOORS 
-- 4-6pm. Proudly serving the 53212, 53211, 53217, 
53202, and 53203 zip codes!  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  KIS Keep It Simple Yoga 6pm  
RIVERWEST YOGASHALA  In-Person: Yoga 

Foundations: 101 w/ Tracey (6-7:15pm) // In-Person: 
Nurture, Support & Restore Yoga w/ Tracey (7:30-
8:45pm)  

UPTOWNER  Dave Bayles Trio 7-9pm  
    
31 WEDNESDAY    
BREMEN CAFÉ  Speak Ezs, 9pm  
LINNEMAN’S   Acoustic Open Stage -- Doors, 

7pm. Sign-up, 7:30pm. Show starts at 8pm. Featured 
performer: Kyle Walker  

PINK HOUSE STUDIO  Grace In Action w/Claire 
(9:15am); Yoga w/Kat (11am)  

WOODLAND PATTERN hybrid  Poetry Reading: Ed 
Werstein and Ron Czerwein. 7pm, $Give what you can  

Tuesday August 9, 2022
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Darlene Wesenberg Rzezotarski
TANNENBAUM ARMS

January: Wherein the caretakers of the English basement 
apartment successfully finish off the semester at UWM, but face 
ongoing challenges with caretaking, parenting and academics.  
Jay shares a true Pandora’s Box story from his Ottawa heritage. 
Frank visits in the night. Jay sells blood. The sea of political and 
social turmoil continues to churn around them.

 
Tannenbaum Arms will be posted on 
the Riverwest Currents web site  
RiverwestCurrents.org 
If you miss an issue, and need to catch 
up with the story, you always can on the 
website.
All chapters will be posted shortly after 
publication.

 The person standing outside their door at exactly 12:13 AM on 
New Year’s Eve was not a keyless tenant, but Frank Baranski, member 
in good standing of the Poets for Peace; although he was at present 
abandoning the call of the poet, in the midst of working on a novel. His 
black ringlets had escaped from his ponytail and his beard seemed to have 
the remains of cheese pizza embedded in it. He looked like a slapdash,    
smiling angel. 

Blue Jay laughed, “C’mon in, Franko. Thought you were a tenant. 
Good luck for me. You’re the first visitor to cross the threshold in 1970.”

 “I was walking by on my way home from Downer. Not in the mood 
for big partying. Noticed all your lights were on, so I thought we could 
share some holiday cheer!”  He pulled a partly-consumed bottle of vodka 
out of his parka pocket.

 “Lily?” he nodded in her direction. “A little swig of Poland’s best?”
 “No, thanks. Another time.” Lily sighed, realizing it was going to 

be a long night, and went to retrieve Little Jay, who had given up on the 
tambourine and had resorted to his customary wailing. 

“C’mon, Hatchling. It’s the new year already. Let’s leave those guys to 
do their guy talk. It’s definitely time for beddie-bye.” She scooped him up 
and called Lenore. “Snuggle time.”

She yawned.  “Let’s sit in the rocking chair and you can fall 
asleep again.  Let those guys talk all they want. Let them create vodka-
inspired metaphors that turn into nothing but wispy, whispered alcohol 
breath. Frankly, they can have a Frank talk. Josh. Joke or gently tease.  
I think that’s a good name for a baby bird, too. Works for your daddy…. 
I hope you don’t grow up hating your name….” Lily’s thoughts began 
an undisciplined ramble as mother and child fell asleep in the nursery 
rocking chair and Lenore stole back to plunk down on the floor next to 
Frank.

 Seated in recycled lawn chairs at the vintage round oak table, 
Blue Jay and Frank lifted their paper cups of vodka to toast the new 
decade. “Sto lat!  That’s a Polish toast. May you live to be a hundred!” 
Frank intoned. 

 “And may you be in heaven a hundred years before the devil 
knows you’re dead!” Blue Jay responded.  “That’s Irish. And speaking of 
the devil, I’m almost done with The Tragedie of Joanie Fist. My semester 
writing project, based on the Faust story. Faust is German for fist; and 
instead of Johann, it’s Joanie. Righteous Joanie sells her soul to the devil 
for fame and financial gain, but lives to regret it. I’m reading parts of it 
in our creative writing seminar next week. It’s a little nerve wracking. 
Professor Wiegner is a tough critic. I’m sweating it. I need an A if I want 
to get into any grad school writing program.”

“The writer’s life is tough in general.” Frank sighed, taking 
another sip of vodka. “Selling your soul to the devil? Don’t all of us writers 
do that? Sure, I’m first of all a writer, always will be, but I’m majoring in 
public relations and business. Anything my pa thinks is impractical, no 
tuition comes outta his pocket. It’s okay. I can still write. I’ll be able to 
pull a regular paycheck.” He paused. “Like Kafka. A postmaster by day. 

 “I’m going to have to decide pretty soon if I should enlist or try 
to get into a graduate program. I’m not against the army. Just against 
that war. If I enlist with a business degree, I think I could request West 
Germany or Italy.  Maybe travel around on my breaks.”

Jay shrugged. “You’re already in school. You have a safe draft 
number. Just stick with school, is my advice.” 

He nodded as Frank re-filled their paper cups with vodka, 
draining the bottle. 

“By this time next year, where will we be, Blue Jay?” No. I’m 
serious, man. It’ll be a whole new scene for both of us.” Frank paused. 
“Let’s stay in touch.”

“Agreed. Who’d proofread my work and give me straight feedback? 

Chapter 5 -  January 1970

Sometimes I look at what’s going down around here and think I should 
just move us to the Upper Peninsula. But that would last about a couple 
weeks before I’d get the urge to run; and even if I wanted to stay, I doubt 
that Lily would last that long.”

Jay often found it hard to talk about his personal past, but the 
alcohol talked too. It urged the words to spill out. “I wanted to be a writer 
since it dawned on me that I could write my way out. I was fifteen when I 
found my role model. My parents usually never looked past the doorway 
of their restaurant, but in March of ‘59 they closed the restaurant for 
the morning and took my sister and me to Ishpeming.  We waited for a 
Hollywood Special train. Then it hissed and squealed into the station 
and out stepped Jimmy Stewart and Otto Preminger and all those other 
stars to make a movie, Anatomy of a Murder. Everyone in the crowd was 
breathless—oohed and aahed. Me included.”

“Heavy. It’s another country up there!” Frank lifted his paper 
cup, which was on the verge of disintegration. “To decaying movie stars 
and the ghosts of Christmas past! Or as Old Pa said and still says, ‘Na 
z’drowie!’ To your good health.”

Jay nodded, “Thanks,” and lifted his cup again. “A few years 
before, there had been a big scandal over a murder.  An army dude went 
deranged when a bartender raped his wife. One of our local luminaries 
defended him and got him off, and then wrote a book about it—which I 
had to sneak out and buy because our library banned it. Then Hollywood 
picked up on it and descended upon us and made notorious half-truth into 
something glorious.”

Frank laughed. “Keep consuming that vodka, pal. It’s loosening 
your tongue. Not too much, though, or it will loosen your guts.”

Jay continued, “He published the book under a pseudonym, even 
though we all knew he was John Voelker. He lived in this huge Victorian 
house in Ishpeming that we could have fit about ten of our houses and 
the restaurant into. Other people looked at his place and thought, ‘What 
a great lawyer;’ but I looked at it and thought, ‘A smart man who wrote a 
book lives here. Someone from the UP is a famous author. It’s possible.’

 “I was already keeping secret poetry notebooks, but at that point 
I began scouring the dictionary for new vocabulary words and making it 
an issue to excel in English classes. Thinking back, I sure was obnoxious. 
I came down here after I graduated and started taking classes at UWM, 
off and on, and now here I am going on seven years of part time classes, 
ready to graduate. Amen!”

 “Such a whiz kid. Ready to age out of the draft, even.”
 “I’ll drink to that. Hand over the bottle.”

“Sorry. We finished it off.”
“And then there’s something else weird.  I always knew from my 

Grandma that I had a few drops of Ottawa blood in me, even though my 
father chose to ignore this in favor of his Finnish and Irish ancestry.  I 
took a pen name in high school, Blue Jay Hawk. The name just popped 
into my head. 

“But when my grandmother died, I was helping sort through 
her stuff and I found this old book, History of the Ottawa and Chippewa 
Indians of Michigan. My grandma had written inside, ‘Book written by 
my great, great grandfather, Chief Andrew J. Blackbird, descendant 
of the Hawk clan, the Pe-pe-gwen tribe, called the Undergrounds.  His 
parents were taken captive out west by the Ottawas after a great battle 
and were adopted into the Ottawa tribe.’ I rescued this book from the 
trash pile where my father had put it. I read the whole thing and I always 
keep it in my top dresser drawer under my socks. Pe-pe-gwen is a kind of 
small, ferocious hawk.  How did I know to give myself that name?”

 By this time, both young men were afflicted with the 
garrulousness that sometimes occurs with the consumption of too much 
vodka, and the tales continued.
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 “I have a story, too, Bro,” Frank said. “How do you think a black 
woman from Arkansas and a Polish man from Warsaw ever got together?  
I guess they just thought at first that the married life would be one long 
honeymoon on the moon. Had to find out the hard way. I found out they 
had a fight about what to name me when their surprise came--Rufus or 
Frank. Learned to compromise. Managed to hold it together. Franklin 
Rufus. Did you know my middle name is Rufus?

“They wouldn’t go to Poland. Couldn’t go South. My grandpa came 
North to take care of me while both my parents worked day and night. 
Best thing that coulda happened. I called him Big Man and he called 
me Little Man. He was my preschool and my kindergarten and my Bible 
School. Cabrini-Green didn’t really like any of us and we-all didn’t like 
being there, but we had no other plan at first. The Polish grandparents 
disappeared back behind the Iron Curtain. Not exactly doting over their 
little black grandbaby. Now you see me sitting here.”

“Living to tell.” Jay nodded.  
“Being a ghetto baby makes you tough. A fighter. Some street 

friends turn into junkies with big cars and you don’t know them. I had 
other plans. My Big Man steered me straight. Right now, everybody has 
a shitload of anger. Black. White. Nam. Pigs. Panthers. Draft. Daftness. 
Deafness. Slurs. Slaps.”

He punched Jay on the knee, laughing. “Imagine the look on a 
potential boss’s face when a guy named Frank Baranski shows up for the 
job interview. The boss thinks it’s gonna be a brawny white Polack boy, 
and it’s scrawny black me! Fuck that shit!”

“We have to keep the volume down so we don’t wake the 
Hatchling!” Jay cautioned.  

“Water off a duck’s back. Never apologize. Just be your best self 
and move on. We moved up to Cudahy when I was nine. Big Man said 
Chicago was as far north as his feet could go and went back to Arkansas. 
My pa landed a job at Laddish in the core-making department with a 
decent enough wage and my ma finally could stop cleaning offices every 
night and put her feet up. Now she enjoys living in her little American 
Dream bungalow and Pa just keeps putting in the hours to make the 
mortgage. Piece of cake, but not my party.” 

 “Far out! And here we are together. On this day. At this time. 
1970. In this place. Tannenbaum Arms. I don’t have any answers, but I 
hear you. I feel it. I’ll drink to that, Franko!”

 “I’ll drink to that, Blue Jay Hawk!”
 “Here’s to the new year!”
 As the vodka was finished, so were their tales—but for that night 

only.

~ * * * * * ~

                                                                               The day passed 
uneventfully with a very late breakfast, studying, defrosting the 
refrigerator, and organizing.  Several boxes still needed sorting and 
unpacking since their September move, and Lily resolved to get the year 
off to a good start. Blue Jay recovered enough to clean the front hall, 
empty several buckets of trash, and check the water level on the boiler. 
Then it was back to The Tragedie of Joanie Fist, which needed only to be 
proofread and tweaked into final form.  

When it was her turn to use the faithful Underwood-Olivetti 
typewriter, Lily put the finishing touches on her final paper for Dr. 
Milton’s seminar analyzing the Puritan attitudes towards wealth and 
morality and their present-day ramifications in American society. Even 
the Hatchling was relatively mellow, perhaps enjoying the fact that both 
parents were home at the same time. They put up an expanding gate for a 
barricade and kept him confined in the living room where they worked. 

“So, what are your thoughts on the Puritan ethic, Blue Jay?” she 
asked over a supper of leftover spaghetti. 

“Do you really want to know?” he asked.
“Yes, really.”
“Puritan ethics is an oxymoron.  I’ve been thinking about a story 

from my great, great, however many great grandfather’s book. He wrote 
about the English.  Maybe not Puritans, but English. In the early 1800s, 
I guess it was, during the French war with Great Britain. Some of the 
Otttawa tribal leaders were summoned to Montreal by the British.  They 

were given a tin box to take back home with them.  They were told that 
there was a treasure in it that should not be opened until they returned 
home.  

“They obeyed this great English chief,” Blue Jay continued, a 
bitter edge creeping into his voice, “and when they got back to their 
familiar tribal Lake Superior peninsula, they summoned their people and 
opened the box. 

“Inside the box was a smaller box, and inside that box was 
another box.  There was a box in a box in a box.  And inside that box, was 
there a gift? Only little crumbly, moldy pieces of something.  Then they 
all took sick and many, many died. Entire lodges filled with corpses with 
no one to bury them. Others had to live out their days with terrible round 
scars all over their faces and bodies.  The gift was smallpox.

“And you’re asking me what I think of these ethics. Fuck Puritan 
ethics. What an ugly Pandora’s box.”

“Ancient Greece, Canada…. My God, Jay, you never told me about 
this before.”

“There’s still a lot you don’t know. It’s not always in the front of 
my mind, but after Frank and I talked last night…”

“But that was then and this is now. 1970. What are your thoughts 
on now?”

“And are any of us any better? Have humans learned anything 
from all the evil and suffering that’s already been perpetrated and 
endured? Breaking into an apartment and shooting a man in his bed? 
Butchering pregnant movie stars? Trouncing over helpless people and 
bragging about body counts? You’d think we could have come up with a 
better world than this.”

Jay might have continued, driving them both deeper into despair. 
Aware of this, Lily sighed. “Hey, Blue Jay, not to change the 

subject, but we haven’t sold our blood for a while.  If you’re feeling up to 
it, let’s go to the blood bank tomorrow and get some money for second 
semester books. Let’s concentrate on the issues we can actually do 
something about.”

“That’s my point, exactly. I hope the Hatchling will never have to 
sell his Rh-negative blood!”

“Our slogan could be Rh-Negative Blood for books.”
“Blood money. How did two negatives find each other? And do two 

negatives make a positive?” she replied. 
“Hey, Lily, you’re just too clever for words,” he smiled. “I think I 

married you for your sense of humor.”
“Well, Blue Jay Hawk, you certainly don’t have to worry that I 

married you for your money.”

The Blood Center was a long bus ride away, on a neglected 
street with many boarded up shop windows. A large sign across the front 
identified it, flanked by a generic red cross on either side. 

Inside, all was business to the tune of Muzak. There were white 
walls, white floors, the strong odor of disinfectant. Reclining chairs were 
draped in white sheets and an aura of sterility prevailed.

Blue Jay had talked Lily into staying home with The Hatchling; 
children were not allowed. Jay wished he could just go to the regular 
blood bank and donate, but the $20 paid for Rh-negative blood at this 
alternative site would be a transfusion to the budget. 

He checked in, showed his driver’s license; having previously 
given blood, there was no extensive paperwork. As he was directed to a 
chair and the needle inserted, he closed his eyes.  Before him, he could 
see Lake Superior with the eyes of his heart. He felt drawn back; he stood 
on an eroded embankment, studying the root formations that had been 
stripped of their soil, looking like powerful sculptures of endurance. The 
lake roared, whispered some message in a hushed language he strove to 
understand, but could not.

“Mr. Haakens,” he heard his name called sharply.
The reverie was over. A plastic bag filled with precious garnet 

liquid bulged on the metal frame beside him. He collected his cash and 
waited in the cold for the bus that would bring him back to the East Side. 
Since the entire ordeal had taken less than an hour, he was thankful he 
could use the same transfer. 
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~ * * * * * ~
On impulse, Jay got off the bus on Brady Street, a few stops 

earlier, to pay a visit to Interabang Book Shop, just south of Brady on 
Warren. He needed a used copy of Aristotle’s Poetics for a second semester 
class. He ended up browsing through the stacks longer than he intended, 
unable to resist battered copies of Ginsberg’s Howl and Milwaukee poet 
Barbara Gibson’s Our Bedroom’s Underground, as well. He and Lily read 
Barbara’s frequent articles in Kaleidoscope and respected the Gibsons for 
what he regarded as their radically poetic lifestyle, as embodied in their 
poetry. “Lily will enjoy the Gibson book, too,” he justified the additional 
spending. “And the underlined passages in the Ginsberg will challenge us 
to figure out why the reader marked them.

“Interabang. Question mark, exclamation point. I guess the 
name fits the place. I love the peculiar smell inside bookstores. Emanates 
musty, papery allure. The power of words. Much going on here at once; 
some thoughts to question; some to exclaim over.” 

A mustachioed man entered the store, dressed in a tattered wool 
English duffel coat. His large Russian fur hat with earflaps clung to his 
unruly hair like a helmet, giving him the look of a diplomat who had 
wandered in from a past century. 

“His Nibs, George Sharkey!” he greeted a man who had been 
arranging papers on the counter.

“Polish George in the flesh!” was Sharkey’s response. “Here. Take 
one. Or maybe two. I know what you’re after. Add these to your treasure 
trove.”

The diplomat raised his hand in a fist salute. “Many thanks, my 
good man!”

Jay noticed the colorful mimeographed newsletter, filled with 
what seemed to be deliberately pranksterish spelling and typefaces, that 
Sharkey pressed into the man’s hand. 

Sharkey then turned his attention to Jay, as if seeing him for the 
first time. “Take one. It’s free. Judging by your choice of reading material 
there, I’d say you’re ready for this. I’m the editor of Street Sheet.  We’re 
publishing three times a week now.  All the latest narc and drug news 
right off the street, along with helpful hints on communal life and healthy 
recipes and protests. Courtesy of your local anarchists, YIP, the Youth 
International Party.”  

He smiled.  “And that’s Polish George. He’s into historic 
documents and collects everything counterculture. I’m Pat, otherwise 
known as George Sharkey. Or maybe I’m George Sharkey, otherwise 
known as Pat. This coffee can here is for donations, and this other one 
is for readers to submit news bulletins or stories in general. You can be 
anonymous or give your name.” 

Jay grabbed a copy and plunked a quarter into the can. “Thanks. I 
hope you plan to distribute this around UWM. We need it.”

“Ubiquitous!  We are ubiquitous!” AKA Mr. George Sharkey 
replied.  “Hang on to this.” He paused. “And here.” He reached under the 
stack. “This is an old one, but it’s a copy of Volume 1, Number 1. Frame it. 
It marks a turning point of people’s history.”

“I’m sure our paths will cross again. Thanks,” Jay replied.  
          
          
       

Classes resumed after the break, along with ongoing political 
troubles, just as they had ended, as if there had been no holiday break. 
With two more weeks until first semester final exams, Jay thought the 
unrest was escalating. There had been a fire in the basement of Mitchell 
Hall, but it did not spread upstairs. The fire department and UWM 
made a big deal of saying it was not arson, but then a few days later Jay 
picked up a copy of the Kaleidoscope and noticed a letter purporting to be 
from “The Intergalactic Conspiracy for Cosmic Consciousness” claiming 
responsibility to “avenge the death of Fred Hampton, the Black Panther 
Leader.”  

Jay felt this might be closer to the truth. He had lost much trust 
and respect for the administration, but at least they were not blaming 
anyone willy-nilly. “I’m going to be so glad to get out of this place,” he 
thought. “Just one more semester! If it actually was an attempt to burn 
down Mitchell Hall, at least it was a failed attempt. But what about next 

time? Will there be a next time?” 
Some students wanted to bring it on and bring it all down, but 

other students were on edge, thinking that increasingly violent protests 
could be imminent. What would destruction of property prove, that 
taxpayers would just have to spend money on repairs? Jay sighed. 

As for the faculty, they were under tight administrative scrutiny. 
Jay’s favorite creative writing teacher, Dr. Kathleeen Wiegner, had 
been denied tenure. The Poets for Peace group had unanimously signed 
a letter of protest but received no reply. Granted, she hadn’t published 
any articles in academic journals, but she had started an alternative-
press poetry magazine and had used her writing talent to oppose the 
war. Students regarded her as an excellent teacher and mentor. Her 
encouragement of student writers was well-known. 

Other professors were likewise under scrutiny, including the two 
English profs, known as “The Gibsons;” and one of Lily’s former sociology 
professors, who was suspected of encouraging draft dodgers.  An article 
in Kaleidoscope warned about the presence of narcs in classrooms, hired 
by Police Chief Harold Brier, ready to turn in faculty and students alike. 
This fueled further feelings of disorientation and paranoia.

It was an open secret that professors had been ordered to stand 
their ground academically. “Give no leeway to students who skip class 
during protests.”  Faculty members were encouraged to keep close 
attendance records, even to give pop quizzes on light attendance days. 
Jay discovered there would be a big change in operations in his German 
class. His professor announced that those continuing with his class during 
the spring semester would have to abide by the following policy: Three 
or more unexcused absences during the upcoming semester would result 
in a lowered grade. Five or more would be an automatic course failure. 
That had been met with grumbling in the classroom. “Does he think he’s 
teaching high school?” But the real reason was clear, and Jay noticed a 
tremor in his teacher’s voice.

The first semester had seemed to drag on forever, but finally came 
to a lurching end. Exams went well, as did the presentations of Blue 
Jay’s epic tragedy and Lily’s term paper on Manifestations of the Puritan 
Ethic in Present Day America.  Students were enthusiastic about Lily’s 
presentation and a lively discussion ensued. Lily asserted that, as in 
Puritan times, many people still seemed to view the US as “the city on the 
hill,” with a crusading need to impose its values on the rest of the world. 
To further strengthen her assertion, she had interviewed classmates 
about their views toward the role of American leadership. Several 
students spoke of the connection between the early days of the country 
and what was happening now with US involvement in Vietnam. 

Professor Milton said little during the discussion, but listened 
intently, occasionally nodding and smiling. Lily was sure he was 
impressed with her work. 

Professor Milton was a recent arrival from the East Coast. 
Administration let it be known that he was a great catch for the 
university. He vowed to make UWM “the Yale of the Midwest.” As 
students were leaving, he asked Lily to stay for a moment.

“It’s about your paper, Mrs. Haakens,” he said pointedly. “Please 
have a seat here at the front by my table.” 

Lily obliged.
“I want to give you some feedback. You’ve done some original 

research here and the paper is well organized. You write very well for 
a woman, but I make it a point never to give a woman an A.”  And with 
that, he penned a large B+ upon the top of her paper.

Lily felt the floor fall beneath her feet. She drew a deep breath. 
“I will not let myself cry. I will not curse him to his face.” She wanted to 
raise her voice and confront him with the unfairness of his action, but she 
caught herself and pursed her lips. She knew she had no recourse; there 
was no fair system of arbitration in place for handling problems like this. 
A ruling would always fall in favor of an esteemed professor who could 
find something wrong with anything when pushed against the ivy-covered 
wall.

 “I can’t burn my bridges,” she thought, biting her tongue.  “If we 
end up staying here, I will need financial assistance for the fall semester. 
I have to keep my cool.” 



16 August 2022

Listen to Riverwest Radio --Your Neighborhood RadioActive Station,  FM 104.1

With tears of rage just behind her eyes, she spoke, “Thank you for 
the compliment on my writing.” She grabbed her backpack and left the 
classroom without looking back. 

In the hall, half blinded by tears, she almost bumped into a fellow 
classmate, one of the few women in the same class.

“So, Lily,” she said. “I waited for you. I noticed he called you back.”
“Viola!” 
“He’s a bum. A womanizer. Did he try to feel you up?”
“Um, not that kind of bad,” Lily replied.
“I heard from some other students that he likes skinny women 

with big boobs. Thought he might have tried something.”
“No, but I met another side of his piggery. Amazingly ironic, since 

it was following a presentation of my paper on the Puritan ethos.” She 
explained the situation to Viola.

“Well, my women’s consciousness raising group is keeping lists 
against professors for this kind of thing. Eventually we will figure out 
how to make administration listen. We’re compiling a file on him, in case 
you’d like to add to it. Of course, he’d deny everything, but you aren’t the 
first person to have a grudge against Dr. Ivy-League-of-the-Midwest. He 
thinks he’s God Almighty. Bet his penis is the size of a toothpick and he 
feels he has to compensate. Or maybe he was low man on the totem pole 
at Yale and he’s taking it out on us Midwesterners.”

“Thanks,Vi. You should be majoring in psychology, not sociology. 
That makes it a little better. B+.  Bad scene. I’ll never take another class 
from him. I swear.”

“Never give up. Never give in. I’ll keep in touch.” She embraced 
Lily and departed. “Peace!”

~ * * * * * ~

Lily walked quickly through the dusk. The edges of the 
snowbanks had melted during the day, but now were beginning to re-
freeze, creating intermittent gleaming pools of black ice on the sidewalk. 
The cold felt welcome; a light sleet had begun to fall, its biting numbness 
kissing her face. “The Eskimos are supposed to have thirty-seven words 
for snow,” Lily grimly reminded herself.  “I wonder what little spits of ice 
are called. Maybe Sky Tantrum.” She resolutely trudged on. 

The inevitable meltdown came as soon as she entered the 
refuge of their doorway beneath the fire escape—the front door of their 
home. “What do you think, Jay? I think I have every right to have a sky 
tantrum!  I write very well, for a woman. That’s what Professor Milton 
said about my paper.  All that work I put into it! I should have known 
better. I was doing fine in the Sociology Department until they knew I had 
the Hatchling. For a woman. Does a woman get locked in the ivory tower 
like some poor Rapunzel who is ordered to let down her hair and then gets 
punished for letting down her hair?” 

Blue Jay gave her a great bear hug.  “Don’t worry. You can finish 
up this semester and shake the dust off your sandals if you want. That’s 
what my mom would say, and she’s had it worse than any of us. Just 
shake the dust off.”

Lily smiled, “Or the snow, as the case may be. But it’s not as 
easy as you make it sound. I’d rather fight.  I am a fighter, you know. A 
guerilla. No, maybe a gorilla, swinging from trees.” She glanced up. “Or 
from these infernal heat pipes all over the ceiling.”

“Keep your options open. Time is on your side. You can always 
switch your major or switch schools if they try to pull any shenanigans 
here. Anyway, who knows where we’ll be in the fall.”

“Get those applications going, Blue Jay. I’ll just sit here and let 
my anger boil. Maybe I’ll write an anonymous letter to Kaleidoscope. Or 
hell! Sign my name in capital letters.”

“Hey, sign your name. I’ll back you. 100%.”  Blue Jay paused 
and smiled, “Aren’t you the formidable lady who got 97% on her boiler 
operator’s test?”

“Right on! I’ll sleep on it.”
“That’s the spirit!”

~ * * * * * ~

There was a three-day hiatus between semesters, during which 

time the building was given a thorough cleaning and the loads of laundry 
washed. The Hatchling was taken in for his well-baby check-up and 
booster shots, giving him the opportunity to bellow like a champion, 
proving that nothing was wrong with his lung capacity. Lily and Mrs. 
Grant cleaned Messy Bessie’s cage and drank mint tea; Lily bought glass 
beads at the Ben Franklin to make more necklaces; Jay scouted out the 
bulletin board in the English office and found grad school application 
forms for Georgia and Iowa and the University of Chicago. 

At eight o’clock the next Monday morning, Blue Jay set off 
for what he hoped would be the first day of his final semester as an 
undergraduate. Lily had gone to bed with a lump in her throat but awoke 
at nine o’clock with a bee in her bonnet. “Action,” she thought. “I will 
continue my research and my writing. This is what I love doing and this is 
what I will continue to do.”  

She threw off her flannel nightgown. “The old fool even admitted 
that I write well. Maybe I’ll hitch up with W.I.T.C.H. and do women’s 
underground theater. Zap! Make huge, bigger-than-life-size puppets and 
we’ll have a sit-in like everybody else. Maybe….” 

She pulled on her favorite comfort garment, a red Bucky Badger 
sweatshirt she had acquired during her freshman year at UW-Madison.  
“I’ve had my head in the sand. They treated me differently here at the 
university when they didn’t know I was a mother.”  

She fished for clean underwear and socks in the laundry basket.  
“Puppet shows by Women’s International Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell! 
I’ll do it!” Lily indulged in her occasional habit of delivering soliloquies 
when she was upset.  Putting on her worn tennis shoes, she added, “That 
is, if W.I.T.C.H. will take me. Or maybe I will work with that new group 
Theater X.” 

She marched into the small nursery off the kitchen where the 
Hatchling was beginning to stir. “You are a sleepyhead today, Baby Blue 
Jay. Rise and shine!  Your mommy writes very well….for a human!”

Perhaps that very day Lily would have checked around campus 
for a poster advertising the next W.I.T.C.H. meeting, or she would have 
begun an all-out campaign to publicize the sexist attitudes prevalent in 
the Sociology Department.  However, at ten o’clock that morning, the 
phone rang. Mrs. Davis was speaking in her usual deliberate voice. “Lily, 
I want you to know, Mrs. Grant passed away last night.  I noticed her 
paper was still at the door, so I called her.  No answer.  Lenny across 
the hall keeps her spare key, so I told him about the newspaper and he 
let himself in when she didn’t answer the door. He found her in her bed. 
Looked like she was asleep, so peaceful. No need to involve you. They’re 
coming in about an hour to remove her body. And I notified her daughter 
in California.”

Lily inhaled and held her breath, waiting for comprehension to 
sink in. “No! It can’t be,” she inadvertently spoke. Why does life have to be 
like this?  Her thoughts tumbled around. Best not to become too attached 
to people. But it’s my nature to attach. Mrs. Grant was my first friend in 
this building…. 

Mrs. Davis attempted to console Lily. “In my church, it’s what we 
call ‘a good death.’ I’m sorry. I know she cared very much for you.” Lily 
knew such words of tenderness were difficult for the tough old soldier. She 
appreciated the kindness.

“Should I come up? Is there anything I can do?” Lily asked, 
fighting back tears for the second day in a row.

“It’s quiet as death up there, except for that noisy bird. Maybe you 
can take the bird,” Mrs. Davis suggested. “She loved that little squawker 
for as long as she had it, you know. Maybe in a couple days you can help 
her daughter clear out her things. Let me know if you want to stop in for a 
cup of tea later.”

Mrs. Grant loved this daughter. She had her pictures sitting 
around everywhere. Finally this daughter is coming to Milwaukee. Why 
didn’t she visit her mother more often when she was alive?  Lily paused, 
separating her spoken words from her thoughts. “That would be nice—
later when I come up to get Messy Bessie,” Lily replied. “Sure. Thanks, 
Mrs. Davis. I know you’re feeling this, too.”

“Hatchling, my dear,” said Lily, planting a kiss on his forehead as 
she replaced the receiver. “Some things are more important than others 
in this world. Like you. Like Mrs. Grant and Mrs. Davis and your papa. 
Like love and Lost Lenore and all good lives. Some people like Professor 
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Milton are just plain slow learners. They’re not worth wasting your time 
on.” Then after a pause she added, “Except it is not a waste of time to take 
action against injustice.” Another pause. “Remember that, little Hatch!” 

Hearing Lily’s soliloquy, Lenore sprang to action and began 
urgently whining at the door.

“Hey, Hatchling, how about a ride in your back carrier? Let’s take 
Lenore out on a potty walk.” Lily made every effort to keep the tremor out 
of her voice as her thoughts turned to the loss of a kindly woman who had 
become a dear friend.

Winter weather graciously brought a late-January reprieve to the 
cold tundra in the late morning hours. Although the city had endured a 
bout of Dutch Elm Disease in the mid-sixties and many mature trees had 
been slaughtered, the boulevards on the East Side had been re-forested 
with fast-growing red maples. These trees had been spangled with ice 
overnight but were now dropping their diamond treasures like gracious 
ladies-in-waiting in obeisance to their queen. Lily breathed the damp air 
deeply and concentrated on the future.  “No more classes with Professor 
Milton,” she thought.  “I’ll drop my seminar with him and add something 
else—maybe a public policy class—while I still can make a schedule 
change for the new semester.”

At eleven forty-seven, Blue Jay left his German class, so lost in 
his own thoughts that at first he did not notice that Lily, Lost Lenore, and 
the Hatchling were waiting at the entrance of Bolton Hall for him. “We 
decided to walk you home,” Lily said. “I have some sad news.” 

Lenore almost knocked him over, trying to kiss him on his lips.
“Yow! Dog’s breath!” he laughed. “So what’s to be sad about?”

Messy Bessie adjusted well to her new home, her cage hanging 
from a chain looped around a radiator pipe on the kitchen ceiling.  Since 
the kitchen was always the center of action, she chattered away in bird 
gibberish, always ready to add her comments.  When Lenore discovered 
that this feathered creature would remain out of reach, she showed 
attitude of species superiority by ignoring the parakeet. The Hatchling 
loved to pull himself to standing position on the table leg and stare up at 
it, laughing.

Mrs. Grant’s daughter arrived and decided that there would 
be no funeral; just a simple cremation would do, and the ashes would 
travel back to California with her. She requested Lily’s and Jay’s help 
clearing out the apartment.  The woman was elegance personified, from 
coiffured silver hair to gleaming high-heeled boots. She moved with 
that same certain grace that her mother had shown, and had that same 
small, careful hesitance in her speech. “Just call me Leticia, Lily. Mrs. 
Behrenson is just too formal.

“My mother told me you were a great help to her, Lily,” she 
continued. “I always tried to get her to move to California to be closer to 
me, but she was set on staying in Milwaukee.  As you probably know, my 
mother could be really formidable. Really stubborn when she dug in.” 

Lily was surprised to hear that hear that this offer had been made 
and Mrs. Grant was the one who chose to stay on alone. She resolved not 
to make so many snap judgments about people from that moment on.

“I don’t plan on taking this furniture. I’ll just grab the photos 
and sort through the personal papers. I will have to box and ship the 
Cruikshank Dickens etchings from the dining room. Then there’s that 
Spicuzza oil painting of Bradford Beach with the Milwaukee skyline in 
the background that I grew up with—I can’t part with that, along with 
some of Mother’s Spode china that was her wedding gift. Anything else 
you can use, help yourself. The rest can go to the St. Vincent or Goodwill.”

Remembering how she had volunteered with meal preparation 
at Casa Maria Hospitality House during the spring before Little Jay’s 
birth, she asked, “Leticia, is it okay if we call this place that helps a lot 
of homeless women and children and vets?”  Letitia approved without 
hesitation.

This offer of furniture was exciting news, leading to the familial 
acquisition of an enamel-topped kitchen table with four red vinyl chairs, 
a maroon velvet couch, and a Persian carpet for the living room. As they 
were hauling the goodies down to their apartment, Jay proclaimed, “The 
prize is this dresser for the Hatchling. I’ll paint it bright blue with Lake 
Michigan scenes and lines from e.e.cummings poems.”  

Lily and Jay spent their entire Saturday packing up the clothing 

and dishware and miscellaneous household items. Lily gave Casa 
Maria a call, and two returned Vietnam vets in a battered pickup 
truck were only too happy to come by that same evening to pick up 
the items. 

“I misjudged her daughter, Jay. I seem to be good at that,” 
Lily mused. “Letitia seems to be a really independent person, but 
so was Mrs. Grant, when you think about it. Mrs. Grant had her 
options. I am glad she stayed here so I got to know her.” She paused. 
“I’m going to miss her presence overhead in Apartment 2.”

Letitia departed early Sunday afternoon. She came down 
the back stairs to the lower level to hand over the keys. Her words 
of thanks were effusive as the taxi driver out on Cramer Street kept 
honking impatiently. Lily noticed Letitia’s large, plaid travel bag, 
sure that it contained the canister with the remains of her friend 
Mrs. Grant.  The Civil War of the Heat was over; Lily would miss it 
for as long as she and Jay and the Hatchling and Lost Lenore and 
Messy Bessie would live in the English Basement of Tannenbaum 
Arms.

~ * * * * * ~

“Interabang. Question mark, exclamation point. I guess 
the name fits the place. I love the peculiar smell inside 
bookstores. Emanates musty, papery allure. The power 

of words. Much going on here at once; some thoughts to 
question; some to exclaim over.” 
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 Lolly, and the Currents
by Adam Krueger, photos Vince Bushell

The Tannenbaum Arms, by Darlene 
Wesenberg Rzezotarski (better 
known to her friends as Lolly), has 

been gracing a few pages of every issue of 
the Riverwest Currents since the spring 
of 2022. With each passing month, a new 
chapter is released to the public within 
these pages and on the paper’s website, riv-
erwestcurrents.org. Like the best historical 
fiction, The Tannenbaum Arms casts real 
life people, events, and places from the 
past and creates an accessible intersection 
into history, imagination, and personal in-
sight of the era to breathe new life into old 
names and dates.

The heart of the novel is the relation-
ship between Lily Swan and Joshua “Blue 
Jay” Haakens, their baby affectionately 
named The Hatchling, and their sweet old 
dog, Lenore. The plot follows them along 
their endeavors in caretaking a six-family 
apartment building two blocks away from 
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
where both attend classes. The charming 
and at times hilarious anecdotes and events 
are often lifted from experiences Lolly had 
operating a similar apartment building 
near campus with her husband, between 
1969 and 1980. The protagonist, Lily Swan, 
has a loose resemblance to her creator; Blue 
Jay, though, has taken on a life of his own in 
the pages, via the meticulous craft of con-
structing character and narrative which the 

Turtle woman having coffee with Mary Nohl.   
Oh, to be in the ring with the elephant. With Mary Nohl at your shoulder.

Today is your Lucky Day.  Image of Resilience.  
Ace or King, it is your fate. Just look into the mirror and you will be there.

O Tannenbaum, I thought I was a recluse and you were tucked away on a shelf. 
Stories take on lives of their own when swimming with the Current.

author has honed for decades.
The themes of the work explore social and 

political dynamics of the age and their manifesta-
tion in Milwaukee and the Midwest. The specters 
of Nixon, the Vietnam War, the military draft, 
and the tumultuous times of the Civil Rights Era 
hang over the people and places which comprise 
The Tannenbaum Arms. The stories are rich with 
allusions to pop culture and art of the epoch -- 
from Bob Dylan and the Beatles to the beat poet 
Gary Snyder, who makes an appearance speaking 
on the campus of UWM and chronicling the re-
al-life events that inspired the story. Between the 
realistic dialogue, the vivid descriptions of the 
setting, and attention to the details of living in the 
late sixties, Darlene has recreated an experience 
of walking in the shoes of another, decades ago, 
down the same streets all of us walk and drive 
every week.

Time and place have always been major 
themes throughout Lolly’s art. Apart from her 
writing, she is a gifted artist in ceramics. Her 
house could easily be mistaken for an art mu-
seum, with multitudes of beautiful creations scat-
tered throughout. Many of her best works are dis-
played in her picture book, Memorable Milwau-
kee. The book features stories to accompany the 
depictions of her ceramic statues, each of which 
maintains a spirit mirroring the liveliness of the 
setting from which it came. That same sense of 
spirit relating to time and place shines through in 
the pages of The Tannenbaum Arms.

Welcome to the Magic of  Lolly’s  home.

New Year’s Day was crisp and bright, but Blue Jay lay moaning in bed.  
“Coffee! Coffee!”

 Lily laughed, “It’s almost noon, and I would say you got what you 
deserved. How late did Frank stay last night? I fell asleep and didn’t even hear 
him leave.” 

“We spoke of many things. I didn’t even look at the clock. Good 
vibes. I think it was around three or four. How would you feel about living in 
Ishpeming?” 

“Brrrr.  That’s my answer.  Don’t even think about it.”

(January 1970, Tannebaum Arms)
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Our Summer veggies
are the cream

of the crop!

Our Summer veggies
are the cream

of the crop!

4 stores in greater Milwaukee • 24/7 online shopping • www.outpost.coopwww.outpost.coop
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of 
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so local
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come home
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* Automatic payment may be required. Minimum $7,000 new money and current Brewery Credit Union loans not subject to refinancing. Interest will begin accumulating at the date of loan signing: 
the first payment will include all interest accrued from the loan origination date. Membership eligibility required. $100 Refinance Offer: Loan must be transferred from another financial institution or 
finance company. The vehicle must be used as collateral. Offer valid for a limited time and subject to change. Only one transfer per vehicle. Some restrictions may apply. 

Auto Loans
Transfer your current loan from another lender 
to Brewery CU and we’ll give you $100 CASH!* 

414-273-3170       brewerycu.com
1351 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.

2863 S. Kinnickinnic Ave.
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Reaching Wellness Together
2060 N. Humboldt Ave., Third Floor, Milwaukee, WI 53212

414-265-5606 • invivowellness.com • @invivowellness

Better results  Physical Therapy. Specializing in Muscle and Joint Care Solutions. 
Massage Therapy | Yoga & Fitness Classes | Personal Training | Gym | Memberships
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4035 N Green Bay Ave. at Capitol Drive
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SHUTTLE SERVICE AVAILABLE
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Tires and Batteries
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Glass Repair
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Towing Available
WiFi Hotspot  
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414.312.8611

www.Manyo-Motors.com
Like us on Facebook at Manyo Motors LLC for the latest deals!
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