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by George Martin

George Floyd’s daughter Gigi, 6, 
shouted “Daddy changed the world!” 
after her dad’s arrest-death. The 

country and the world saw George Floyd’s 
life squeezed out of him by a Minneapolis 
police officer’s knee on his neck. Since his 
death on May 25, 2020, the Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) movement mobilized over 
seven million people marching to end po-
lice violence and racism in big cities and 
small towns across the US along with mil-
lions around the world. The BLM grew in 
two weeks as much as it had in two years.

As comedian Dave Chappell says, “The 
young people are driving the car and I’m 
enjoying riding in the back seat.” Here and 
across the country, the decentralized BLM 
has spawned articulate, passionate, and 
nonviolent young leaders leading marches 
throughout many communities. They are 
earning media exposure, educating people, 

and working for transformative change. 
I applaud them and drive my car in their 
marches to support them and to maintain 
safe distance in this COVID-19 Pandemic.

Yes, some violence has occurred, but the 
vast majority of demonstrations have been 
peaceful, with relatively few exceptions 
such as people taking criminal advantage 
or outsiders destroying property and per-
petrating violence with the police under the 
cover of the demonstrations. I am so glad to 
see young leaders, especially locally, stand-
ing up against violence and staying true to 
their message.

Movements include culture and art. The 
murals on Holton & North and the street 
art on Locust & MLK are powerful and 
well done, reflecting the BLM movement. 
Much appreciation to the artists for their 
contributions to the movement and our 
community.

With the problem of racism and police 
brutality existing all my life and back to the 

end of slavery, why is this explosion of pub-
lic sentiment happening now?

Why was the death of George Floyd 
so impactful? 

Much credit is due to citizens’ cell 
phone video documentation and to others 
that captured the many other instances of 
injustice and police misconduct. We and 
the world saw George Floyd dying in front 
of our eyes for a lengthy eight minutes and 
forty-six seconds. We heard George Floyd 
narrate his own death, declaring, “I can’t 
breathe” and calling out for his mother. For 
the first time we saw the faces of both the 
victim and murderer in the same frame. 
We knew, then, the offending officers 
name, Derek Chauvin. We all saw the look 
of impunity on Chauvin’s face staring into 
the camera with his hands in his pockets, 
knowing that he was killing Floyd.

We have heard the story about a bad 
apple in the barrel; but if that bad apple 

has been able to survive, to thrive; there is 
something seriously wrong with that barrel. 
Chauvin had sixteen complaints of brutal-
ity against him and only one reprimand. 
The barrel has other bad apples; the Min-
neapolis Police Department had forty-four 
incidents of knee on the neck strangulation 
during recent years. The barrel contains 
district attorneys who do not charge the 
police with misconduct yet work along-
side police to arrest “other” criminals. The 
barrel also contains the grand jury system 
which is secretive and designed to protect 
defendants who have serious charges. Pros-
ecutors have great influence on grand juries 
while they determine probable cause for 
criminal charges.

And the barrel contains racially biased 
judges who make the ultimate decisions.

While researching this article, it came 
to light that 80% of coroners were influ-
enced by their supervisors to change their 
autopsies in favor of the police (per CBS). 

Photo by Joe Brusky, See story Lilo Allen - Activisim on  page 2 

Change the World

Cont. p 3 - see - Where do we go from here?
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We at the Riverwest Co-op Grocery & Cafe say:

 “Thank you”!
…to our members and neighbors

for supporting us and
other local businesses.

We’re here for YOU!
…selling real food to make and eat,

fresh-made Grab-and-Go in the cooler,
plus cafe-made cookies and bakery.

Be safe out there…
looking forward to seeing you 

Hours:  11AM to 7PM
Closed Monday & Thursday

We respect your choice to wear a mask or not.

733 E. Clarke Street
414.264.7933
RiverwestCoop.org
Facebook & Instagram

* Medicare 
& Insurance 
Providers

414-265-5606 
2060 N. Humboldt Ave., Milwaukee

invivowellness.com

Massage Therapy | Chiropractic | Esthetics
Virtual LIVE Yoga and Fitness Classes | Virtual Personal Training

Locally-Owned • Award-Winning Physical Therapy*

SPECIALIZING IN CHRONIC PAIN  
Back, Neck, Hip, Knee, Ankle, 
Shoulder, Jaw / TMJ and more

• Essential Service
• No referral required
• Outcome-driven 1-to-1 holistic care
• Clinically sanitized private rooms

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

by Adam Krueger,  
photo by Mahdi Gransberry

Lilo Allen is a Milwaukee based artist and 
business owner of Papyrus & Charms.  

She creates culturally conscious art that is 
wearable and handmade.  Everything Allen 
makes honors her African American and 
Jamaican heritage.  Allen works with the 
Bronzeville Collective, a collaborative store 
that houses twenty-five local brands, em-
phasizing the representation of communi-
ties of color and Queer creatives.  The goal 
of the collective is to financially empower 
underrepresented artisans.  Since joining 
the neighborhood of Bronzeville the suc-
cess of the collective has helped improve 
the economics of the local area which Lilo 
is ardently dedicated towards to help create 
opportunities for communities of color.  

From sales of her Black Lives Matter 
bracelets Lilo has donated these earnings 
to the Milwaukee Freedom Fund, an orga-
nization dedicated to helping historically 
marginalized communities. It should then 
come as no surprise that in the wake of the 
tragedy of George Floyd and a multitude 
of other victims of police brutality, Lilo 
Allen has become one of the leading voices 
of the Milwaukee based protests. Allen is 
doing all she can to help educate, protect, 
and advocate for her community.  Lilo is 
one of the many community leaders along 

Lilo Allen and  
      the Importance of Activism

with Darius Smith organizing marches that 
center inclusivity and highlight police and 
prison injustices that affect the most vul-
nerable of our society, particularly LGBTQ 
citizens of color.  

Recently I talked to the artist and activ-
ist Lilo Allen to listen to what she advises 
about those that seek progressive change.  
Lilo claims to see the same waves of change 
that have been igniting a nation to look for 
tough answers to difficult questions we all 
face, not only as citizens of Milwaukee, but 
as Americans.  More than wanting to be a 
part of the answer she feels obliged to do all 
she can for the community and the culture.  
But Allen acknowledges the road will be 
paved with obstacles. She claims one of the 
biggest is the fact that so many white cit-
izens seem more concerned about looting 
or riots than the lives of African Americans 
lost to police brutality.  Like many other ac-
tivists, Allen hopes to reallocate funding for 
the police to help the same people that have 
disproportionally been victims to police 
violence.  Allen wants higher levels of ac-
countability and transparency for a police 
force that is often exploitative and causes 
harm to those they are designated to pro-
tect.  Allen is concerned that the Milwaukee 
Police Chief Alfonso Morales cares more 
about the reputation of the MPD than black 
lives.  Lilo and many like her hope to open 
new avenues of dialogue with elected offi-
cials of Milwaukee.  She believes apologies 

for past injustices are necessary to begin a 
broader conversation. 

 Lilo Allen knows all too well the work 
necessary is long and arduous but she is 
willing to do whatever it takes because to 
her none of us can be free until the most 
marginalized among us share those same 
freedoms.  Despite the difficult journey, she 
is not alone.   The sights, sounds, and sto-
ries of recent peaceful protests are so pro-
found they are hard to grasp.  Until recently 
I would have thought it almost unimag-
inable to see literally thousands of Milwau-
kee citizens joining in a sixteen-mile-long 
bike ride around the city on a hot summer 
day.  But seeing a whole afternoon of that 
unfold before me was more than inspiring.  
It begs the question: how big can this move-
ment get?  And more importantly, there is 
the question of what can be accomplished 
through a collective dedication to change 
the institutions we rely on for public safety 
and justice.  We cannot live in fear that those 
institutions will kill us or those we love.  
Lilo Allen is doing everything in her power 
to seek that change.  But she and other ac-
tivists cannot do this alone.  We need new 
ideas.  We need a strong analysis of data 
dealing with complex issues. We need more 
compassion, and we need to foster a shared 
sense of humanity in order to make this 
community and this nation better than it 
has ever been for everyone.

Someday!!!!!
The Riverwest Co-op and Cafe looks forward to the time when we can serve coffee and 
tasty organic dishes from our Cafe. We had planned additional counter seating at the front 
of the store which is beautiful and was just installed. Now, when covid-19 allows, we will 
open our Cafe again! Staff, Alex and Paula were kind enough to pose and wish us cheer, 
with masks of course.

 Lilo Allen knows all too well the work 
necessary is long and arduous but she is 
willing to do whatever it takes because to 
her none of us can be free until the most 
marginalized among us share those same 
freedoms. 
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Remember in 2011, Milwau-
kee’s Derek Williams saying, “I 
can’t breathe” while dying ne-
glected in the back of a police 
squad car? The coroner initially 
blamed his death on sickle cell 
disease, a blood disorder found 
in some African Americans 
which medically has nothing 
to do with breathing (RW Cur-
rents Article, November 2012 -A 
Call for Federal Investigation of 
MPD by G. Martin).

Some say training is the 
answer, especially implicit bias 
training whose design did not 
include standards for evalua-
tion, and therefore its effective-
ness has not realistically been 
evaluated, and at the same time 
some officers admit and even 
brag about ignoring it.

Many, and especially the 
BLM, say that defunding the 
police is the answer. Defunding 
is not dismantling the police. 
Those who want to maintain 
the status quo promote the 
fear of lawlessness in equating 
defunding to dismantling. De-
funding is a process of re-imag-
ining policing and reallocating 
budgets to better serve the 
community.

A policeman’s job entails 
dealing with criminals -- 
enough in itself -- but also with 
domestic violence, schools, mi-
nor drug violations, the men-
tally ill and the homeless. In 
re-structuring policing duties, 
much can be assigned social 
workers, counselors, psycholo-
gists, and mental health work-
ers, allowing the police to focus 
on crime. Hence, defunding is 
really re-allocating part of the 
police budget to other profes-
sionals in human services such 
as mental health, education, 
drug abuse and other social 

services like housing. This al-
lows for a better focus and bet-
ter policing.

Locally, the Milwaukee 
Public Schools (MPS) ended 
their nearly half-million-dollar 
contract with the Milwaukee 
Police Department (MPD). 
The contract covered the cost 
of six police officers trained 
to respond to incidents and 
special events at schools. MPS 
decided to invest those funds 
in students and support social 
services.

The Milwaukee Common 
Council proposed a 10% police 
budget cut in the city’s 2021 
budget and re-allocating those 
funds to services and agencies 
that address racism, poverty, 
joblessness, mental illness, 
and other underlying causes of 
criminal behavior.

As we work to change the 
police culture from gladiators 
to guardians, the police unions 
are the defenders of that glad-
iator culture. Police unions are 
the only labor union that nego-
tiates impunity from prosecu-
tion. They provide funding to 
officers outside of government 
budgets through secretive po-
lice foundations such as the 
Fraternal Order of Police which 
has national impact by lobbying 
and blocking key presidential 
appointments. Police unions 
should adjust to a new era of 
policing without militarization 
and not be part of the problem.

The movement against sys-
temic racism and police brutal-
ity has grown tremendously. In 
terms of movement building, 
BLM is at the Majority Stage 
with the arrest-death of George 
Floyd being the catalytic event. 
Next can be the Success Stage 
with the movement achieving 

one or more of its 
demands.

Many of us worry 
that, as with other 
such moments in the 
past, this one may 
slip away without our 
society really doing 
the deep work of 
facing our collective 
demons: the systemic 
racism and police vi-
olence inherent in the 
soul and psyche of our 
country. 

Where Do We Go 
From Here?

When asked the 
question, the major-
ity respond that we 
have to change things. 

Many want immediate change. 
Most focus entirely on the po-
lice. Some talk of working on 
the root causes. Some talk of 
voting. Some talk of the power 
structure as being the problem.

We talk like the power 
structure is an insurmountable 
institution. Power is people.

Power is the people who 
write, vote for, sign, enforce and 
judge the laws. People of power 
are not just the elected law 
makers: president and congress, 
governors and state legislatures. 
Additionally, ‘down ballot’ 
people of power are our local 
elected governments: mayors 
and county executives, alder-
man and supervisors, district 
attorneys and judges who im-
plement law and where deemed 
utilize law enforcement. All are 
the people of the power struc-
ture, that can affect continued 
racial injustice and police bru-
tality. All of these people have 
impact on that rotten apple bar-
rel that we talked about earlier. 
Some of these people are in that 
rotten barrel.

Much of the power struc-
ture consists of people who 
are elected to office. Because 
of that, many feel that voting 
is our best path to change. We 
know that many of us don’t vote 
due to a lack of trust, a lack of 
change after voting, along with 
apathy, cynicism, despair, voter 
suppression and feelings that 
our vote doesn’t count.

The state of our democracy 
and the lives of people of color 
are at a tipping point.  No mat-
ter our feelings about voting, 
if you really want transforma-
tional change, whether it be 
police accountability, systemic 
racism, health care, economic 
equity, climate change, military 
spending, etc., 2020 is the time 
to vote.

Some change can come 
soon and has in local commu-
nities, but we must continue to 
try, to go and bring others along 
to vote.

Some suggest that in re-
membrance of George Floyd’s 
last eight minutes and forty-six 
seconds of life:  We should each 
get 9 people to register to vote.

We should each get 9 people 
to the polls to vote.

We should each write down 
9 things we want to change 
and send them to our elected 
officials.

Real transformative change 
will require us to continue to 
vote at all levels and to vote for 

elected officials and candidates 
who agree with our values. 
Let’s vote to put an end to rac-
ism and police brutality.

George Floyd’s daughter, 
Gigi, proclaimed that, “Daddy 
changed the world.” Yes, and 
we must make it happen by 
ending systemic racism and 
police brutality and ushering 
in a new era of community po-
licing that is better focused on 
stopping crime and serving all 
of our communities justly as 
guardians of our people. 

To accomplish this, we 
must all VOTE in November 
for President, US Represen-
tative, even-numbered Wis-
consin State Senate seats, all 
Wisconsin Assembly seats, and 
all District Attorneys to begin 
to replace those in the power 
structure who have perpetrated 
systemic racism and police 
brutality and also may be in-
side that rotten apple barrel. We 
must continue to VOTE every 
chance we get to gradually 
place candidates who share our 
values in the power structure, 
vote for resolutions and ref-
erendums to further progress 
and clean-out that rotten apple 
barrel!

P.S. BLM marchers, please 
get tested for the COVID-19 vi-
rus. You may not be showing 
symptoms, but you could be “as-
ymptomatic,” carrying the virus 
and able to infect others. This 
pandemic is real and spreading 
with increasing cases and deaths 
among young people ages 19 to 
30. It is well documented as to 
the disproportionate impact on 
the elderly and people of color. 
Please get tested now so that 
we can all live and continue to 
change the world.

George Martin is an activist, 
trainer, and lecturer, serving the 
MLK Justice Coalition, Peace 
Action, Pace Bene Campaign 
Nonviolence, Liberty Tree 
Foundation and is a former 
Fellow of the MU Center for 
Peacemaking.

Cont . from p 1 - Where do we go from here?
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Amy Schmutte, OWL Program Manager

OWL’s July 2020 programming

OWL (Older.Wiser.Local) is a 
program created to serve, enlighten 
and educate area seniors (50 and up). 
OWL is sponsored by the Jazz Gallery 
Center for the Arts, along with Bader 
Philanthropies. 

Normally, we would be gathering 
in-person for these programs, but to 
respect the safety of everyone, we’re 
temporarily broadcasting our material, 
interview-style, on Riverwest Radio, 
WXRW, 104.1FM. 

Our shows begin at 3pm and last 
until 3:30pm every Wednesday and 
Thursday, every week. Please tune in! 

If you miss the live broadcast, you 
can catch it afterward at:

riverwestradio.com/show/owl-older-
wiser-local/

Wednesday, July 1: Talent Spotlight 
on the amazing Kavon Cortez Jones: 
Spoken-Word mastery at its finest!

Thursday, July 2: Welcoming back the 
amazing Rap artist, Entrepreneur (list 
goes on and on) Darick Spears! He’s got 
too much to share, for just one show!

Wednesday, July 8: Peace Action’s 
George Martin represents their MLK 
Justice Coalition in which he does his 
police accountability work!

Thursday, July 9: Engaging Your 
Unconscious Life with Respect and 
Curiosity: led by Urban Mystic and 
Process-Oriented Therapist, Ro Hanus.

Wednesday, July 15: A Day in the 
Life: Interracial Love and Protest, with 
Ken’Triana McDade and Jack Hoeffel.

Thursday, July 16: Navigating 
the Nuances of Narcissism, led by 
Psychology Expert, Jill Reiske.

Wednesday, July 22: Scholar Bob 
Neuman schools us on the topic of 
Prehistoric Art, with an Emphasis on 
Cave Paintings.

Thursday, July 23: Emotional 
and Mental Health Advisor, 
Melissa Redmond Galeener takes 
us through a continuation of May’s 
discussion on Bipolar Disorder.

 
Wednesday, July 29: A Catalogue: 

Attacks on Our Environment During 
this Global Pandemic. Led by 
Environment Protection Advocate 
Barbara Aho.

Thursday, July 30: A Close Look at 
One Poem, Short and Famous. Led by 
scholar Bob Neuman.

by Wanda Beals

A s a Riverwest Elder, I have lived seven 
decades and two years. I have seen the 
marginal improvement in the lives of 

the working people eroded. Now elected of-
ficials are questioning many of the advance-
ments. Over the past three and a half years, 
our president has displayed racist actions 
and unashamedly expressed racist ideas. He 
has encouraged law enforcement to be bru-
tal during arrests. His tweets are troubling 
and problematic. 

Much of our civil unrest has roots in our 
founding fathers' decisions. Many proclaim 
their greatness. However, their decisions 
were divisive -- possibly, intentionally so. 
The founders  granted freedoms and rights, 
but only to other white men -- property 
owners like themselves. Think about it: In 
1776 they even denied rights and freedoms 
to other white men, including men who 
were not property owners. (Renting in 1776 
had its drawbacks!)

Personal worth and freedoms were only 
for the white men who owned land. It was 
not offered to indigenous people, women, 
or people of color. Even now there is a pow-
erful wealthy conservative contingency that 
disapproves that these rights have now been 
extended to others who were left out before. 

Today, the omissions of the founding 
fathers are being placed squarely on the 
shoulders of the police. They are not trained 
or properly equipped to solve centuries of 

institutional racism and discrimination. At 
best, they have been managing a status quo 
that is not working for us or them. We do 
need to rethink what their role should be in 
a free society. They can not be expected to 
heal a host of problems resulting from pov-
erty, closed mindedness, self-serving preju-
dices, and racism. 

Folks are again protesting for a new de-
mocracy that is just and fair. Rather than 
reminiscing about a past greatness (that was 
“great” then only for a select few), protesters 
demand that those same freedoms and pro-
tections be afforded to all. They want racial 
and social injustices ceased. They do not 
want to have to fear law enforcement. 

Given the past several years of police 
killing innocent black people during en-
counters, the BLM protestors are right to 
say “Defund the Police”. They want radical 
change in law enforcement. They want po-
lice to be charged criminally when they 
commit crimes against citizens. They want 
improved community safety strategies that 
do not abuse or mistreat black and brown 
people. They want bias and prejudice to be 
considered in responding to non-emergency 
911 calls, rather than accepting every call as 
free of racism and prejudgment. 

BLM protestors are demanding freedom 
from oppressive law enforcement. White 
America will be well served to listen and 
participate in examining how police can 
better serve everyone. 

The Omissions of the Founding Fathers

by Lorraine Jacobs and Vince Bushell
Next Election Date: Tuesday, August 

11, 2020 -- Partisan Primary, On your 
ballot in Riverwest you will likely find:

Voting by party for ,U.S. Con-
gress Member in the House of Rep-
resentatives,  (Gwen Moore is the 
incumbent and a Democrat) , Wis-
consin State Senate District 06 (La 
Tonya Johnson is the incumbent and a 
Democrat). Wisconsin State Senate Dis-
trict 4, (Lena Taylor is the incumbent and 
a Democrat ). Note: Taylor lost to Tom 
Barrett in the April Mayoral election. She 
remains the State Senator representing 
parts of Riverwest. 

Tim Carpenter and Chris Larson also 
represent parts of Milwaukee County 
as State Senators. Larson lost to David 
Crowley in the April Election for Mil-
waukee County Exec. Joe Biden won the 
Democratic Presidential Primary in April.

Wisconsin Assembly District 16, (Ka-
lan Haywood is the incumbent and a 
Democrat) Nearby incumbents are all 
Democrats in the State Assembly, Jocasta 
Zamarripa, and Johnathan Brostoff are 
also Milwaukee Reps in the State Assem-
bly. Vote for one in each office. They may 
be unopposed, if opposed, the top Party 
Candidate choice moves on to the No-
vember General Election ballot. A sample 
ballot for the August 11, 2020 election 
will be available, July 24, 2020. 

Voting locations, organized by 
Wards, are in schools and public build-
ings throughout the neighborhood. The 

"Supermarket Legends" (legendsvote.
org/who-represents-you/) assist you to 
determine your ward number and offers 
a helpful voting guide, titled “MKE Ward 
Flyer”.

Early Voting is a form of “Absentee 
Voting”, but done in-person, prior to 
August 11, 2020 at specially designated 
locations. Exact dates for Early Voting 
have yet to be determined. All forms and 
ballots are available to you at these sites. 
If your address changed since the last 
time you voted you will need to register, 
which can be done at the Early Voting 
site. You can also Register to vote on the 
My Vote Wisconsin web site https://my-
vote.wi.gov   Be sure to bring your photo 
ID and proof of your correct address with 
you when to go to an any Voting site. 

COVID19 influence on Voting 
At this time, all Polling Sites for August 

11, 2020 have been determined and will 
be staffed. If pandemic safety measures 
and health department restrictions are 
announced, watch for confirmation of 
dates and locations for Voting and Early 
Voting at Milwaukee Election Commis-
sion website, myvote.wi.gov. For answers 
to questions regarding voting, check the 
websites in this article, as well as vote411.
gov provided by the Milwaukee League 
of Women Voters. 

We know this Info. is incomplete. We 
urge you to be persistent, pursue voting for 
yourself and then help others as you learn. 
Working together through the voting pro-
cess makes our community stronger. 

Your Vote is Your Voice 
Practice up before the big November Election
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The Eleventh Hour
By Rosie Moser

During these challenging times, re-
member the words of the Hopi 
Elders:

“You have been telling the people that 
this is the Eleventh Hour, now you must 
go back and tell the people that this is the 
Hour.”

Traditional Hopi Prayer
There is a river flowing now very fast.
It is so great and swift that there are 

those who will be afraid. They will try to 
hold on to the shore.  They will feel they are 
being torn apart, and they will suffer greatly. 
Know the river has its destination.   The 
elders say we must let go of the shore, 
push off into the middle of the river.   See 
who is in there with you, and celebrate. 
At this time in history we are to take 
nothing personally.  Least of all ourselves.  
For the moment that we do, our spiritual 
growth and journey comes to a halt. 
The time of the lone wolf is over.   Gather 
yourselves! Banish the word “struggle” 
from your attitude and your vocabulary.   
All that we do now must be done in 
a sacred manner and in celebration.    
We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.

This prayer was shared many years 

ago at a church committee meeting I 
was attending.   We were charged with 
implementing necessary but unpleasant 
changes that would affect staff and 
members, some adversely.  

Life is change.   Change shows up 
unannounced and expects us to simply 
fall in line.  Yet it can be an opportunity 
for growth.   A dear friend and pastoral 
care provider had a saying:   “Change is 
inevitable; growth is optional”.   I have 
found these words to be an invaluable 
source of encouragement and guidance.

When change enters our lives (and it 
will) some of us will stubbornly cling to the 
familiar.  Change is uncomfortable and it is 

hard work if we embrace the opportunity. 
Life’s river flows without a map.  It follows 
the shape of the river, directed by the pull 
of the moon and our universe.  The river 
doesn’t schedule stops along the way or 
reserve a motel room for a nights rest.   
It just keeps going.   Does this mean we 
are left helpless with no room to exercise 
our free will as human beings?  Consider 
one has the opportunity to grab onto a 
branch and leave the river for a time to 
reflect and learn from our journey and 
then jump back in.  As in all things, this 
will look different for all of us.

As Elders, we’ve been traveling the 
river for a long time.  What we’ve learned 

Hopi Elder Thomas Banhyaca delivers a message to friends in 1995

along the way we must share with those 
younger.   We can offer suggestions yet 
they must make this river journey in their 
own way.

Current events have taken us out 
of the river and quarantined in our 
homes.   Let us take this unexpected gift 
of time to grow as a community and as 
individuals.   Daily we are shown how 
interconnected we have always been 
yet failed to recognize.   I have come to 
appreciate so many things in my life that 
I’ve often taken for granted.   Traveling 
to visit my grandchildren and family, 
lunch and a movie with friends, sharing 
a glass (or two) of wine, getting together 
with my amazing Riverwest Elders. 
Bette Davis had a famous line in the 
movie All About Eve:   “Hang onto your 
seats it’s going to be a bumpy ride.”

 Life’s river welcomes all on this 
journey to an unknown destination.   
An invitation to embrace letting go 
and trusting the wisdom of the river.  
Trust in the collective goodness of 
our communities.   Be encouraged by 
compassion and love of your fellow 
travelers.  Choose not to be paralyzed by 
fear; let go, find your tribe in the middle 
of the river and grab each other’s hand.   
Enjoy the ride - bumps and all!

by Lee Gutowski

Dale Jones sat on a porch in Riv-
erwest recently for an inter-
view with the Riverwest Cur-

rents. Porches are his natural element 
at the moment; from this porch, Dale 
can point out more than one that he’s 
built or worked on right on this very 
block. And if you happen to be pass-
ing by his home on Bremen Street at 
6:30 a.m. or thereabouts, you’re likely 
to see him on his porch, drinking 
coffee and getting ready for his work 
day.

Although he can build a house 
from the ground up, and has worked 
many large-scale construction jobs 
in his day, he’s happy to be this sum-
mer’s “porch guy.” 

“I’m trying to do a lot of porches 
this year. There’s a real need here in 
Riverwest. That’s my plan this year. 
Right now at this moment (with 
COVID-19), it’s very good for me. 
Lots of people are doing things to 
their homes now and many need 
help, or need someone who can do 
the things they can’t. So I can build 
a step or a stairway, I can work with 
them for a few hours a few days and then go 
to another job right in Riverwest.”

A master carpenter who went to school 
for and learned “both the theory and the 
practices” of carpentry in his original coun-
try of Belize, Dale has been practicing his 
trade for thirty years now. “I didn’t just 
learn on the street. I don’t just put things 
together. My education has taken me a long 
way. Once I do something, it’s done right.” 

Some people call him Rasta
Dale, who is usually wearing a “loc 

wrap” or head wrap over his long and plen-
tiful dreads, is a familiar sight in Riverwest. 
His English is accented with the lovely 
creole patois of Belize, where the official 
language is English and most people speak 
multiple languages. (Dale speaks Span-
ish too, and explained that it’s helpful for 
working with other tradesmen wherever he 
goes.) “Lots of people call me Rasta.”

Belize to Waukegan to NOLA to 
Riverwest

As a young man, Jones came to the 
United States in 1996. “I was young and 
wanted to have plenty of new experiences.” 
He lived first in Waukegan, where he prac-
ticed his trade on some big jobs in Chi-
cago. It was there where one of his biggest 
challenges came while working on a large 
commercial building. “We started in the 
summer, when we put in the foundation, 
then started working our way up … By the 
time it’s winter, it’s just about time to do the 
roof, setting up trusses and stuff. And that 
was very dangerous, being up on the roof, 
with the snow and wind. But we had a good 
team and we were safe.”

Jones headed down to New Orleans af-
ter Hurricane Katrina struck, and lived and 
worked there for over 3 years. “It was pretty 
bad down there, but it was also fun to live 
there and the work was very good.” 

He returned to our 
neck of the woods and 
worked in Wauwatosa 
for a while before 
ending up in River-
west about seven years 
ago.  “It’s funny. Now 
all the people know 
me. People here are 
very friendly, I love 
it. Sometimes things 
happen, like I go to 
McDonald’s to the 
drive-through, and get 
to the window to pay, 
but the car in front of 
me paid for it already. 
Or I go to a restaurant 
and they tell me the 
bill is taken care of, 
and I don’t even know 
who did it. I don’t re-
ally eat all that much, 
but I maybe I should 
start going out to eat 
more often,” he joked. 
“People here are so 
nice.” 

No Limit Carpentry
  

“Everybody thinks I’m a musician, but 
I’m like, no I’m a carpenter. I’m a master 
carpenter. I love challenges, but I don’t 
think there’s any more challenges for me 
(in this work). When it comes to carpentry 
work, I have that drive. I can do it. I like 
it when it’s something someone thinks is 
impossible to do, but then I come and take 
care of it.” 

Jones has done all kinds of work on 
large rental properties to commercial 
buildings to individual homes. He’s worked 
on crews from Chicago to New Orleans 
and in between. Now, he’s in business for 
himself. His company, No Limit Carpentry, 
LLC, is a solo thing. “It’s very good because 
so much of my work is here in Riverwest. 
This is why so many people know me, at 
least when they see me. Even if they don’t 
know my name. You’ll see me all over the 
neighborhood.”

Jones loves his work. He enjoyed help-
ing out the guys at Sunrise, visiting them 
every evening at closing time to talk and 
“make sure they were safe when they were 
closing the store … I still see Mike and 
Odeh a lot. I just visited Odeh at his house. 
He just got done painting the whole thing! 
It looks good.” He’s also doing some work 
for the new owners at Sunrise, putting in 
new plexiglass at the cash registers and 
making other alterations during the ongo-
ing pandemic. 

Talking about the pandemic, Dale ex-
plains, “It’s very hard, we have to be careful. 
Now I’m always working, almost all day 
and every day.  I’m keeping very safe. I have 
my masks, all my hand sanitizers and clean-
ers in my car so it’s all with me everywhere 
I go. The place I’m most exposed is Home 
Depot, where of course I’m very careful.”  

Dale used to enjoy Center Street Daze 
and all the fun summer parties happening 
in the neighborhood. It was after a day of 
partying at Center Street Daze that he was 
walking home and Mike from Sunrise of-
fered him a 12-pack of beer. “I had this 
12-pack and I got home but didn’t feel like 
drinking more after Center Street. So, I just 
quit. For some reason.” That was four years 
ago, and now he’s an avid coffee drinker. 
“The work I do is hard on me physically, so 
it’s good not to be drinking anymore. Now 
that I’m old and my knee hurts,” he chuck-
les, gesturing to the knee brace he has to 
wear now. “I just woke up one day and it 
was like this.” 

A youthful looking fellow of 50, Dale is 
nowhere near retiring. As he says, “I’m not 
going anywhere. I love it here.” He’s the 11th 
in a family of 13 children, all of whom “are 
very close.” Although only Dale and one of 
his sisters live in the US, they all keep in 
touch regularly, some even daily. And as 
much as Dale loves it here, there are dreams 
of what retirement will look like. It will have 
something to do with being around his sib-
lings, back in beautiful Belize. 

Dale Jones (and No Limit Construc-
tion) can be found on Facebook. Check out 
pictures of his work on Facebook at DJ No 
Limit Carpentry LLC. 

Neighbor Spotlight: Dale Jones
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I do childcare in my home. The police 
broke into my house and said they could 
come in because the door was “open.” It was 
unlocked. They were looking for someone 
else who had my son’s name. They terrified 
the babies. 

I live at Keefe and Concordia. The police 
raided my house. It was a case of mistaken 
identity. I wasn’t there when they came and 
I later learned that they didn’t break the 
doors down because the police dogs didn’t 
detect anything. Then they came again, to 
both doors at once, in their SWAT gear and 
terrified our kids. I felt very violated. The 
police went through my whole house. I 
never was given a reason.

I don’t have problems with the police 
but my children are boys 21,19,17, and 13 
yrs. of age. They always get stopped, get 
messed with because they live in this area. 
(inner city) They’ve never been to jail. 
They’re not A students, but they’re good 
kids. I was told by the police, “two or more 
is a gang.” What am I supposed to do about 
that? One time my 17 year old was carrying 
a book bag. Someone had been robbed and 
the police grabbed him, threw him against 
the car, etc. even though the robbery victim 
was saying “That’s not him!”

(Youth) I was walking with three 
friends. We had just left my home and a 
MPD car drove up and started asking me 
questions. “Where you going?” To play bas-
ketball. “Where’s the dope at? Where’s the 
money?” I don’t have any. I’m not that type 
of person. The policeman hand-cuffed me. 
He let me go after a while. My mom filed a 
police report. The incident upset me for a 
couple weeks.

 I had obscenities yelled at me by a car-
load of white boys as I waited in line at Fox 
Bay Theatre.

My son went to school in Shorewood. 
The PTA didn’t address the needs of Afri-
can American students. We needed a sup-
port group for African-American parents. I 
was outraged that only 2 out of 8 black kids 
graduated. There were police in school who 
dealt with offenses as judicial instead of as 
social when black kids were involved.

On black experience 

The police are pretty brutal on the south 
side. I got slammed against cars. I saw and 
experienced a lot of brutality.

(Youth) I know a seventeen year old 
who took a knife to school. He was ex-
pelled. And after that he never went back 
to school. He said he was afraid of people 
on his way to school and forgot to ditch the 
knife. It’s a waste. It makes me feel bad. It 
was a no-win situation.

In my early adolescence I was in trouble 
a lot. I lived in the 53206 zip code. I ended 
up being sent to the Vel Phillips Detention 
Center. Until then I had never had any 
experience with whites. Once I got there 
I learned that other people (whites) were 
more important than me. 

My family were among the first African 
Americans to move to an area in Racine. 
They didn’t want us there. They didn’t want 
us anywhere near them. The neighbors 
tried to make my parents feel they were less 
than them. I hated the community at first. 
They called me names. I really wanted to 
move but my parents said we were staying. 
That was my first experience of racism as 
a child.

In 2003 I moved to Menomonee Falls. 
I was at the grocery store and the lady in 
front of me wrote a check for $200. It was 
no biggie. When I wrote a check for $50 I 
was asked for two forms of I.D. 

I was born in Chicago and went to a 
predominantly black school. Some of my 
fellow students have been very successful. I 
was raised/taught to be proud to be a black 
person. When I was sixteen we moved to 
Racine. I went to a group meeting there 
and had to introduce myself. Everyone 
expected me to be bad because I am black. 
The teachers were not open minded. In 
Wisconsin, I found that I was not supposed 
to be smart or good. I went to college in 
Whitewater. At my job at a copy shop I was 
told about a black guy who didn’t pay, as if 
it had to do with me. In Wisconsin we are 
not supposed to be successful.

 There have been many job interviews 
where I was ignored. They would call ev-
eryone else and not me. I have even been 
asked how I learned to speak so well. I 
never gave up.

I had three kids in the Menomonee 
Falls district. It is very hard to get people to 
understand how different treatment is for 
different colors. They don’t get it at all. It’s 
so hard. Everything moves so slow.

I am a mental health therapist. In meet-
ings I’m almost always the only person of 
color. I get interrupted and talked over a lot. 
It happens all the time. Sometimes I have to 
ask a white person to repeat my words so I 
will be heard. We are all educated so please 
stop running over me.

I went to a non-denominational church. 
My older sister was on the dance team but 
I didn’t get to dance. I wanted to hang 
out with the other kids, the boys, sons of 
the minister included. They told me ‘No, 
we don’t hang out with black girls.’ I was 
shocked and hurt. In my opinion in any 
walk of life racism will show up.

 
The performance talked about col-

orism. That made me think back to my 
growing up in the South until I was 12. I 
hated my darker skin because of all the bad 
comments people made. I thought “my 
own race hates me”. And my grandma said 
whites were better than blacks. So I didn’t 
fit into either (race). I grew up without an 
identity. I’m in the wrong color skin.

Blacks don’t value selves because we’re 
taught by society not to.

Living Black My two college grad sons are still black. 
I worry every day. Talk about stress. I got it.

It happens to us all the time. The most 
recent was when my son and I were driving 
and got pulled over. They asked me for my 
I.D. And then they went to the passenger 
side and asked him for his. I told them he’s 
only 15, he doesn’t have any. They kept 
pushing him. I had to prove his age and 
identity. I carry his birth certificate. I felt 
really angry. And later I felt terrified for my 
son’s future.

I’ve been harassed by the police in my 
neighborhood for doing nothing. They said 
it doesn’t matter. I was harassed in front 
of my own house. The officer wouldn’t 
give me his name and badge number. I 
heard gunshots and walked outside to look 
around. As I walked back to my house I was 
asked by police if I heard anything. I said 
I heard gunshots. They made me open my 
shirt and questioned me. They were very 
rough. 

When I think about stereotyping and 
profiling, I think about how differently I am 
treated in a working suit and at my home. I 
live in the neighborhood I grew up in and 
I have always had a nice car. But anytime 
I would ride outside of my neighborhood 
I would get a police escort, although they 
would never talk to me.

It’s the badge and the gun and I’m like 
no it’s the guns. I ran because I was scared… 

To close this article I would like to 
share comments made by Black people of 
different ages in response to the question, 
“What would you like people to know 
about you?”

That I’m innocent, honest, lovable, 
a grandmother, a mother, a child, and a 
father-figure. And I’ll be a snitch if I have 
to be.

I’m not just an African American boy, 
I’m a kind, warm-hearted person who cares 
and loves others.

I have many talents. I can do anything 
I put my mind to. I sew, make jewelry, fix 
lawnmowers. 

Give me respect as I give respect to you.

I would like to be respected as a girl. And 
I like babies. I’d like to work with babies.

I’m worth taking a chance on. I 
haven’t been given many opportunities. 
I’m honest and sweet.

I am from a broken home. I lost my 
mother and my father.

I’m a very hard worker. I talk and 
think a lot. I’m very creative. I want to be 
an architect.

I’m loving and smart.

Thank you for reading this. I hope your 
perspective has been enriched.

by Ellen C. Warren

I know that there is a lot to take 
in and digest right now regarding the 
injustices heaped upon Black people, as 
well as other people of color. But I invite 
you to continue learning, even when 
it gets painful. Some folks don’t have a 
choice.

On that note, I wish to share with 
you some of the words of participants in 
groups facilitated by the Zeidler Group. 
In our work to foster dialogue we hear a 
lot of truths about what really happens 
in our world. Everyone maintains their 
anonymity, but all you will read came 
out of the mouths of real people telling 
their own stories. Consider it a glimpse 
into the reality of daily life for a Black 
person.

Say His Name

Beauty sees Beauty-Hand and Swallowtail Butterfly
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History 

of the 

Struggle

The Zeidler Group was created in 
2005 as a volunteer organization started 
by Mayor Frank Zeidler and members of 
Frank Zeidler's home parish, Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, centered in the heart of 
Milwaukee.  The organization's original 
name was the Frank P. Zeidler Center for 
Public Discussion. 

The organization's first Executive Di-
rector was Rev. Dr. Lisa Bates-Froiland 
who served part-time until moving to 

full-time employment as pastor of Re-
deemer. In 2013, Dr. Katherine Wilson 
became Executive Director. After sub-
stantial growth, the Center gained non-
profit status in 2015. 

Since our inception, we have offered 
trainings, hosted workshops, and led 
conversations on public issues for Mil-
waukee community members and local 
groups, such as the Milwaukee Police 
Department, Safe & Sound, Habitat for 
Humanity, the Boys and Girls Clubs, the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
Marquette University & many more.

We have facilitated dialogues on guns, 
racial reconciliation, interfaith dialogues, 
war, immigration, and segregation in Mil-
waukee to name a few. We thank all those 
who participated in finding a better way 
to talk about challenging and exciting as-
pects of living in Milwaukee!

In 2014, we expanded our program-
ming internationally, forming partner-
ships and hosting facilitator trainings in 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
and El Salvador. 

In 2020, the organization rebranded 
as the Zeidler Group, Inc. as a way to 
highlight our work as a group of caring 
facilitators who serve both regionally and 
nationally.

The Evolution of the Zeidler Group

by Roberta Hanus 

Today a client of mine described the situa-
tion in her life as a “hard re-set”. 

I am a Jungian-oriented therapist and I lis-
ten to words in much the same way that I listen 
to dreams. Words, like dreams, are a symbolic 
language that can have so much more meaning 
and weight than what a person might imagine. 
So, when I hear a word or a phrase that fasci-
nates or is new to me, my ears perk up and I 
ponder the possibility that it may have greater 
significance than what was intended. I don’t 
consider myself to be computer-savvy, so the 
words “hard re-set” got my attention. I asked 
my client “what is this?”

She explained: “a hard re-set is necessary 
when a computer or other device crashes or 
is otherwise unresponsive. A hard re-set ends 
all current software operations and is used 
to remove or wipe out all data in a system.“                                                                                               
(Italics are my emphasis.)

I believe that the socio-political conflict 
of the past several weeks and months are akin 
to a hard re-set. Like a sluggish computer, our 
core values are not functioning properly and 
the elimination of our previous behavior and 
data is long overdue. Our hard drive has bro-
ken down, collapsed after being paralyzed in 
its ability to send or receive information ade-
quately. Certain bugs have been voted out, but 
still we’re pretty sure that since our democracy 
was hacked, it hasn’t been working smoothly. 
The software (i.e. our hearts and minds) has 
been infected by an insidious virus and the 
program we relied on to help rectify this has 
become unresponsive. Face it: the entire system 

has crashed. 
My experience with a hard re-set is that 

afterwards, everything looks better, sounds 
better, works better, feels better. A hard re-
set removes statues of slaveholders from our 
landscape, defunds police departments, and 
upholds legislation protecting the fundamental 
rights of every black, brown or LGBTQ indi-
vidual. A hard re-set breathes new life into our 
economy with homes, jobs, food, and health-
care as a basic human right, not a privilege. A 
hard re-set is a nonviolent protest that advances 
our Democracy’s ability to function in the way 
it was built to function, meant to function.

From this symbolic perspective, the recent 
events of this year have been akin to installing 
a new browser, an essential component for 
the future of our country. A new hard drive 
that fosters an equal relationship with citizens 
throughout the world and depends with re-
spect on the vitality, leadership, creative ideas 
and hardwiring of the passionate youth who 
have come forward to organize marches, coor-
dinate communities and pump up the volume! 

Listening to the words that an individual 
or a culture creates and then uses to define or 
frame the experience they are having is not 
only interesting, but fun. It also provides an-
other dimension to the conversations folks are 
having. 

Another oddball word is the ubiquitous 
“coronavirus”, named supposedly for the little 
crowns it has posted about its miniscule ball-
shaped cell. Even as I write this, I envision our 
planet with the same impression: various mon-
archies popping  up around the globe, each ca-
pable of becoming a dictatorship, lording over 

the public health of the individuals who inhabit 
its boundaries. 

Corona as “king” or “crown” is represen-
tative of our democracy (or any other) -- be-
coming so out of balance, it ends up represent-
ing only the 1% instead of the majority. I am 
amazed at the image of this goofy looking, red 
spiked “king of viruses”, yet it serves to deepen 
the symbolic dreaming that I believe in. I find 
it fascinating that while we call or identify a 
word one way, we unknowingly or uncon-
sciously express something more expansive 
and foreboding. 

Another word that has my attention these 
days is “asymptomatic”. The notion that you 
may be positive for the coronavirus but have 
never experienced discomfort related to it, is 
like what many people often say when they 
are told they have white privilege. They believe 
they are without symptoms. And when we 
are reminded that racism hides in every nook 
and cranny of our institutions, laws, and civil 
opportunities, we go on believing we haven’t 
been “infected”. Even when scientific research 
continues to prove otherwise, illustrating that 
micro-aggressions and otherwise overt man-
ifestation of racism exist within our culture, 
denial exists. 

Why people like to believe they are safe 
when racism has been a public health problem 
for generations puzzles me, but the same denial 
exists with regards to COVID-19. Apparently, 
we prefer to see only our “good” sides and 
cannot imagine having symptoms or behaviors 
that are both dangerous and life threatening. 
Our minds fool us into thinking that we are 
free and clear, so we prop up our asymptomatic 

identities and trust we can handle the road 
ahead. 

It is amazing that we will do anything to 
survive when there has been a threat to our 
freedom. When our “freedom” to go “any-
where we want, whenever we want to” seems to 
be threatened, we proceed as if we can simply 
rewrite or wipe out the past. 

My recollection of this country’s history is 
that the symptoms of oppression, denial and 
egomaniacal behavior came over on the May-
flower. Or as the guru I know once said: Wher-
ever you go, there you are.

As the upcoming, yet unknown, dreamlike 
events of 2020 continue, pay attention to the 
words and phrases being used. One way you 
might do this is by pretending the person you 
are listening to is speaking a language you have 
never heard before. Let yourself “not know” the 
words you are listening to. You may find that 
behind every word that fascinates you is a land 
of possibilities just waiting to be explored. As 
each new word or phrase pops up in our lex-
icon, consider -- like Dorothy after her house 
sailed through the sky and crashed into the 
magical land of Oz -- “I’ve got a feeling we’re 
not in Kansas anymore, Toto.” Remember too 
that if we follow the yellow brick road of 2020 
in front of us, we might just discover every-
thing we have been looking for. 

Roberta Hanus, MSW, LCSW is an urban 
mystic, astrologer and psychotherapist loving the 
dreaming life of Riverwest. She can be reached at 
rohanus51@gmail.com

or 414-232-2804.

A Hard Re-set
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by Cari Taylor Carlson

Somewhere around mid-April, I hit 
the wall with this shelter-in-place thing. I 
craved a walk in the woods, something to 
look at other than the Las Vegas-like blink-
ing “Open” sign at the restaurant across the 
street from my home.

          I took my Glad-wrapped egg salad 
sandwiches and headed out for some hikes. 
I found many choices within an hour’s 
drive from downtown Milwaukee. I ate 
those egg salad sandwiches under the pines 
in the Southern Kettle Moraine, on the 
boardwalk at Kohler-Andrae State Park, by 
a tiny waterfall on the Quarry Trail at Har-
rington Beach State Park,  by a pond on an 
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust property 
close to Port Washington, and on a bench 
overlooking the Oconomowoc River on the 
Loew Lake section of the Ice Age Trail close 
to Colgate.

          These were solo outings to keep 
me sane, but I needed conversation with 
someone besides myself. Now it was time 
to reenter. It started slowly, first a sandwich 
purchased at Koppa’s followed by lunch 
with a friend on top of McKinley Hill. I love 
Koppa’s Fulbeli Deli on Farwell. Been a fan 
for years. There’s a sandwich to suit every-
one’s taste and you don’t have to question 
if one sammie is enough for a meal. They 
are as predictably huge as the list of choices 
is exceptionally long. You can get a Panini, 
or a Vegetarian seven ways including mine, 
the Dali Lama, provolone cheese, red on-
ion, tomato, avocado, and roasted red pep-
per on a sub with tahini dressing. There 
are also more traditional meat and cheese 
sandwiches they call Homestyle, and a long 
list of Grilled and Sub Sandwiches.

     Now that I had broken my quarantine 
rules, I met a friend, again with a sammie 
from Koppa’s, and headed for Government 

Pier at the bottom of McKinley Hill close to 
McKinley Beach. Not only is this a lovely 
place to linger close to the lake, it’s also a 
fine place for a walk on the pier. This con-
crete walkway, part of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers Navigation Project, extends 
a full half mile into Lake Michigan. On a 

clear day, the 360-degree views are stun-
ning. Even better are the windy days when 
waves slam the concrete and throw spray 
across the pier.

      For the next chapter in my reentry, 
I settled on finding the ideal combination 
of a food truck, and a grassy area where 
friends and I could self-distance for a bring-
your-own-chair, lunch gathering. In a town 
with 60 food trucks, that should be easy. It 
wasn’t. Those trucks keep moving. So far, 
I’ve turned up two that stay in one place for 
lunch -- one in Bay View, and one at the V. 
A. complex at National Ave. and 50th Street.

         In Bay View, just off Superior 
on Meredith, a funky little truck called 
Backwoods BBQ parks on Meredith every 
day. Perfect. We found pulled pork six ways, 
a lake view, trees for shade, and plenty of 
grass for our socially-distanced rendezvous.

     The Deluxe Pulled Pork topped with 
coleslaw and pickles had a tangy sweet-
sour taste, nicely cooled by the slaw. The 
decadent Memphis Mac did not come in a 
bun, but instead, a generous serving of mac, 
topped with pulled pork and small pieces 
of crunchy onion rings, overflowed its 
cardboard container. You could also order 
the meat on a hot dog, on nachos, or in a 
quesadilla.

         At the V.A., two food trucks, The 
Gouda Girls and Hidden Kitchen, with 
equally enticing menus, made a return 
visit mandatory. It’s all about cheese at the 
Girls. One of my companions went for the 
Triple Grilled Cheese with Gouda, Jack, 
and Havarti on Italian bread. It lived up to 
its promise of extravagant cheese tucked 
inside perfectly grilled bread for the ridic-

ulously low price of $4.75.
     The rest of us ordered Mahi Mahi Ta-

cos from Hidden Kitchen. Each handmade 
taco held two deep-fried pieces of fish 
topped with salsa made with charred corn, 
bits of pineapple, red pepper, red onion, cu-
cumber, and Cotija cheese. All I needed was 
a margarita and a spoon to scoop the salsa 
that escaped the taco.

     Thanks to my new food truck venture, 
summer in Milwaukee just got a lot better.

The Dog of the Month

Submitted by Ruth Weill
Pokie is a Beagle Basset mix, known as a bagel. Pokie can walk for an hour and 

get no farther than two blocks from home. She never gets her steps in.  

Food Trucks and Koppa’s fill bellies in Summer 2020
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OUR LADY OF
DIVINE PROVIDENCE

the Catholic Parish of Riverwest

SATURDAY MASS - 4:00 PM 
(Confessions at 3:30 pm)

SUNDAY MASS - 10:00 AM
St. Casimir Church - (Bremen & Clarke)

Parish Office
414-264-0049

1716 N. Humboldt Ave.

“...there is a river whose streams
make the city glad...” -Psalm 46

     Simple                             Radical     
Contemporary   

Welcoming                  affirming

Milwaukee Friends
Meeting (Quakers)

Sunday worship: 10:15-11:15am
Religious education available

Milwaukee Friends Meeting
3224 n. Gordon Place on Auer

Milwaukee, WI 53212
(414) 263-2111

www.milwaukeequakers.org

Just wanted to let you know about 
how the Riverwest Food Pantry oper-
ations are updating currently.

We are still open Tuesday from 
4-6pm and Saturdays from 8:30-
10:30am and we are serving in the 
parking lot of Saint Casimir at 924 E 
Clarke St..

We are also still serving the 53212, 
53211, 53217, 53202, and 53203 zip 
codes.

For more information on how we 
are staying safe and serving people, 
please watch this video https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=o19Sjz_mgZs 
or look at our website at https://www.
riverwestfoodpantry.org/how-to-shop.

At this time, we are also accepting 
new volunteers to distribute food and 
to garden. Please email volunteer@
riverwestfoodpantry.org for more 
information.

Thanks so much, I hope this up-
date was helpful!

 Amanda Fahrendorf
Riverwest Food Pantry
Advancement Associate

by Mike McAllister, co-chair, Greater Mil-
waukee Green Party

In the last century, Jim Crow Demo-
cratic politicians passed legislation 
designed to keep Black people away 

from the polls: poll taxes, “civics tests,” 
and outright violence. It took a massive 
civil rights movement to put an end to it.

In recent years, Republicans have 
sought to suppress all kinds of voters from 
exercising their rights using Voter ID laws, 
frequent sweeps of voter rolls to require 
re-registration, and restricting the use of 
absentee ballots.

All these measures aim to limit de-
mocracy to those people most favored by 
the politicians in power.

Another way to suppress voter turnout 
is to limit the choices on the ballot. When 
people think their votes don’t matter, they 
don’t vote. One way to do this is through 
extreme gerrymandering, but there are 
other ways to limit people’s choices.

Both corporate parties really like being 
the only  game in town when it comes to 
elections. So, they put up gigantic barriers 
for new and small political parties like the 
Green Party to get a foothold in the elec-
toral system.

The Green Party stands for community 

control of and defunding police depart-
ments; a worker’s bill of rights; immigra-
tion reform that recognizes every human’s 
right to live in any country they want; 
a full-strength eco-socialist Green New 
Deal to tackle the climate crisis; free public 
education and health care; and an end to 
the power of the military-industrial com-
plex. Sounds pretty good, doesn’t it? It sure 
doesn’t sound like what the Democrats 
and Republicans are offering.

Most states require candidates not af-
filiated with a “major” political party to 
obtain thousands of signatures on nomi-
nation papers to get on the ballot. Defini-
tions of “major party” vary from state to 
state, but Ballotpedia estimated that for an 
independent candidate for president to get 
on the ballot in all 50 states in 2016, they 
would need more than 860,000 signatures.

In Wisconsin, the Green Party needs 
to get 2000 signatures in the month of July 
to get our presidential ticket on the ballot. 
The entrenched parties usually challenge 
those petitions, so we aim to get the maxi-
mum 4000 signatures to ensure our place. 
We have been successful in getting on the 
Wisconsin ballot in every presidential 
election since 1996.

Getting signatures is hard in the best 
of times. After hitting up our friends 

and relatives, we go out to various public 
events, walk up to strangers, and ask them 
for a signature. Sometimes, we go door-to-
door too.

Now add in the Covid-19 pandemic, 
with required social distancing, no Sum-
merfest, no church festivals or Center 
Street Daze, and people are legitimately 
afraid to get near strangers. This makes for 
a serious problem. But if you like having 
choices on your ballot, you can do some-
thing today about this situation.

Sign the Green presidential nom-
inating petition. From July 1 – August 
3, if you’re eligible to vote, you can go to 
WisconsinGreenParty.org and sign the pe-
tition online. You give your name, address 
and the date. You also fill out the bottom 
part of the form as the “circulator” of the 
petition. Be aware that if you sign the peti-
tion, you are just telling the state you think 
these candidates belong on the ballot.

Ask Gov. Tony Evers and the State 
Election Commission to grant relief 
from petitioning requirements due to 
the pandemic. A federal court recently 
waived these requirements for parties who 
have historically been on the Illinois state 
ballot. There’s another petition page on 
the website to sign. You can also call their 
offices.

Volunteer as a petitioner. The more 
people willing to get signatures, the stron-
ger our case that we would get the required 
number if the pandemic wasn’t there.

Ask for petitioning relief for all state 
offices, and demand competitive elec-
tions rather than an incumbent machine. 
Jeff Jacobs is running as a Green for state 
representative in Oshkosh. He sat in front 
of his house all day every day during the 
petitioning period and still couldn’t get 
the required number. Democracy means 
encouraging people to run for office.

Vote Green November 3. To become a 
major party on the national level, we need 
five percent of the popular vote.

 While you’re thinking about pol-
itics and the future of democracy in 2020, 
you should also think about the years to 
come. You can make a difference and be 
the change by running for local office or 
school board in 2021. Due in part to ger-
rymandering, too many incumbents go 
unopposed. If that’s the case where you 
live, go for it!

All these undemocratic voter suppres-
sion measures must go, and soon! Every-
one has the right to vote and to choose the 
candidates that most reflect their views.

EDITORIAL: Fight against voter suppression, barriers in electoral system

Peace! And 
Good Health To You
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Stay Safe - Stay Helathy
Respect All People

MILWAUKEE’S
FIVE STAR RATED

BIKE SERVICE
(414) 488-2983

riverwest
inn

lin
neman's

1001 E. LOCUST
414-263-9844  WWW.LINNEMANS.COM

While we may be apart,
let us all be of one mind
for the welfare of all!
Be safe, stay healthy.

Hope to see you in
the near future!

Jim      Marty

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS IN 53212 
by Ruth Weill, Community Engagement Coordinator at Riverworks 
The Harambee Clean Up is looking a little 
different this year due to COVID-19. The 
collaboration of several community organi-
zations and residents came up with a new 
plan. We are asking residents if they would 
like a clean up kit delivered to their home. 
We hope that many residents requesting 
the kits will also become a block ambassa-
dor, recruit their neighbors to also request 
a kit. The kits are for residents to keep and 
use continually through the year. They con-
sist of a litter picker, a bucket, gloves, rake, 
shovel, broom, sanitizer, resource packet 
and a t-shirt. If you would like a kit and/or 
want to become a block ambassador please 
visit MKE Harambee Clean on Facebook 
or email harambeecleanup@westcare.com. 
You can also text CLEANUP to 414-250-
8164 or call 414-662-4254. 

Love Your Block, a grant funded com-
munity project program coming out of the 
Neighborhood Improvement Development 
Corporation within the Department of City 
Development, is in full swing on Buffum 
Street. Led by long time resident, Ms. Jo-
sephine Key, along with key organizational 
support, the vacant lot at 3123 N Buffum is 
being transformed. Planter- benches, raised 
garden beds, all for the neighbors to enjoy 
a nice shared green space on their block. 

Groundworks Milwaukee did a great job 
of weeding, cleaning and getting the space 
ready for the big work day on Saturday,  
June 27.

The Harambee Neighborhood Im-
provement District’s Annual Meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, July 28, at 6pm through 
Zoom. There will be a board election. 
Please visit riverworksmke.org or call 414-
906-9650 for more information. 

The Riverwest Gardeners’ Market is in 
full swing at its COVID 19 location on the 
2700 block of North Pierce (between Cen-
ter and Hadley) every Sunday through Oc-
tober 25, from 10-3pm. The market features 
the same vendors as previous years with 
locally grown produce, bakery, eggs and 

meats, prepared food to go, body products 
and beautiful flowers. We highly encour-
age the wearing of masks while shopping. 
Please visit the website riverwestmarket.
com or Facebook for more complete infor-
mation on market guidelines. 

Riverworks Development Corporation 
is getting back into the swing as we are 
holding various virtual events throughout 
the next several months, such as: health and 
wellness webinars, business resource info 
and local artist performances. Please visit 
our website at riverworksmke.org and visit 
us on Facebook at RiverworksMKE.

2700 Block of N Pierce St.   Riverwest Gardeners Market

Love Your Block vacant lot imprpovement on Buffum Street in Harambee

 Madison, WI - In late June, on strict 
party lines and with no public hearing, Re-
publicans on the Joint Committee on the 
Review of Administrative Rules (JCRAR) 
voted to suspend a rule that would have 
protected vulnerable LGBTQ+ children 
from so-called “Conversion Therapy,” a 
practice that has been strongly rejected 
and condemned by professionals across the 
globe. This vote took place, ironically, in the 
middle of Pride Month, as a rainbow flag 
flew above the State Capitol.

Conversion therapy is a failed attempt 
to treat a disorder that does not exist. Its 
tragic legacy is depression, anxiety, even 
suicide. It was outrageously clear that the 

Republicans on this committee were doing 
the bidding of those who reject the idea that 
people should be able to be who they are 
and love who they love.

At no point were the supposed merits 
of conversion therapy ever even discussed 
by Republicans in the hearing. Instead, they 
hid behind bogus procedural claims, which 
stalled this rule at the expense of real people 
who remain vulnerable to predatory prac-
tices under the guise of therapy.

I am deeply disappointed in the vote of 
these Republican legislators. They know 
better, and our LGBTQ+ neighbors deserve 
far better.

 State Senator Chris Larson: During Pride Month, 
Republican members of JCRAR-vote to allow 
continued torture of LGBTQ+ people

What are the Riverwest Elders Doing in JULY?

We are each in a different place of personal comfort
for safe socialization.  
No organized big group lunch or get-togethers are planned.

Spontaneous socials in a park, lunch across from Colectivo
   or a walk and coffee at the Lake, may be offered by individuals.  

If you would like to keep aware of our ever changing plans
  contact:
rwelders@googlegroups.com
 to request joining the Riverwest Elders’ Google Group.

   July & August:  No “official” events are scheduled at this time.

Be well.  Wear a mask.  Stay 6 ft. away from others.   
 Wash your hands.
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Your Neighborhood Realtor
Over 30 years experience on the

East Side, Riverwest, and all over town!
Free market estimates for sellers.
Expert help for first time buyers.

Fair, no pressure service!

Call Norm Terapak, Broker
414-315-7698 

804 A E. Wright St.  
Milwaukee, 53212
www.terapakrealty.com

 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s not just a condo… 
It’s COHOUSING! 

 

Interested? 
 

MILWAUKEE AREA 
COHOUSING 

 
 

For more info: 
www.facebook.com/pg/Milwauke‐Area‐Cohousing‐

MAC 
www.rivertrailcommons.com 
www.milwareacohousing.org 
info@rivertrailcommons.com 
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PUEBLO FOODS • Groceries • Hot Deli • Liquor
2029 N. Holton St.  •  414-372-7172

Open Daily  •  7:30AM-9PM

Puerto Rican, Mexican 

& Jamaican Groceries

Must Present This Coupon
E & J (200 ml) 2 for $7.00
Korbel (200 ml) 2 for $6.50

Amsterdam (200 ml) 2 for $6.00
Paul Masson (200 ml) 2 for $6.50

Seagram’s Vodka (200 ml) 2 for $5
Ketel One (200 ml) 2 for $11.99

Captain Morgan White Rum (1.75L) $21.99 (1L) $15.99
1800 Silver & Reposado (1.75L) $31.99

Tito’s Vodka (1.75L) $32.99
Hennessey (750ml) $37.99

PUEBLO FOODS • 2029 N. Holton • 414-372-7172
While Supplies Last

Delicious Hot DeliHome Cooked Puerto Rican & Mexican Food Weekly SpecialsCarry OutsCatering

Fresh 

Meat 

Counter

Great Selection!
Service with a Smile!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Huge Beverage  Section!

4 stores in greater Milwaukee to serve you. Visit www.outpost.coop for info.

community ~ cooperation ~ good food

Sitting down to dinner since 1970.

DAVE MANYO

We have       
Always been there 

for you 
 for affordable 
quality repairs 

for your car. 

Now Selling
Quality

Used Cars!

4035 N Green Bay Ave. at Capitol Drive
West side of Green Bay Ave. , Next to Gas Station

SHUTTLE SERVICE AVAILABLE

Emission Testing & Repair
Tires and Batteries
Oil Change & Tune Ups
Glass Repair
Exhaust
Towing Available
WiFi Hotspot  

      BBB Credited

OPEN
Monday - Friday

8AM-5PM
Saturday

8AM - Noon
414.312.8611

www.Manyo-Motors.com
Like us on Facebook at Manyo Motors LLC for the latest deals!

Wheel Alignments


