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by Vince Bushell

Our economy operates on the scarcity principle. 
Concentration of wealth among the few is a topic in the 
news. From the middle to the bottom of the economic 
classes, we are being told that we are losing ground. 
Less and less and less every year. Less of what? Money of 
course. It is scarce and hard to get. Our economy may be 
improving but not for the middle to bottom of the scale.

Maybe it is time to change how we look at this issue. 
Instead of focusing on what is wrong let us focus on 
what strengths we have as citizens and a community. 
Who is making a difference? Who can help smooth the 
path to a more secure and satisfying life in Riverwest and 
Milwaukee?

What and who and where are the agents of economic 
abundance in Milwaukee?

In this issue we will show some success stories and some 
agencies that offer opportunities for citizens to move 
toward prosperity and economic security. This focus is on 
the small. The very small scale. Start up businesses by 
young and old entrepreneurs, places to go for assistance 
in creating a business plan, getting a loan, managing 
staff etc. are the focus of this issue.

And I mean small. Business that start with the founders 
only or a few hires. We are not talking about 600 
employees. We know that these larger corporations play 
a role in employment here, but small businesses offer 
not only jobs to thousands in Milwaukee, they also offer 
the ability for people to have more control of their lives 
and often increased satisfaction.

I am not promising easy. But never doubt that in a room 
full of citizens there is a remarkable amount of assets. 
It represents an untapped economic abundant future. 
And maybe economic abundance means being satisfied 
with less rather than more. A tomato from the backyard 
always tastes the best. A home that you own built by 
Habitat for Humanity can be a castle.

And for those who have struggled with alcohol, drug 
abuse and depression,  a way forward on that small 
scale by organizations like Serenity Inn (see story p. 11), 
offers a new life that recognizes the true needs of the 
individual and the dangers that too much can bring.

A number of years back Woodland Pattern brought 
Wendell Berry to speak in Riverwest. His philosophy had 
a profound affect on me. I always thought it was good 
enough to just care and offer help in the community. 
But Berry said you don’t have a neighborhood unless 
you have commerce near your door. And the people 
that run these stores and shops and bars, live in that 
neighborhood. That active small scale commerce builds 
community. And if you don’t believe that just spend a 
few hours in the Riverwest Co-op and Cafe. It’s the buzz.

Want to learn more? Attend the following conversation.

Opportunity = 
Economic Abundance

Story and photo by Lee Gutowski

When the Currents told Wendy Baumann, 
chief visionary officer of the Wisconsin 
Women’s Business Initiative Corporation 
about this month’s focus on Economic 
Abundance, she responded with an 
enthusiastic “Great … Love the theme,” 
via her iPhone. Which makes perfect 
sense, since the corporation that she has 
guided for 20 years, WWBIC, has been 
all about nurturing, championing and 
achieving local economic abundance 
since its inception.

The enthusiasm is contagious at WWBIC, 
a statewide nonprofit organization that 
supports women and men who want to 
start their own business, grow an existing 
business, or create jobs for themselves 
and others. On a recent visit to their 
office, I got to meet a WWBIC client who 
was about to open his new BBQ venture 
at 4115 N 76 St., Larry’s Hoagies & Bar-
B-Que Station. Larry had great news – 
the meat smoker for the restaurant had 
arrived, and was set to be installed and 
ready to roll for the business’s opening 
weekend. Minutes later, Larry’s small 
business consultant, WWBIC’s Athena 
Agoudemos, showed up on the scene 
and congratulated him heartily. Next 
came Mara Henningsen, vice president 
of client programs and services, who I 
was about to interview for this story. She 
told me Larry’s food is incredible – it got 
rave reviews at a big family event Mara 
hired him to cater. 

Small business owners all over Wisconsin 
have used the valuable resources 
WWBIC provides to pursue their 
goals. Local clients include Purple 
Door Ice Cream, Coast In Bikes, Fresh 
Is Best, Melthouse Bistro and Lazy 
Susan, just to name a few. In 1987, 
WWBIC started in Milwaukee with 
a mission to provide opportunities 
for “individuals who face barriers 
of traditional means” to pursue “their 
dreams and economic well-being, 
providing business education, one-
on-one business technical assistance, 
financial capability programming, and 
access to fair and responsible capital.”

“Our niche is really strong,” Henningsen 
explains. “Yes, WWBIC is a CDFI 
(community development financial 
institution) in that we provide micro 
and small business loans to people 
under served by traditional financial 
institutions.” But they are different 
from most CDFIs, since they also offer 
financial education and technical 
assistance to their clients. WWBIC 
is also a Women’s Business Center 
offering business education classes and 
“technical assistance provided one-on-
one to clients by staff members.” Each 
loan recipient, for example, is assigned 
their own small business consultant to 
work with them throughout the life of 
the loan. 

WWBIC is a CDFI funded by the federal, 
state and local governments, as well as 
earned revenue and donated revenue. 
The organization offers four major 
services: 1) access to capital/lending; 
2) business education; 3) business 

technical assistance, and 4) financial 
capability education programs (classes 
on budgeting, building wealth at any 
income level, repairing one’s credit, and 
more). They also work with partners 
to provide individual development 

accounts – matched saving accounts 
for acquisition of an asset, including the 
purchase of a home.

Henningsen stresses that WWBIC is 
“noncompetitive to banks with a 
community focus,” but instead is “able to 
come in and help folks that banks may 
view as high-risk. We are a ‘life happens’ 
lender in that we can help people that 
have, say, low collateral or poor credit. 
We can also work with people who have 
bankruptcy for a viable reason. 

“We are putting dreams to work, 
although we’re not guaranteeing that 
the dreams will work,” Henningsen 
admits. Nevertheless, since WWBIC has 
instituted the small business consultants 
into their model, they have shrunk their 
loan default rate to a mere 2%. 

“We want clients 
to outgrow us,” 
H e n n i n g s e n 
laughs, “We 
really do! And it’s 
happened.” 

To illustrate 
the point, 
H e n n i n g s e n 
proudly gives 
the example of 

WWBIC client GSI General Inc., a building 
restoration and remodeling company 
that did about $1.4 million worth of 
business in 2013.

Over the past 15 years, WWBIC has 
expanded with physical offices in 

Madison, Racine and Kenosha. 
Their Milwaukee office is gearing 
up to move from their old location 
at 2745 N. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Drive into the Schlitz Park 
River Center building (1555 N. 
River Center Drive). The WWBIC-
owned Coffee With A Conscience, 
a café that sells fair trade, organic 

coffee as well as unique local products 
made by WWBIC clients and Wisconsin-
owned businesses, is located in Schlitz 
Park as well, and in 2013 opened a 
second location in the 411 Building 
(411 E. Wisconsin Ave.). All CWAC profits 
support the mission of WWBIC’s work.

“We’ve seen exponential growth” in the 
last two years, according to Henningsen, 
because they have “the right players in 
the ballfield.” Not only have they been 
souping up support staff in the form of a 
pool of around 200 volunteers (bankers, 
lawyers, graphic artists, marketing 
pros, etc.) from around the state, they 
have been expanding their focus to 
Spanish speakers and deep bicultural 

Empower • With  WWBIC • It Happens
Wisconsin Women’s Business Initiative Corporation  - It’s not just for the ladies

“The answer to local problems is local 
people, so we went with that kind 
of a model, putting people on the 
ground, living and working in those 
communities...” Mara Henningsen

Larry Clayborn recently opened his  Bar-B-Que Station on N. 76th Street  Just  North of Capitol Drive,
Flavorful  BBQ Sandwiches and Cheesecake to die for. 

Continued on Page 3 -  See WWBIC

Conversation on Economic Abundance 
Presentation by  service providers, clients,  
entrepreneurs.  Empowering citizens. Hosted 
by the Community Transformation Project and 
Marquette University School of Professional 
Studies. Presentations  by: 
WWBIC
Elyve
Earn and Learn Program RRF
Monroe Park Co-op Model
Serenity Inn and more.
Light  meal provided. Asking $5 donation.
Tuesday September 16th.
5  PM. At  Redeemer Lutheran Church
631 N 19th St.,(at Wisconsin Ave.) 
 To Register and get up dated information 
contact: Sherri Walker,  -Phone: 414-288-1425
E-mail: sherri.walker@marquette.edu

Through A Lens Darkly - p.10  MKE Film Fest.
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BOX OFFICE OPEN SEPT. 11

MKEFILM.ORG
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Opinion: We Energies Proposes to Restrict Solar
This email was received by the Riverwest Currents from Amy 
Heart, Sustainability Program Manager, City of Milwaukee 
Office of Environmental Sustainability
 I hope this email finds you well. I am not sure if you have 
been following the We Energies rate case in detail, but I 
think you might be interested in the proposal and what the 
impacts will be for all rate payers (specifically renewable 
energy system owners). We Energies has proposed changing 
customer electricity rates beginning in 2015-2016. This rate 
case includes two components:
1)      Increases the fixed cost on residents and small commercial 
customer bills 75%.
2)      Introduces new charges and restrictions on clean energy 
(solar, wind, biogas) system owners. This includes a surcharge 
for all customers who own solar. (For example, the City would 
need to pay We Energies $400/month for our wind turbine 
because we are using our own clean power).
These proposals were submitted as part of We Energies’ rate 
case that is currently before the Public Service Commission of 
Wisconsin (Docket No. 5-UR-107). The proposed changes and 
new charges for solar customers were introduced very late in 
We Energies’ rate case, and came as a surprise to many that 
have been involved in rate cases in the past. Additionally, the 
solar surcharge is an unprecedented proposal and has not 
been enacted by any utility in the country.
The City’s Office of Environmental Sustainability has provided 
an overview of this proposal to inform residents of potential 
impacts: http://j.mp/MkeEnergyEngagement.
However, there are a number of organizations that are 
involved in fighting We Energies’ proposal to restrict solar. 
These include state and national organizations.
Renew Wisconsin: http://www.renewwisconsin.org/action/
WEratecase.html
The Alliance for Solar Choice: http://allianceforsolarchoice.
com/  (National alliance of solar companies that would like to 
do business in WI).
Environmental Law and Policy Center: http://elpc.org/
Timeline: Public comments are being accepted through 
September 24 through the Public Service Commission. There 
is also a public hearing that will be scheduled in Milwaukee in 
early October.
If you have any questions about this, or need contacts for local 
solar owners or representatives from these advocacy groups, 
please let me know. As I mentioned, the solar proposals have 
not been tried by any other utility around the country, which 
means this result will set the stage for solar nationally.
Thank you!
Amy
Amy Heart, Sustainability Program Manager
Milwaukee Office of Environmental Sustainability
Office: 286-5593
Cell: 510-8965
aheart@milwaukee.gov

backgrounds. 

“Our team is a huge aspect of our 
growth,” Henningsen reiterates. 
“We now have four physical 
offices, and those over the last few 
years have expanded to include 
folks on the ground in rural 
communities around the state. 
The answer to local problems is 
local people, so we went with that 
kind of a model, putting people 
on the ground, living and working 
in those communities, from those 
communities, that can provide 
the kind of services we do in our 
offices.”

WWBIC Helps Riverwest 
Business

Riverwest resident Martha Kipcek 
(see Neighbor Spotlight, page 6) 
is one local businesswoman who 
benefitted from WWBIC’s help.

“I was a client of WWBIC,” she 
recalls, “but back in 2002. I was 
a dazed single mother trying to 
put together a game plan for 
supporting my family. I turned to 
food as my strategy and WWBIC as 
my guide to entrepreneurism. The 
class was excellent. 16 weeks for 
three hours every Monday night. 
It was intense but provided the 

WWBIC -  from page 1

Riverwest Neighborhood 
Association ~ Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, September 9,  7-9 PM
Gordon Park Pavilion •  2828 N. Humboldt Blvd. 
Get involved with RNA: 
• Come to the monthly RNA membership meeting.

• Bring an item of non-perishable food for our local food bank.
• Check out the many opportunities to get involved on various committees and project 

groups. This year RNA will have a booth at the Sunday Gardeners Market twice 
a month. All board members are expected to give time, but more volunteers are 
always welcome. 

  Find out more: email board@my-rna.org 

steep learning curve I needed 
to make it as an entrepreneur. 
Start Smart was the name of 
the class. It helped me launch a 
small catering business and be 
successful enough to provide 
the sole support for my family 
of four.

“In the ensuing years, I morphed 
into a sustainable good food 
activist and have suggested 
the class to dozens of people 
wanting to launch their small 
business, whether in the food 
industry or not. We are lucky 
to have an organization like 
WWBIC in our backyard. They 
offer tremendous support to 
our community. Thank you 
for shining the spotlight on 
WWBIC.”

learn more:
Wisconsin Women’s Business 
Initiative Corporation
2745 N. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53212
414-263-5450
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 
5:00pm
Or by appointment
wwbic.com

Hey Guys and Gals: There are so many fun things going on!
Here is a list of ideas to help keep us safe in Riverwest. Clip out and post where you see it regularly.
1. Pay attention to your surroundings (don’t become distracted by electronics).
2. Never walk home alone, use the buddy system. Hey - you guys too!
3. If confronted by a robber, cooperate, as resistance typically equals injury.
4. Do not walk in the alleys. 
5. Install and enroll in tracking software for your smart phone and tablet
6. In your car, lock your doors and windows.
7. Call a cab.
8. Stay safe, neighbors and friends. Look for us monthly in the Currents.

~Riverwest Neighborhood Association Safety Committee 2014
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OUR LADY OF
DIVINE PROVIDENCE

the Catholic Parish of Riverwest

One Parish Family
Two Church Homes

SUNDAY MASS
9:30 AM

St. Casimir
(Bremen & Clarke)

SATURDAY MASS
4:00 PM
St. Mary 
of Czestochowa 
(Fratney & Burleigh)

Parish Office
414-264-0049

1716 N. Humboldt Ave.

“...there is a river whose streams
make the city glad...” -Psalm 46

     Simple                             Radical     
Contemporary   

Welcoming                  affirming

Milwaukee Friends
Meeting (Quakers)

Sunday worship: 10:15-11:15am
Religious education available

Milwaukee Friends Meeting
3224 n. Gordon Place on Auer

Milwaukee, WI 53212
(414) 263-2111

www.milwaukeequakers.org

Bits and Pieces

Lakefront Brewery, Inc., Milwaukee’s largest producer 
of craft beer, is once again eyeing a potential expansion 
site. The brewery today announced it has an accepted 
offer to buy land at 1890 N. Commerce St. The site, 
which was formerly slated for a condo development, 
is on the east side of the Holton Street Bridge, adjacent 
to the existing Lakefront facility at 1872 N. Commerce 
St.

According to Lakefront Brewery owner Russ Klisch, 
plans are to purchase the lot next door and build on 
it as soon as it is financially feasible for the brewery. 
The brewery plans to relocate its packaging lines and 
additional fermentation tanks at the new facility. 
The brew house would retain all of its existing 
fermentation tanks and would use the space vacated 
by packaging for barrel aging.

The expansion is being driven by increased demand. 
Lakefront now brews 40,000 barrels per year, with 
production having nearly doubled in the past two 
years alone. The second brewing location will provide 
Lakefront with the ability to expand its production 
and distribution and at capacity would provide an 
additional 40 full-time jobs to Wisconsin over the next 
several years. The company has also begun expanding 

its warehouse facilities; last week, Lakefront began 
work on an addition to its cold storage facility at 218 
E. Keefe Ave., which could add as many as 30 jobs (10 
full-time). 

“We are taking a very measured approach to expansion, 
and acquiring this land is an initial step,” said Klisch. 
“However, the craft beer market just continues to grow 
and we need to expand production or we won’t be able 
to keep up with demand.”

A neighborhood meeting to review the plans for the 
Commerce Street expansion and to answer questions 
from the community is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, Aug. 25 at the brewery, as this issue of the 
Currents goes to press.

Lakefront Brewery, Inc. was started in 1987. The 
brewery distributes its products to 35 states, Japan, 
Korea and Canada. Lakefront Brewery, Inc. was the first 
brewery to brew a government-approved, gluten-free 
beer, New Grist, and brews the oldest USDA-certified 
organic beer, Organic ESB. In addition to brewery tours, 
the company also operates a fish fry and restaurant 
on the weekends at the Commerce Street facility. For 
more information, visit lakefrontbrewery.com or call 
(414) 372-8800.

lakefront brewery eyes expansion of production facilities All Peoples Church Hosts Meeting Between Activists and Police Leaders
After a Ferguson Solidarity Rally addressing police-
community relations led to the occupation of a 
Milwaukee Police Department office, organizers and 
police leaders looked for a way for “the healing to 
begin.” 

The rally took place Friday, August 22 and was 
organized by a collation of social justice groups in 
the city. It began at Red Arrow Park, the site of the 
police-involved shooting of Dontre Hamilton. 

Supporters from the rally and march then entered 
District 1 headquarters with demands for answers. 
After several hours, Captains Jutiki Jackson and 
Terreance Gordon addressed the occupiers. Rev. 
Steve Jerbi, senior pastor at All Peoples Church was 
among those gathered. 

Organizers, members of victims’ families and the 

captains talked, seeking next steps. 

As this issue of the Currents goes to press, a meeting 
is scheduled for Monday afternoon, August 25, 
hosted at All Peoples Church, 2600 N Second Street.

Though Pastor Jerbi has been a vocal critic of 
Milwaukee Police Chief Ed Flynn, this meeting will 
be different. “All Peoples is a place for healing,” says 
Pastor Jerbi. “Organizers offered this space and the 
MPD agreed. This will be their meeting. All Peoples is 
always committed to the voice of the community and 
we are honored to host this conversation. We hope 
and expect it will be a step toward justice.”

Saturday, September 6-Saturday, 
September 27
Chain reaction art exhibit
The second year of Chain Reaction will feature 15 artists 
who will work together to create a chain of artwork…
each a reaction to the work created before it.  Artists 
have one week to create a new work of art and when 
finished, the artwork is handed over  to the next person 
in line.  It is not until the opening night reception that 
the entire sequence is revealed. Artists react to the 
artwork based on a formal or conceptual element.  It is 
up to the viewer to find the connection between and 
among the reactions each artist make.Chain Reaction 
Opening Night Reception:  Saturday, September 
6  • 6-10pm
Sunday, September 14, 10:30am-Noon
Polly Morris will hold an information workshop 
for artists interested in applying for a Mary Nohl 
Fellowship Grant.

MUSIC
Saturday September 13, 7pm • Manty Ellis and Jazz 
Foundation of Milwaukee $10 
One of the surviving jazz greats will play at the 
original Jazz Gallery.  Manty Ellis has formed an 
all-star band with some of the brightest and best 
players on the contemporary jazz scene.  NOT TO BE 
MISSED!

Riverwest Artists Association’s - Jazz Gallery Center 

raa/JgCa information
Riverwest Jazz Gallery Center for the Arts
926 East Center Street
www.riverwestart.org   
Facebook:  Riverwest Artists Association 
Facebook: Jazz Gallery of the Arts
Check RAA on line resources for a full  
listing.
Check listings in Riverwest Currents 
Calendar.
Check Bits and Pieces at 
www.riverwestcurrents.org 
for extended stories.

Laborfest Milwaukee
 Monday,Sept 1
The only festival on the Summerfest Grounds free 
and open to the public.
11am parade beginning at Zeidler Square Memorial Park

laborfest 12pm-5pm summerfest grounds
Organized by volunteers from local labor unions 
and affiliates and supported by area businesses 
and nonprofits, this year marks the 55th since the 
first Laborfest began in Milwaukee. Marking the 
constant struggles workers face, Laborfest is a time 
to not only relax with your family on the lakefront 
but join in solidarity for strong neighborhoods and 
communities.
Enjoy Labor Day, achieved for all workers by unions, 
at Laborfest Milwaukee 2014!
Children’s Activities • Live Music•Auto Show
Networking •Issues and Policies Tent
Food and Beverages available for purchase.
Milwaukee Area Labor Council on Facebook
milwaukeelabor.org

by George Paz Martin

Do you care about the climate crisis and your family’s future?

In September, world leaders are coming to New York City 
for a UN summit on the climate crisis. UN Secretary Ban Ki-
moon is urging governments to support an ambitious global 
agreement to reduce global warming pollution dramatically.

With our future on the line and the whole world watching, we’ll 
take to the streets to demand a world safe from the ravages of 
climate change, a world with good jobs, clean air and water, 
and healthy communities and a world with an economy that 
works for people, peace and the planet.

More than a half-million Americans and their families will 
be joining the Peoples Climate March on 
Sunday, Sept. 21 in New York City 
(peoplesclimatemarch.org). This is 
planned to impact both our government’s climate policy and 
the United Nations’ climate meetings that week. 350.org is a 
global organization and the primary sponsor of the march. 
Milwaukee’s 350.org has organized roundtrip buses. Please 
join us if you can (350mke.org).

Before the march,we are hosting a conference, the Global 
Climate Convergence for People, Peace and the Planet 
(convergeforclimate.org) to build and broaden the Climate 
Justice Movement with allies from the peace, indigenous, new 
economy including labor, and the food and environmental 
justice movements. Key speakers will include environmental 
activists from around the world led by Vandana Shiva, 
Christian Parenti and Naomi Klein.

This Convergence is co-produced by the Madison-based 
Liberty Tree Foundation of which I am a Convergence organizer.

I have convened a national Peace Table of leading anti-war, 
non-violence, and nuclear disarmament organizations to 
participate in both the march and the conference. The climate 
crisis will bring global chaos and increased conflict.  

350.org’s primary national campaign is focused on the 
Canadian tar sands extraction and Keystone XL Pipeline. 

The Climate Crisis Connections
About eight years ago, a Peace Action intern researched these issues 
and we presented these to the national United for Peace & Justice 
convention.

Then, I presented the Tar Sands and KXL Pipeline issues to the World 
Peace Council where we passed a resolution against them and 
created a Triumvirate of Canada, the US and Mexico to work together 
on these issues and others related to our region.

Immediately after the NYC Climate March and Convergence, I 
will travel to Mexico City for World Peace Council Triumvirate 
Commission meetings. To assist with this travel - join us for a fund 
raiser:    World Peace and the Environment Fundraiser

Sept. 11, 7pm, Linneman’s 1001 E. Locust St.

Entertainment by Robin Pluer & Peter Roller and Evan Christian 
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Pack Your Vitamin ABC’s
The building blocks of

your healthy school lunch
are here at the Co.op!

733 E. Clarke
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm
Sat-Sun 8am-9pm 
414-264-7933
RiverwestCoop.org

733 E. Clarke
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm
Sat-Sun 8am-9pm 
414-264-7933
RiverwestCoop.org

Our Café Menu is Chock Full of Local Ingredients!
Locally Grown Produce is 10% OFF 

Every Friday in September! 
Vegan & Vegetarian • Organic • Meat/Dairy Alternatives

Café Gallery: Drawings by Rachel Sanders

Our Café Menu is Chock Full of Local Ingredients!
Locally Grown Produce is 10% OFF 

Every Friday in September! 
Vegan & Vegetarian • Organic • Meat/Dairy Alternatives

Café Gallery: Drawings by Rachel Sanders

EVERY SUNDAY
10AM to 4PM

June 15 - Oct 26
Garden Park
821 E. Locust

(2 blocks west of Humboldt)

A wonderfully diverse selection
of locally grown produce, from
Sweet Corn to Bok Choy, along
with beautiful �owers, delicious

prepared food, and a �ne
selection of arts and crafts.

We now accept
Food Share/Quest

WIC & Senior FMNP

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS!
Colectivo Co�ee, Sunrise Foods,

Riverwest Co-op and Riverwest Currents

Full Season Calendar at
www.RiverwestMarket.com
facebook.com/riverwestmarket
414.367.9389

SEPTEMBER 7 —
The City Pines

SEPTEMBER 14 —
Green Sails

SEPTEMBER 21 —
Rocket Paloma

SEPTEMBER 28 —
Jordan Baas

Riverwest Safety
by Judie Papadakis                             
Hello neighbors.
August has been filled with a lot of crime activity all throughout the 
city.  What can we do?
In our neighborhoods we can get out and get to know our neighbors. 
We can watch out for our neighbors as needed, join a block group/
club. We can VOTE to have police departments and leaders that are 
diverse and represent the neighborhood in which they work. 
The neighborhood has had robberies and burglaries; what can we 
do???? 
This is not an easy question to answer. Even with 3 dogs sleeping in 
the living room… we can be burglarized.  However, there are still 
things we can do and normally 3 dogs would deter criminal activity 
against our property, hey they were very elderly…  
Action related  to  property  crime:
Have a dog. LIGHTS. LIGHTS, LIGHTS. Please turn on your out side 
lighting, garage, front porch all of them. If a city light is out call to get 
it fixed. If you think your street trees need to be trimmed because the 
lights are hidden, call the city to have this looked at.
 Keep your entrance ways clear of bushes and trees. Put a pin in all 
your windows so they can only be opened so far.
Get to know your neighbors, they can help keep an eye on your home, 
know who is in your neighborhood. Come to your neighborhood 
associations meetings, and the safety meetings. Form a block club. 
Your neighbors are coming together at these meetings looking for 
solutions. Join us.
Cars are being stolen at very high rates.  I now have a club and really 
just feel better knowing that there is an extra layer of security for my 
vehicle. Here are a few ideas from Safe and Sound:
 “protect your vehicle from theft.”
Never leave the car running • Do not leave valuables in the car • 
Breaking in to homes to get the car keys is common. • Park in well lit 
and busy areas • Do not leave your title in your car • Copy your VIN, so 
if stolen you have that information
If you have concerns or questions you can contact Safe and Sound 
@221-6700

Let us not be afraid:
 There was an incident on the bicycle trail the other night in 
Shorewood where the bike rider was robbed. The reporter and police 
were stating “this could happen to you.”  Well, Yes it could.
So we need to be aware of our surroundings at all times. With that 
knowledge, some safety ideas for all walkers and bikers:
Carry legal  forms of pepper spray. Use the light on your cell phone to 
blind the perpetrators. Have a whistle. Use rearview mirrors on your 
bike. 
In the incident on the Beerline trail the criminal was found and all 
property returned to the owner. We are not going to stay inside; we 
will continue to enjoy our out of doors, our parks and paths. We will 
walk and ride and keep our neighborhood. We can not be afraid. Let 
us work together.

Contacts:
Judie Papadakis Safety Committee jpapadakis@wi.rr.com 
To speak to a Community Liaison Officer
Officer Lori Lammers @ llamme@milwaukee.gov    935-
7141
Safe and Sound CPU Coordinator  234-9522      kelly@
milwaukeehidta.org 
Riverwest Bicycle Patrol Officers  Hours 3:00p.m. to 
11:00p.m.
 P.O.  Steven Roufus            935-7252                     559-2651 
(cell)
sroufu@milwaukee.gov 
P.O. Philip Poulos                935-7252                      559-2651 
(cell)
ppoulo@milwaukee.gov
Non-emergency 933-4444
The next Riverwest Neighborhood Association Safety 
Committee meeting is Monday, September 8th@ 7pm 
Collectivo Humboldt. Join us. 

by Josef Bieniek 

A central theme of these essays is the vital and necessary 
need to review our own personal and cultural assumptions 

– usually unconscious – about what and who we are, and how 
these habits of thought and behavior create our internal worlds 
and their projections onto the world “out there.” 

Not only does this affect us personally, but it also affects 
the human culture and our ecological and environmental 
communities as well. In fact the latter communities bear the 
brunt of the damage.

The concept of “money” is loaded with assumptions, both 
cultural and personal. At the next Riverwest Elders Action 
Network gathering we will try to find clarity in its many effects. 

Money is something for which we chose to trade our vital and 
precious life energy. Since “consumerism” is the major theme of 
this culture, it has the strongest impact on our lives, and on the 
lives of the earth communities that have little say.

Part of the work of conscious aging is to examine many of the 
assumptions thrust upon us as children and growing adults. 
We will examine the ways we perceive money. Many live lives 
of quiet desperation and escape into the consumptive maw of 
titillation. We try to escape from lonely and meaningless lives 
instead of searching wholeheartedly for our unique creativity 
or reflecting and changing our lives toward something more 
sustainable and spiritual.

What is money? Is it a means to an end? Use it to pay for 
food, a shelter for you and the cats, your child’s education, a 
vacation – from work? Is it freedom from want and a “nest egg” 
for retirement – a receding target for many aging boomers? 
Or is it a tool to add to the Gross National Product for that 
cancerous illusion of “more,” despite the impact on our lives, 

the environmental and ecological holocaust? Are we “smarter” 
for buying digital gadgets or do they add to our disconnection 
from the living presence of this living Earth? The old map of the 
American Dream isn’t working for many, especially the other 
beings that call this planet home and the generations yet to come, 
some of whom we can see in the children with us now.

Success now means learning to take back your life energy from 
the Giant Maw and Malls. We must expand the notion that only 
the ego needs to be satiated, and expand to a sense of greater 
responsibility to the whole and a vaster sense of time.

The next gathering will place a lens on our personal constructs 
of money and their sometimes beneficial and often detrimental 
roles in our lives. It will ask whether we can construct a new 
American Dream based on who we are now and expand our 
responsibility field. Our economic world is fraying along with 
the trumpeted “standard of living.” Can we do our part to move 
from the profit-only model and its worship of the gross national 
product toward creating a new relationship with money?

At the gathering we will be utilizing a guide, a series of prompts 
and questions to counter the commercialization of our personal 
selves and help us to see ourselves as more than consumers. 
Where do you stand? Everyone reading this is responsible, and 
often because of our personal myths we either are unconscious 
in our contribution to suffering – including our own – or we let 
go of the old dream. As in many areas of our aging lives, we need 
to become clear about what and who is draining our precious life 
energy.

You are invited to the next gathering at Linneman’s, 1001 E. 
Locust, to share, discuss, and perhaps start a shift in your own 
thinking about this vital and crucial topic.

Riverwest Elder Action Network: Money

 “We are a diverse group of Riverwest 
and nearby neighbors, over 50 yrs. old. 
We come together to share wisdom, live 
to our full potential and give back to the 
community.”

September Car-Share Trip
Friday, September 26
A day trip to Old World Wisconsin, enjoy lunch 
together then visit/explore a nearby town
Advance sign-up required. See Phone # below

Planning Team Meeting
Monday, September 1, 11:00am - 1:00pm
Dry Hootch Coffee House 1030 E. Brady St. 
(Upstairs)
We have fun and get a lot done too!

Walking Group
Saturday, September 6, 10:00 - 11:00 am
Meet at River Revitalization Found. 2131 N 
Riverboat Road
A gentle, steady walk along the river.

Wisdom Gathering/Potluck Lunch
Tuesday, September 9, 11:15am- 2:15 pm
Linneman’s Riverwest Inn 1001 E Locust St.
“Financial Consciousness: Sharing Revelations 
about Money Attitudes”
A group exercise and shared wisdom about $’s 
& “sense”.
Time for conversation and socializing.
BYO utensils/plates- for “earth’s sake”
Coffee generously provided by Fuel Café 

Craft and Art Group
Thursday, September 18, 1:00 - 3:30pm
Jazz Gallery Center for the Arts
926 E. Center St.
Bring your project to work on, enjoy visiting 
together. 
Watch for details on a Skill Sharing program 
each month.

Games Group
Tuesday, September 23, 2:00 - 4:00pm
Dry Hootch Coffee House 
There’s always a game planned or bring one to 
share. Call Arlene 289-0806

Conversation Gathering
Tuesday, September 23, 4:00 - 6:00pm
Dry Hootch Coffee House 1030 E. Brady St.
Just conversation, no agenda!
Buy a beverage, bring a snack to share if you 
have one!

Birthday Lunch Group
Thursday, September 25, 12:30 - ??pm
City Market 2205 E. Capitol Dr., Shorewood
It’s someone’s birthday, somewhere, let’s 
celebrate!

 “RW Elders Contact”: Lorraine 562-6608

Riverwest Elders Action Network

drum Circle • riverwest elders •  august 12, 2014
By  Elder Bodhran,
About 30  some, of us “elders” from Riverwest  gather at Linneman’s Riverwest 
Inn, because the day’s rainy weather made us decide to be indoors instead of 
at Gordon Park.

We bring our dish to pass, set up the room to eat, socialize. Etc.

Jayme starts unloading his drums. We rearrange the chairs in the room into 
an ovoid  shape, like a circle. Find a place to sit. Pick out an instrument and 
then listen.  Listen as Jayme strikes the first sounds on an ancient small bell. 
This softly brings us together.

He then blows on a Conch shell and alerts us to be aware of the vibrations felt 
on each of our drums. It was true! All the drums were  in subtle resonance. 
Following along with the shell’s vibes.

A bit more philosophizing: How we all  are one. How everything affects 
everything else. How a movement, sound, vibration reaches out and effects 
the world. We buy it. We go with it. We begin to beat our drums. With no 
dress rehearsal or previous get togethers, we play ( and sound)  like a trained 
orchestra. We are one.
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Neighbor Spotlight • Martha Davis Kipcak
by Ellen C. Warren  
Photo by Peter diAntoni

Although Martha Davis Kipcak has lived in 
Wisconsin for over fifteen years, her sweet 
voice still betrays a touch of Texas. She likes 
it that way. “If it starts to slip, if people tell 
me they can’t hear an accent, then I know it’s 
time to go home and polish up a little bit.”

Boasting several generations of Texan, 
Martha’s family has lived in the south since 
the Civil War. And she is the first, ever, to 
venture north. Not that that was part of any 
plan. For that matter, when the Kentuckian 
who would become her second husband told 
her he really wanted to live in Wisconsin, 
even with her experience as a cartographer, 
she had to go look at a map to find Milwaukee. 
“It’s north of Chicago! Do people really live 
up there?” she recalls wondering. 

Raised in Tyler, in east Texas, Martha went 
to Baylor for her first degree in Recreation. 
Later she earned a BFA. in Studio Art from 
UT. Austin was her home for about ten years. 
The group she “hung out with” included 
the guy who was the founder of South by 
Southwest. 

From Austin she and her husband moved 
to Fredericksburg, “a little jewel of a town, 
really a star of the hill country.” Her three 
children were born there. She loved it so 
much that she vowed never to leave it. 

“Never say never!” says Martha. “It’s not a 
good thing to say.” 

When her marriage ended, leaving her a 
single provider, it was tough finding work to 
support her family in a town of 8,000. “As 
anyone with an art degree, with art leanings, 
knows, you cobble together a life,” she 
relates. “Let’s see. I’ve been a cartographer, 
a typographer, I worked in a small, weekly 
newspaper, doing everything from paste-up 
to layout to photography to writin’ stories, 
anything. I catered a little. Worked in a 
restaurant, a honky-tonk, outside of town. 
It was fabulous. I made their desserts. The 

Hilltop Cafe.”

Near the end of the nineties Martha was 
introduced by mail to the man from 
Kentucky. They fell in love through letters, 

married in Texas, and moved the family, now 
seven in number, to Wisconsin. After a short 
time in the Oconomowoc area they landed 
in Shorewood. Life changed dramatically for 
Martha when, less than two years later, he 
walked out. 

Against the wishes of her family and friends 
in Texas, she chose to stay here. She loved 
the incredible diversity of the population 
that surrounded her, something she couldn’t 
imagine finding in Texas. She loved the 
“walkability” of the neighborhood. She loved 
her children’s friends.

The year was 2002, a year that Martha recalls 
as a period so affected by the aftermath of 
9/11 that nothing was moving. No one was 
hiring. She couldn’t find a job. “So,” she says, 
“that’s when I decided to take a chance and 
start cooking for people. I started catering, 
illegally, out of my home. Underground 
catering.”

Her well-meaning, local friends tried to 
dissuade her. “This is not going to work,” 
they told her, “because you don’t cook like 
you’re from around here. You cook like a 
Texan. Big flavor, lots of spice.” 

Martha went ahead with her plan, cooking 
her “fusion food.” It had to work since she 
had no backup plan. “We made it. I never, 
ever advertised... strictly word of mouth. 
And I supported a family of four.” (My Secret 
Chef), as it was called, lasted for four years.

“It was through my catering that I began to 
look for better ingredients. And that’s what 
took me to agriculture,” explains Martha. 
“One thing led to another. In the food world, 
once you pull back that curtain and learn 
about where your food is from and how 
it’s produced, you can’t unknow (it), and 

it’s transforming. So I became an accidental 
activist, really.”

Through her catering she also met a local 
philanthropist who later offered her a job. “So 

I went to work for her with the job description, 
basically, ‘What can we do in our community 
to be helpful around food issues?’” 

“This was before the whole local food 
movement really got off the ground. I was just 
a lucky girl. I was at the right place at the right 
time. So, I went to work for [the BRICO Fund] 
and became a community organizer.”

“I started the Milwaukee Food Council. 
Food policy councils were emerging all over 
America at that point as an organizing tool to 
influence system change.” 

The impact of food on society “is so big, so 
unwieldy, that I talk about it as mindfulness,” 
says Martha, “My goal as an activist is to 
increase mindfulness around food. So, if we 
do nothing else, just pay more attention to 
how we nourish ourselves, then that’s a win to 
me. Because food is a very, very complicated 
phenomenon, and made more complicated in 
that it’s ordinary...we eat every day... we kind of 
miss it like a forest for the trees type of thing. 
And we don’t have any formal attention-giving 
to it. We don’t have a department of food.”

After a time her work moved her to the Center 
for Resilient Cities while still convening the 
Food Council. “And then it began to gnaw 
around the edges...’How do I know that this 
local, sustainable, equitable, nutritious food 
system that we are advocating for... is really 
possible?’” Martha recognized that, although 
authentic and well-meaning, most of the 
people involved were “talking heads” without 
a real hands-on involvement. 

When she realized that as a cook her way 
in was through the kitchen, she decided 
to test the system by bringing a product to 
the marketplace. With the creation of her 
company, Mighty Fine Food LLC, Martha 

set out to “see if it’s really possible to source 
good quality ingredients, to hold steady 
to environmental sustainability in my 
packaging, to hold the line on social justice, 
to give people a job with fair wages, and then 
be economically profitable.” If it worked she 
would have proven it possible. If she came 
up against endless barriers and found that 
success was not possible, then she needed 
to “shut up and find some other way to be 
helpful.”

For the initial product of her company 
Martha opted to fill what she saw as a need 
in the northern market. The staple “pate of 
the South,” pimento cheese was simply not 
available here, and she missed it. Martha’s 
Pimento Cheese uses Cedar Grove Aged 
Cheddar from Plain, Wisconsin. The 
jalapenos added to the spicier version are 
grown at Milwaukee’s urban Alice’s Garden 
or by farmers of the Fondy Food Center. 

 In 2013 it won first and second place for 
cheese spreads in the prestigious American 
Cheese Society Awards. “I won the best award 
I could possibly win,” says Martha, “and it’s 
still really hard to sell.” She is learning that an 
unknown product takes a while to catch on. 

 Several local retailers sell Martha’s Pimento 
Cheese (including the Riverwest Co-op – 
go buy some!) and this summer she has 
made it into the Chicago market, keeping 
herself in a full time and two assistants in 
part time jobs. She is coming up against the 
advantages of size inherent to the existing 
system, as in when she found she could only 
buy compostable packaging by the truckload. 
“To be the David against the Goliath is really 
tough,” Martha reports. 

She has been living with her fiance in a 
Riverwest home they purchased together. 
A few days before this interview took place 
in mid-August, Martha married Charles 
Brummit in a ceremony at Alice’s Garden. 
All of us at Riverwest Currents wish Bud and 
Martha a beautiful life together!

Find out more: marthaspimentocheese.com

“.....So I became an accidental activist, really.”
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HAIL TO THE ZOO

H Z2

2 for SPECIALS 
Hennessy 200 ml 2/$19.84

Korbel 200 ml 2/$4.99
Grey Goose 200 ml 2/$15.99

Amsterdam Vodka 200 ml 2/$6
Paul Masson 200 ml 2/$6

E&J 200 ml 2/$6.50
Seagram’s Vodka 200 ml 2/$4.74

Smirnoff 200 ml 2/$7
Belvedere Vodka 200 ml 2/$11.99

Ciroc 200 ml 2/$19.86

CENTER STREET LIQUOR
509 W. Center Street • 414 265 5504

Open 7 Days a Week 9am-9pm We Accept 
Quest Card & 

All Major Credit Cards

1.75 LITER SPECIALS
Amsterdam Vodka All Flavors 1.75 ltr $16.99

Seagram’s Gin 1.75 ltr $15.99
Ciroc All Flavors 1.75 ltr $49.99

Hennessy Cognac 1.75 ltr $59.99
E&J VSOP 1.75 ltr $15.99

Seagram’s Vodka 1.75 ltr $14.99
1800 1.75 ltr $32.99

E&J Brandy 1.75 ltr $15.99
Crown Royal 1.75 ltr $39.99
Paul Masson 1.75 ltr $16.99

Amsterdam Gin 1.75 ltr $16.99
Grey Goose 1.75 ltr 2/$99.99
Jose Cuervo 1.75 ltr $31.99

WINES & BEERS
Carlo Rossi  1.5 ltr $6.99 / 4 ltr $11.99

Moet Rose 750 ml 2/$94.99
Livingston All Flavors 1.5 ltr 2/$11.99  / 3 ltr $10.99

Andre Wine  All Flavors 2/$8.51
Arbor Mist 1.5 ltr 2/$12.30

Boone’s Farm All Flavors 750 ml 3/$7.56
Allegro Wine $7.99

Yellow Tail Wine All Flavors 750 ml $5.99 1.5 ltr $11.49
Kül Two 4-packs 12 oz $2.84

Milwaukee’s Best Two 4-packs 16 oz $5.50
Natural Ice Two 4-packs 16 oz $5.50

Steele Reserve Two 4-packs 16 oz $5.50
Old English Two 4-packs 16 oz $5.50

Craft Beers: Hop Happy, Louie’s Demise, New Belgium
Heineken 5 Liter Keg $18.99

Jose Cuervo 1 ltr $18.99 / 750 ml $14.99
Remy White 750 ml $29.99

Bacardi Rum All Flavors 1 ltr $13.99
Patron Silver 200 ltr 2/$22
Amsterdam 750 ml $10.40

Burnett’s 1 ltr $7.99 1.75 ltr $11.99
UV Vodka All Flavors 200 ml 3/$6.50
Tisdale All Flavors 750 ml 3/$8.99

Skyy Vodka All Flavors 1 ltr $12.99
Twenty Grand Cognac & Vodka 

375 ml $10.99 750 ml $20.99 
Absolut Vodka 750 ml $18.99

E&J VSOP 750 ml $9.99
Luc Belaire 750 ml $28.99

CASE PRICE
Steel Reserve 16 oz 4-pack $14.99

Milwaukee’s Best 16 oz 4-pack $15.49
Old English 16 oz 4-pack $15.49
Natural Ice 16 oz 4-pack $15.49

CASE PRICE
Amsterdam Vodka/Gin 200 ml $62.99

Korbel Brandy 200 ml $55.99
Paul Masson Brandy 200 ml $58.99

E&J Brandy 200 ml $62.99

2% Special Discount for Senior Citizens
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HOW LONG
IS LUKE’S
LIGHT
SABER?

RIVERWEST

PUBLIC HOUSE
COOPERATIVE

Open 
pm M−F
am 
Sat/Sun 
Brunch

 E. 
L S.
//


.

FIND OUT AT TRIVIA EVERY 
WEDNESDAY AT 7PM. 
TEAMS OF 4 (OR FEWER) SLING 
DAGOBAH MUD FOR FREE DRINKS.
 +  = $15  .

321 N. 25th St., Milwaukee, WI 53233
(414) 732-2234  fax (414) 238-2961

www.intecwi.com
We’ve

MOVED!

2730 N. Humboldt Blvd. • Milwaukee • 414.562.5540 • milwaukeebeerbistro.com
~  I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  R I V E R W E S T  ~

Milwaukee’s Newest Craft Beer Restaurant

• Fresh craft beers
• Beer-infused cooking
• Kitchen open late every night 
• Brunch on Saturday & Sunday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
• Polka Friday Fish Fry
• Milwaukee’s newest dining concept

RIVERWEST NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT

MONDAYS

HALF-PRICED DRINKS

6 P.M.-CLOSE 

ENJOY OUR PATIO DINING!

by Peggy Schultz

M ilwaukee Public Theatre 
has given its audience an 
amazing range of diverse, 
eclectic, entertaining and 

socially-relevant programming over its 
incredible 40-year run. It has never bowed 
to the status quo. MPT always has reached 
out – and up – for new and different ways 
to touch those lucky enough to be in 
attendance at one of its events.

To mark its 40th anniversary in 2014, the 
Steam Punk Circus of Metamorphosis 
on September 19 might surprise even the 
most loyal MPT fans with this “something 
for everyone” adventure that is both 
reminiscent and revolutionary in its design.

Dr. Teresa Kenny, current president of 
MPT’s board of directors, is understandably 
proud of the group’s success since its 
founding in 1974 by Dr. Barbara Leigh and 
Michael John Moynihan. Originally called 
Friends Mime Theatre, the goal then was 
and continues to be to provide humorous, 
socially-conscious and visually dynamic 
outreach to the Milwaukee community and 
beyond.

“A 40th anniversary is a big deal,” Kenny 
says, “to have a street theater stay in the 
game for so long.” 

To mark that impressive accomplishment 
in an anniversary event sufficiently, MPT 
board and staff began by assessing the 
group’s presence in the city.

“We do so many different things, we first 
thought about a menagerie,” Kenny says. 
“And then, we moved on to the idea of a 
circus – a little bit of everything.”

At least two major concepts factored into 
the planning of the anniversary production.

First, it was important to acknowledge that 
MPT has been consistent in its constant 
reinvention. Yet, as its supporters and 
fans will attest, it never has wavered from 
its original charge to be a theater of the 
people, providing free street theater to the 
community.

A second consideration was to look at 
whatever MPT was doing to be both socially 

relevant and transformative in the early part 
of the 21st century.

And, over-riding all of those concerns is 
that part of the group’s current mission is 
to open up MPT to even more people and 
engage a more diverse audience.

What is “Steampunk?”
Steampunk is a sub-genre of science fiction 
that usually features steam-driven machines 
in its story lines. As a subculture unto itself, 
beyond the world of fiction, it began in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s and grew over 
time, in part as a backlash to the “cyber 
punks” who emerged at the beginning of 
the 1980s in response to the growth of 
computer technology.

“Wait,” said steampunk advocates. “Not 
everything about technology is so great.” It 
was pointed out that the relatively simplistic 
process of creating energy with steam takes 
water and increases its capacity by 6,000. 
The steam that results then is used to power 
a variety of machines.

If you think of author Jules Verne, and the 
then-high-tech look of “20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea,” it might help you begin to 
get a feel for what steampunk is all about. 

Also, it’s a harkening back to both the 
Victorian and the Edwardian ages, and a 
sense that, in our current society, we need 
to learn the old ways so that we can survive 
the impending post-apocalyptic era that 

Milwaukee Public Theatre
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GO LOCALSampler

11am to 2pm at all store locations
SEPT. 13Saturday

Our favorite local vendors will be sampling their great foods 

and products as we celebrate the fall harvest. For a detailed list 

of vendors at each location please visit www.outpost.coop/events

 hardware • paint • lawn & garden
 lumber • windows & doors

plumbing • electrical Since 1904

1014 E. Chambers St., Milwaukee, WI 53212
414-264-5700 • www.bliffertlumber.com
HARDWARE STORE HOURS: Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Saturday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. • Sunday: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
LUMBER YARD HOURS: Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. • Saturday: 8 a.m.–Noon

12-1 Quart
$999

  
630473

PRESERVE NOW, 
ENJOY LATER!

12-1 Pint
$799

  
661144

CANNING JARS

Visit us at the
Eat Local Resource Fair
at the Urban Ecology Center

Saturday, Sept. 6 • 11 am - 3 pm

some feel is inevitable.

How appropriate, then, that MPT’s 40th 
anniversary, which looks back on its success 
and forward to new programs in the future, 
embraces the concept of a steampunk circus.

And it’s perhaps only slightly ironic that the 
Steampunk Circus of Metamorphosis will 
take place in the space MPT is renting on 
a month-by-month basis in the Shops of 
Grand Avenue Plankinton Building. 

Plankington Building: The 
Perfect Venue
The original building, the Plankinton House 
Hotel, was built in 1886 by John Plankinton, 
founder and owner of the Plankinton Meat 
Packing Company.

That first building was razed and what 
became known as the Plankinton Building 
was erected in 1915. It became part of the 
Grand Avenue complex in 1980. In recent 
years, as many of the original retail outlets 
moved out of the Grand Avenue, alternative 
use of the space, including for a variety of 
arts groups, has further transformed the 
Plankinton Building.

Kenny and some of MPT’s other supporters 
who are keyed in to development in 
Milwaukee now are concerned that the 
Shops of Grand Avenue, including the 
beautiful, historic Plankinton Building, 
could all be lost in the rush to build a new 
arena for the Milwaukee Bucks downtown.

Those dark concerns aside, it’s time to have 
some fun, while honoring the tremendous 

contributions MPT has made to the 
Milwaukee community and helping ensure 
it can continue to do so for the foreseeable 
future.

Not Your Typical Circus
“This is not gonna be your typical 
plastic circus,” Kenny says, with both an 
unmistakable enthusiasm and commitment 
in her voice. “This is a labor of love.”

Proceeds from the event will go to support 
MPT’s work going forward. The goal is 
to raise “40 for 40.” That is, to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary and to ensure future 
success, MPT has established a goal of 
raising $40,000 through the Steampunk 
Circus event. Tickets for the circus are 
$40 per person. Check out MPT’s website 
at milwaukeepublictheatre.org and click 
on the “40th Anniversary” link for more 
information.

While there will be additional surprises 
in store at the September 19 anniversary 
celebration, be assured you’ll see everything 
from belly dancers to dirigibles. You’ll be 
able to play games, watch magicians and 
jugglers, and get your fortune told. Slack 
rope walkers and face painters also will vie 
for your attention.

How about a fashion show put on by the 
Milwaukee Steampunk Society, including a 
wedding dress made entirely out of plastic 
bags? 

And, regardless of the specific activity 
taking place, people-watching will be a big 
part of the evening, especially if many of the 

attendees arrive in steampunk costumes, as 
the organizers expect.

Food and drink will be available as you 
look over the variety of items donated to 
the silent auction.

MPT – Still Going Strong!
Kenny and the entire MPT staff and board 
are determined to get the Milwaukee 
community as a whole to understand and 
appreciate “this hard-working theater that 
has persevered all these years,” Kenny says. 
“We’re 40 years old and still going strong.”

If You Go
(And you should go! This is an event 
that will be talked about for years. And it 
supports a great cause!)
40th Anniversary of  
Milwaukee Public Theatre!
Steampunk Circus of Metamorphosis
Friday, September 19
6 to 10 PM
Shops of Grand Avenue: Historic 
Plankinton Building
161 W. Wisconsin Avenue (just off the 
Rotunda)
Adults: $40  
Children $10
milwaukeepublictheatre.

40 Years of Metamorphosis
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MINDFULNESS MEDITATION  
The Path of Understanding and Love

A Dharma Class based on the teachings of the Buddha
6 Tuesdays   |   September 23 - October 28   |   7:00 to 9:00 pm 

Beginners and experienced meditators welcome
Offered on a donation basis

Led by Rodney Sanchez

In this class you will learn:
    • Mindfulness of the body
    • Sitting, walking & loving kindness meditations, and
    • How to bring mindfulness into your daily life.

Join this class to explore:  
    • The core of early Buddhist teachings,
    •  The environmental, societal & political impact of  

spiritual practice, and
    • How to be the peace you want to see in the world.

For more information call 414.921.1577
email OrdinaryDharma@sbcglobal.net
or visit MeditationMilwaukee.org

Tamarack Waldorf
 School

2628 N. Martin L. King Jr. Dr.   Milwaukee, WI 53212

        Be Inspired

414.277.0009    www.tamarackwaldorf.org     like us on facebook

2014-15: 9th Gr.     2015-16: 9th & 10th Gr.

Meet the teachers and tour our new High School location during 

our Fall information evenings:  Sept. 8th & Sept. 30th at 6pm

Riverwest 
Chiropractic 
Center
Helping you achieve better health.

Dr. Beth Ringwelski 
DC, CCSP

715 E. Locust St.

414.263.7066

riverwestchiro.com
(formerly  
Maedke Chiropractic)

Skilled in providing relief for 
• sports injuries
• personal, work, and auto injuries
• everyday aches and pains

Call for an appointment.

riverwest Currents is proud 
to sponsor Through a Lens 
Darkly directed by Thomas 

Allen Harris, with the Milwaukee Film 
Festival, scheduled for Sept 25-Oct 9. 
Dates, times and locations for the film’s 
screenings will be announced on the 
Currents website and Facebook page 
once the information is finalized.
From its invention more than 175 years ago 
to the present, photography has played an 
important role in documenting and shaping 
the African-American experience. It’s been 
used as both an instrument of oppression and 
a tool for social change, all the while defining 
and shaping images of “black” or “blackness” in 
American popular culture. 
Thomas Allen Harris’s film, part of a transmedia 
project surrounding the subject, aims to 
expose the hidden histories contained in 
these photographs, with contributions from 
Carrie Mae Weems, Anthony Barboza and 
many others that show just how prevalent this 
medium has been in chronicling a history from 
slavery all the way to the White House.

Inspired by Reflections in Black, a book by 
Deborah Willis – who also co-produces the 
film – Through a Lens Darkly casts a broad 
net that begins with filmmaker Thomas Allen 
Harris’s family album. It considers the difference 
between black photographers who use the 
camera to define themselves, their people, and 
their culture and some white photographers 
who, historically, have demeaned African-
Americans through racist imagery. 
The film embraces both historical material 
(African-Americans who we    re slaves, 
who fought in the Civil War, were victims of 
lynchings, or were pivotal in the Civil Rights 
Movement) and contemporary images made 
by such luminaries as Roy DeCarava, Gordon 
Parks, and Carrie Mae Weems. 
The film is a cornucopia of Americana that 
reveals deeply disturbing truths about the 
history of race relations while expressing 
joyous, life-affirming sentiments about the 
ability of artists and amateurs alike to assert 
their identity through the photographic lens. 

Learn More: Film Trailer:youtube./0dgHrU1T9a8

Habeas Lounge and RAA at Jazz Gallery Center for the Arts
thru 8.31.2014 www.habeasloungemke.org

Through A Lens Darkly:
Black Photographers and the Emergence of a People

through August 31, Jazz 
Gallery Center for the Arts 
hosts "Habeas Lounge 

Riverwest", a project of Los Angeles-
based artist Linda Pollack. The 
temporary "Lounge" is dedicated 
to "the fine art of the public 
hang out". To that end, Linda has 
programmed a series of daily coffee 
klatches, Sunday Potlucks, urban 
hikes, theater workshops and more, 
all in the service of connecting 
neighbors, and connecting different 
constituent groups of the Riverwest 
Artists Association (RAA) to each 
other. During Wednesday's (August 
27th) Coffee Klatch, map wranglers 
James Carlson and Adam Carr will 
explore our understanding of maps 
and we'll start the process of making 
our own.What are maps? What do 

they include and leave out? What kind 
of relationships are under the surface? 
What would your ideal map look and 
feel like?  We’ll brainstorm together, 
squeezing our knowledge into a pile 
in the middle of the Lounge and then 
figuring out how to give it a map-like 
shape.  For a full calendar of events: 
www.habeasloungemke.org

Hanging out at Habeas Lounge     
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SERVING THE RIVERWEST AREA SINCE 1949
PERSONAL SERVICES · CITYWIDE DELIVERY

Diagnosis and treatment of
Sexually Transmitted Diseases
HIV/AIDS Counseling and Testing

Call for an Appointment

414.264.8800
Check out our websites
holtonstreetclinic.org

stdspecialties.org
3251 N. Holton Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212

CREATIVE

PRECISION

riverwestyogashala.com

731 E. Locust St.  

IYENGAR YOGA

CALL FOR ARTISTS – Deadline: October 31- Open to all WI Fiber Artists  

WARPED MILWAUKEE  - Nov. 14-30 - 4th Annual Exhibition
A fiber art exhibition sponsored by ABK Weaving Center and Milwaukee Recreation  
Title and theme of show: “Motif”
When:  Opening night Nov. 14, 6-9PM – through Nov. 30.  
Open Tuesdays 6-8PM and Saturdays 12-5PM (other dates TBA) 
Where: Jazz Gallery Center for the Arts, 926 E Center St, Riverwest, MKE
Applications will be online in September at abkweavingcenter.blogspot.com  
Or email warpedmilwaukee@gmail.com

CALL FOR CRAFTERS – Deadline: November 5 - Open to all WI Fiber Artists

CRAFTERS’ MARKETPLACE Annual Holiday Sale – Nov. 29-30
Featuring over 20 local artisans and crafters 
Who: ABK Weaving Center and local crafters and artisans
When:  Nov 29 and 30, Noon-5PM 
Where: Jazz Gallery Center for the Arts, 926 E Center St, Riverwest, MKE
Applications for the sale will be available online or requested at 
warpedmilwaukee@gmail.com j e w e l o f i n d i a y o g a . c o m

For weekly yoga schedule visit:

Boutique Hours:
Friday 12-4pm
Saturday 12-4pm

826 E. Center St.
M i l w a u k e e
414 .264 .4205

Jewel of India Arts Boutique
Crystal Healing Chakra Baths
Ayurveda
Meditation
Yoga S tudio
Amrit Yoga 
  

J EWEL of  I ND I A

by Peggy Schulz
There’s always room – and fellowship, advice, even 
constructive criticism – at the Serenity Inn. This 
transitional living program for men in recovery from 
alcohol and drug addictions has helped hundreds 
of men rebuild their lives since it welcomed its first 
residents in April 2004.
Four thousand dollars doesn’t sound like much when 
you’re talking about buying an abandoned home 
and restoring it to the point of usefulness. But that’s 
exactly what five ELCA parishes raised in May 2002 
when they bought the building at 2825 W. Brown 
St. that would become the Serenity Inn. Through 
Habitat for Humanity, and with the help of scores of 
volunteers, the property was completely rebuilt.
Members of the five Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America congregations – Reformation, All Peoples, 
Cross, Hephatha and Incarnation – had formed 
Serenity Inns, Inc. in 2001. The Rev. Rick Deines 
was part of that original group, as Director of Urban 
Ministry for Milwaukee ELCA Lutherans. He traveled 
to Washington, DC, to learn about the Samaritan Inns 
program there, run through the ministry of Shared 
Hope. 
The combination of clear expectations and 

disciplines, and in-depth personal development and 
responsibility that was a hallmark of the Shared Hope 
program, became the foundation for the work done 
by staff and volunteers at Serenity Inn in Milwaukee.
At Serenity Inn, residents typically go through a 
seven-month program that takes them from a just-
out-of-detox status to a celebratory “rite of passage,” 
when they move out of the Inn and back into the 
community.
“Men who come to Serenity Inn to deal with their 
addictions bring with them a background of financial 
difficulty,” Deines says, in describing just some of the 
challenges the residents face in getting clean and 
sober. “A few have had well-paying jobs and lost them 
due to addiction. Others have had few resources most 
of their lives. Their work histories are spotty at best.”
Residents get basic, practical assistance in areas 
including job search and interviewing techniques, 
budgeting, purchasing decisions, and day-to-day 
activities of daily living, including a regular schedule 
of chores at the Inn.
Ellen Blathers, the Inn’s executive director, gives 
each resident a notebook in which they record their 
expenditures. Once they obtain work, the paychecks 
come to Blathers. A regular amount is deducted for 
their room and board. Each resident then also receives 
a stipend to use for personal expenses. And, upon 
graduation, the balance in their account is returned 
to them.
Blathers tells of the joy one resident shared with her 
recently, that “it feels so good to be able to pay my 
bills.” She knows of at least a few former residents, 
now leading successful, productive lives in the 
community, who have been able to buy their own 
homes.
In the first part of the program, the jobs Blathers and 
other staff members help the residents obtain are 

referred to as “therapeutic 
jobs,” just to help get them 
back in the habit of being 
accountable, Blathers says. 
When they’re closer to 
graduation, near the end 
of the seven months, the 
residents are encouraged to 
return to their pre-addiction 
fields of work.
“Money, or lack of it, can be 
a trigger,” Blathers says, “to a 

return to a life of drug and alcohol use.”
Blathers notes, though, that it’s the deeper, more 
spiritual focus on the value of each individual life that 
sets Serenity Inn apart from other rehab programs.
She describes the seven-month program at Serenity 
Inn:
“It’s a journey,” she says. “We tell our residents, ‘You 
need to start valuing yourself.’
“Our goal is to empower them to set standards for 
themselves, to realize the gifts and talents God has 
given them that are unique to them,” Blathers says.
Deines, now a member of the Serenity Inn board of 
directors, echoes that same emphasis on intangible 
assets.
“At Serenity Inn, economic abundance means seeing 
the abundance of one’s own personal gifts, the value 
of the relationships the residents have turned their 
backs on, and the healing role that a regular work 
regimen and paycheck, while beginning to pay 
one’s own way for staying at the Inn, can play for a 
recovering alcoholic or drug user.”
Dinner fellowship plays a vital role in Serenity Inn’s 
success, not just for current residents, but also for the 
“alumni club.”
At a recent “Rite of Passage” dinner fellowship 
celebration for a man who had completed the seven-
month program, each person present offered words 
of encouragement for him as he prepared to go back 
out into society and begin a new life as a sober, clean 
individual.
“It’s the pace, not the race,” advised Lionel Clay, the 
addictions counselor at Serenity Inn. 
One of the members of the alumni club who had 
gone through his own rite of passage talked about 
the rewards of seeing the entire life cycle of recovery 
while staying at Serenity Inn.
Doing the “next right thing” were additional words 
of wisdom voiced by one of the men sitting around 
a group table, enjoying a dinner of Sloppy Joes, fruit 
salad and dessert. Each night’s dinner is provided by a 
different group of volunteers.
For the residents of Serenity Inn, managing personal 
finances is an important part of their continued 
recovery, both physically and spiritually. It’s just one of 
the challenges and temptations they face “out there,” 
as one graduate put it, where “it’s very scary.”
But with the hard work of the staff members and 
the incredible cadre of volunteers, including the 
fellowship provided by alumni club members, 
Serenity Inn graduates can once again make both 
literal and figurative, positive contributions to the 
greater Milwaukee community.

serenity inn: a true, local investment in humanity

by Kristin Mannion 
As a junior in college I applied to participate 
in a class called the Theological Ethics of Food 
Cooperatives at the University of Notre Dame. 
This class had 2 purposes: 1. Fulfill my second 
level theology requirement 2. Fulfill the vision 
of a justice-oriented professor and start a food 
cooperative in a low-income, food desert in 
downtown South Bend, IN. Our class, along with 
community support, the Catholic Worker House, 
and the generously donated space of a local 
drop-in center began the Monroe Park Grocery 
Co-op in 2011. The co-op was, and is, intended 
to build community among the residents of 
the Monroe Park neighborhood, and to offer 
reasonably priced, local food to all it’s members. 

The co-op was created under the umbrella of the 
501(c)3 non-profit organization, Our Lady of the 
Road Drop-In Center. This organization provides 
overnight shelter from October-March every year 
for homeless men, and it also acts a welcome 
respite for families who need to do laundry and 
get a hot breakfast each weekend. When we first 
began we used grant money from Notre Dame 
to purchase inventory, which we then set up 
in the main dining room of the drop-in center 
every Saturday after the drop-in activities were 
complete. We subsequently took it down at 
the end of each weekend.  The inventory was 
purchased by volunteers and sold at cost, in 
line with our mission of providing affordable 
food.  After starting the business the class 
focused on setting up basic business functions 
(inventory purchasing, vendor relationships, 
communications, EBT, etc.) to sustain the co-op 
once the class ended.

 Professor	 margaret	 Pfeil,	 a	 theology	
professor	 and	 staff	 member	 at	 the	 center	
for	 Social	 concerns,	 said	 the	 idea	 for	 the	
co-op	 was	 developed	 during	 the	 spring	 of	
2011	 after	 the	 catholic	 Worker	 community	
asked	residents	of	monroe	Park	where	 	they	
purchased	groceries.
“there	 really	 is	 no	 accessible	 grocery	 store	
nearby	that	offers	healthy	food	at	affordable	
prices,”	 Pfeil	 said.	 “Lots	 of	 people	 said	 they	
either	 borrowed	 a	 car	 or	 got	 a	 ride	 from	
a	 friend	 to	 Wal-mart.”	 	 Quote	 from	 tHE	
oBSERVER,	 a	 student	 run	 daily	 newspaper	
serving	 Notre	 dame	 and	 Saint	 mary’s.	
monroe	Park	qualifies	as	a	food	desert,	Pfeil	
said,	which	is	a	neighborhood	that	is	located	
more	than	one	mile	away	from	a	full-service	
source	of	food.
Currently the co-op has fully dedicated space, 
and is open on Fridays from 12-6pm, and on 
Saturdays from 9am-2pm. Members provide 
equity to the co-op either by paying a yearly 
fee or by volunteering at the rate of 3 hours per 
month. The co-op has core membership and 
volunteer base in the Monroe Park community.

Monroe Park Co-op
A Model for  Food Deserts 
South Bend, Indiana
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Body 
Mind 

Emotions  
Spirit 

Classes now offered in Riverwest!! 
w/ Barb Wesson, Nia Trainer 

Instigator of Inspiration 
 

Tuesday & Thursday 4:30p-5:30p 
Friday 8:30a-9:30a 

$5-$10 pay what you can afford 
 

Nianow.com/b-wesson 
414-467-5862     2550 N. Weil Street 

 

Engage your Self—Join the Dance 

More

sep 25-oCt 9 MILWAUKEE FILM 
FESTIVAL mkefilm.org     
1 monday    
labor day    
laborfest milwaUKee 
Summerfest grounds Live music, 
food, beverages, auto show, kids’ 
activities Noon-5PM 
2 tUesday    
CafÉ Corazon 3129 N 
Bremen, Tu y Yo Tuesdays: 
$2 Tacos & 2-4 -1 Drinks 8PM 
/ Free Spanish Class 10PM  
gaenslen sChool 1250 E 
Burleigh, Food Pantry, 4:30-
6:30PM 
miramar theatre 2844 N 
Oakland, Tuesday Open Mic (see 
ad Page 12) 7:30PM $2
nia Class 2550 N Weil, w/ Barb 
Wesson) 4:30-5:30PM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 
815 E Locust, Bingo, Burlesque & 
Drag, 8PM 
riverwest yogashala 731 E 
Locust, Gentle Yoga,  11AM 
Uptowner 1032 E Center, 
Turntable Tuesday w/ DJ Doc B  
 3 wednesday    
all peoples ChUrCh 2600 N 
2nd St, Food Pantry, 1-2PM 
art bar 722 E Burleigh, Live 
Music w/Benny K,  10PM 
ClUb timbUKtU 520 E Center, 
Hip Hop Open Mic   
friends meeting hoUse 
3224 N Gordon Pl, Non-Violent 
Communication Practice Group, 
7-9PM 
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Acoustic Open Stage: feat. 
Reigning Sparrows 9PM Sign-up, 
9:30 Start 
marQUette University 
law sChool 1215 W Michigan 
St,  TALK: Venezuelan Supreme 
Court Justice Fernando Vegas 
Torrealba, 12:15-5:15PM 
river rhythms Pere Marquette 
Park, Bonus Concert! Sam Llanas 
(formerly of BoDeans) 6:30-9PM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust, Trivia, 7PM 
 4 thUrsday    
ClUb timbUKtU 520 E Center, 
Chocolate Ice 2   
nia Class 2550 N Weil, w/ Barb 
Wesson (see ad Page 12) 4:30-
5:30PM 
river revitalization 
foUndation 2134 N Riverboat 
Rd,  20th Anniversary Picnic in 
the Park! (milwaukeerrf.org)  
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 
815 E Locust, Night School: The 
Making of Milwaukee w/ John 
Gurda 6PM $6
5 friday    
art bar 722 E Burleigh, Live 
Music w/Beat Music Series, 10PM 
beer bistro 2730 N Humboldt, 
Beer-Infused Accordion Music 
(see ad Page 8) 6-9PM 
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, GoGo 
Slow, Law And Love 8PM / DJ 
Ching Suru Sound 10PM  
first Unitarian ChUrCh 
1342  N Astor St,  First Friday Free 
Films: Groundhog Day 7PM 

linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Harmonica Blowout w/Jim Liban, 
Steve Cohen, Lil’ Rev   
mad planet 533 E Center, 
Retro Dance Party 9PM $5
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 
815 E Locust, Alex Body, Stacian, 
Storm Chaser, Fielded  9PM $5
riverwest yogashala 731 
E Locust, $5 Restorative Focus, 
5:45PM 
6 satUrday    
art bar 722 E Burleigh, Live 
Music w/Dark Sarcasm, 10PM 
Chain reaCtion art exhibit 
926 E Center, Opening Night 
Reception at Jazz Gallery  6-10PM 
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, 
Samson, Cream City Gypsys 8PM 
/ DJ Brett Allen 10PM  
east side green marKet 
1901 E North Ave (more info at 
theeastside.org) 10AM-2PM 
harvest metaphysiCal 
festival 7300 Chestnut St, 
Wauwatosa alternative medicine 
arts event w/reiki, readers, 
vendors  Noon-7PM 
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
William Z Villain w/Flag Signals, 
Iron Bell  9:30PM 
mad planet 533 E Center, 
Herman Astro release show w/
Bryan Cherry, DJ Tarik Moody 
9PM $8
miramar theatre 2844 N 
Oakland, Sun Stereo, The Coop 
8PM $7-12
riverwest food pantry 924 
E Clarke, For residents of 53212 & 
53211 zip codes, 8:30-11AM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust, Midwest Beat (release 
show), Tenement, Head on 
Electirc, Get Drunk Djs 9PM 
rrf offiCe 2134 N Riverboat 
Rd, Walking Group, all welcome! 
10-11AM 
Urban eCology Center 1500 
E Park Pl, 8th Annual Eat Local 
Resource Fair: Navigating the 
Local Food Network 11AM-3PM 
donations
7 sUnday    
betty brinn Children’s 
mUseUm 929 E Wisconsin Av, 
Grandparents get in free day  
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, Mary 
Rodgers, Prof. Pinkerton and His 
One-Man-Band-jo 8PM / DJ Miss 
LaFontaine 10PM 
ColeCtivo prospeCt 2211 N 
Prospect,  Gospel Brunch 11AM-
1PM 
riverwest gardeners 
marKet 821 E Locust, The City 
Pines (see ad Page 5) NOON-3PM 
8 monday    
ColeCtivo Humboldt & 
Chambers RNA Safety Committee 
Meeting 7PM 
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Poet’s Monday, 7:30PM / feat. 
Greg 9PM    $10
tamaraCK high sChool 
2628 N Martin Luther King Jr 
Dr,  EVENT: Waldorf High School 
Information Evening (see ad 
Page 10) 6PM 

9 tUesday    
CafÉ Corazon 3129 N 
Bremen, Tu y Yo Tuesdays: 
$2 Tacos & 2-4 -1 Drinks 8PM 
/ Free Spanish Class 10PM  
gaenslen sChool 1250 E 
Burleigh, Food Pantry, 4:30-
6:30PM 
gordon parK pavilion 
Humboldt & Locust, RNA Monthly 
Meeting: All Riverwesters 
welcome! 7PM 
linneman’s  1001 E Locust,  
Riverwest Elders Wisdom 
Gathering - Potluck Lunch 11AM-
1:30PM 
miramar theatre 2844 N 
Oakland, Tuesday Open Mic (see 
ad Page 12) 7:30PM $2
nia Class 2550 N Weil, w/ Barb 
Wesson (see ad Page 12) 4:30-
5:30PM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust, Bingo, Burlesque, Drag, 
8PM 
riverwest yogashala 731 E 
Locust, Gentle Yoga,  11AM 
t’ai Chi Center 733 E Locust 
St,  Introductory workshop 
10:30AM-12:30PM; 6:30-8PM $10
Uptowner 1032 E Center, 
Turntable Tuesday w/ DJ Doc B  
Urban eCology Center 
1500 E Park Pl, 350.org meeting: 
Ecological Economics w/MATC 
Economics teacher Jim Carpenter 
7PM 
10 wednesday    
all peoples ChUrCh 2600 N 
2nd St, Food Pantry, 1-2PM 
art bar 722 E Burleigh, Live 
Music w/Benterman,  10PM 
ClUb timbUKtU 520 E Center, 
Hip Hop Open Mic   
friends meeting hoUse 
3224 N Gordon Pl, Non-Violent 
Communication Practice Group, 
7-9PM 
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Acoustic Open Stage:  feat. Chris 
& Paul 9PM Sign-up, 9:30 Start  $5
mad planet 533 E Center, 
Sole & DJ Pain 1 w/ Yo DOT, The 
Calamity Janes FSB 9PM $8
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust,  Trivia, 7PM $5
Urban eCology Center 
1500 E Park Pl, Friends of Real 
Food Potluck and Discussion; 
register at urbanecologycenter.
org 6-8PM 
Uwm planetariUm 1900 
E Kenwood Blvd,  Astrobreak: 
Adventure in the Stratosphere I 
12:15-12:45PM 
Uwm planetariUm 1900 E 
Kenwood Blvd,  Stargazing 8-9PM 
11 thUrsday    
ClUb timbUKtU 520 E Center, 
Chocolate Ice 2   
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Benefit for World Peace & the 
Environment; Robin Pleur, Peter 
Roller, Evan Christian  7PM $7
miramar theatre 2844 
N Oakland, Wick-It The 
Instigator & NiT GriT; Frequency 
Thieves, Apple Country 
Wick-It The Instigator & NiT 

GriT; Frequency Thieves, Apple 
Country 9PM $12-20
nia Class 2550 N Weil, w/ Barb 
Wesson 4:30-5:30PM 
redline gallery 1422 N 4th 
St,  Contemporary Teen Night: 
hands-on activities, printmaking 
5-7PM 
world peaCe and the 
environment   Linnemans,  
EVENT: Fundraiser feat. Robin 
Pluer & Peter Roller, Evan 
Christian 7PM 
    
12 friday    
art bar 722 E Burleigh, Art 
opening w/live music by The 
Flood (see ad PAGE 15) 7PM 
beer bistro 2730 N Humboldt, 
Beer-Infused Accordion Music 
(see ad Page 8) 6-9PM 
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, TBA 
8PM / DJ Seedy 10PM  
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, The 
Natural Facts CD release w/Aluar 
Pearls  9PM $5
mad planet 533 E Center, 
Retro Dance Party 9PM $5
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 
815 E Locust,  Hotdogs and 
Hamburgers Comedy Tour 
Fundraiser! 9PM 
riverwest yogashala 731 
E Locust, $5 Restorative Focus, 
5:45PM 
Uwm planetariUm 1900 E 
Kenwood Blvd,  The Red Planet: 
past, current, and future rovers 
on Mars 7-8PM $3
woodland pattern 720 E 
Locust,  MOVIE: The Plants Are 
Listening (see ad Page 15) 7PM 
    
13 satUrday    
art bar 722 E Burleigh, Live 
Music w/Soulfoot Mombits, 
10PM 
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, TBA 
8PM / DJ Mil-Dew Jays 10PM  
east side green marKet 
1901 E North Ave (more info at 
theeastside.org) 10AM-2PM 
Jazz gallery 926 E Center, 
Manty Ellis and Jazz Gallery All-
Stars,  7PM donation
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Graham Weber CD release 
w/Wolfgang Schaefer, Lyric 
Advisory Board 9PM $6
mad planet 533 E Center, The 
Get Down Dance Party 10PM $5
mad planet 533 E Center, 
Canopies w/GGOOLLDD and Rio 
Turbo; DJ Wax Addicts 9PM $5
miramar theatre 2844 N 
Oakland, Hocico, Hardwire 7PM 
$24-28
riverwest food pantry 924 
E Clarke, For residents of 53212 & 
53211 zip codes, 8:30-11AM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust,  Monotaur, Blind Tarzan, 
Hi/Jack 9PM 
saints peter & paUl bloCK 
party 2491 N Murray Av,  Live 
music, food, games, beverages 
(see ad PAGE 7) 2PM-11PM 
14 sUnday    
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, Rose 
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FALCON BOWL
Great Drinks! 

Great Bowling!
801 E. Clarke St.

414-264-0680

More
on 
the 
web
www.riverwestcurrents.org
Pdf  of  paper
Select stories
More  graphics

˘ ˘ ˘
Gee Willickers!

2578 N. Dousman St. ˘ 372-4559 
— Corner of Dousman & Clarke —

Open 12 PM-2 AM

World’s Greatest Jukebox

RIVERWEST TAVERN

 900 East Auer • 3 TVs • 414 265-8389

The Neighborhood Spot With Working People Prices 
BADGER SATURDAYS  •  PACKER SUNDAYS

Happy Hour, 1-6PM, Mon-Fri, $2 Beers & Rails • Outdoor Seating • Pizzas

Margaritas
From Scratch 

•
Sundays

Build Your Own 
Bloody Marys

During Green Bay Games
Free Jello Shots  

When Packers Score  
Touchdown or Field Goal

FOOTBALL

Frosted Mugs  
 $6 Pitchers of  

Lite or High Life  
During     Games  

On Fire 8PM / DJ Frank Frank 
10PM  
riverwest gardeners 
marKet 821 E Locust, Green 
Sails (see ad Page 5) NOON-3PM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust,  Night School: Sexual 
Education for Adults 6PM $5
    
15 monday    
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Poet’s Monday 7:30PM / feat. 
Kelsey Harris 9PM  
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust,  Theology on Tap 7PM 
$5
salem lUtheran ChUrCh 
2400 N Cramer, Narcotics 
Anonymous Meeting: Open to 
the public every third Monday, 
7:30PM 
16 tUesday    
CafÉ Corazon 3129 N Bremen, 
Tu y Yo Tuesdays: $2 Tacos & 2-4 
-1 Drinks 8PM / Free Spanish 
Class 10PM (see ad Page 8)
eConomiC abUndanCe 
Conversation 631 N 19th St 
(& Wisconsin),  Panel discussion, 
light meal (see story Page 1) 5PM 
$5
gaenslen sChool 1250 E 
Burleigh, Food Pantry, 4:30-
6:30PM 
miramar theatre 2844 N 
Oakland, Tuesday Open Mic (see 
ad Page 12) 7:30PM $2
nia Class 2550 N Weil, w/ Barb 
Wesson (see ad Page 12) 4:30-
5:30PM 
people’s booKs 804 E Center, 
Jacobin Reading Group,  7PM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust,  Bingo, Burlesque, Drag, 
8PM 
riverwest yogashala 731 E 
Locust, Womyn of Color,  7:15PM 
t’ai Chi Center 733 E Locust 
St,  Introductory workshop 
10:30AM-12:30PM; 6:30-8PM $10
Uptowner 1032 E Center, 
Turntable Tuesday w/ DJ Doc B  
17 wednesday    
all peoples ChUrCh 2600 N 
2nd St, Food Pantry, 1-2PM 
art bar 722 E Burleigh, Live 
Music w/Eric Zyla, 10PM 
boswell booKs 2559 N 
Downer, United We Read, feat. 
UWM Creative Writing Program 
writers 7PM 
ClUb timbUKtU 520 E Center, 
Hip Hop Open Mic   
friends meeting hoUse 
3224 N Gordon Pl, Non-Violent 
Communication Practice Group, 
7-9PM 
haggerty mUseUm 530 N 13th 
St,  BOOK LAUNCH: Milwaukee-
based Kevin Miyazaki, author 
of Perimeter: A Contemporary 
Portrait of Lake Michigan 6PM 
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Acoustic Open Stage: feat. Nate 
Moralez 9PM Sign-up, 9:30 Start  
$5
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust, Trivia, 7PM 
Uwm planetariUm 1900 
E Kenwood Blvd,  Astrobreak: 
Adventure in the Stratosphere II 
12:15-12:45PM 
    
18 thUrsday    
boswell booKs 2559 N 
Downer, Wisconsinite Michael 
Perry, author of The Scavengers 
7PM 
ClUb timbUKtU 520 E Center, 

Chocolate Ice 2   
Jazz gallery art Center 
926 E Center,  Riverwest Elders 
Craft & Art Group, 1-3:30PM 
nia Class 2550 N Weil, w/ Barb 
Wesson (see ad Page 12) 4:30-
5:30PM 
19 friday    
beer bistro 2730 N Humboldt, 
Beer-Infused Accordion Music 
(see ad Page 8) 6-9PM 
biKe-in movie Marsupial Bridge 
Media Garden, Holton St Viaduct, 
Pippi Longstocking and A League 
Of Their Own (facebook) 8PM 
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, Chris 
Demay, Lisa Ridgely, Old Earth 
8PM / DJ Brian Kirk 10PM  
mad planet 533 E Center, 
Retro Dance Party 9PM $5
milwaUKee pUbliC theatre 
161 W Wisconsin Ave,  Steampunk 
Circus of Metamorphosis benefit 
(see story Pages 8-9) 6-10PM 
$10-50
miramar theatre 2844 N 
Oakland, Cosmic Railroad 7PM 
$10
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 
815 E Locust, The TurnUp! Dance 
Party 9PM $6
riverwest yogashala 731 
E Locust, $5 Restorative Focus, 
5:45PM 
Uwm planetariUm 1900 E 
Kenwood Blvd,  The Red Planet: 
past, current, and future rovers 
on Mars 7-8PM $3
 20 satUrday    
art bar 722 E Burleigh, Live 
Music w/Vigil & Theives,  10PM 
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, 
Aimless Blades, The Carolinas 
8PM / DJ The Brains 10PM  
doors open milwaUKee  
doorsopenmilwaukee.org 10AM-
5PM 
east side green marKet 
1901 E North Ave (more info at 
theeastside.org) 10AM-2PM 
Jazz gallery 926 E Center, 
Clamnation,  7PM donation
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Daniel & The Lion w/Sleepwalkers  
9PM 
riverwest food pantry 924 
E Clarke, For residents of 53212 & 
53211 zip codes, 8:30-11AM 
Uptowner 1032 E Center, 
130th Anniversary Block Party, 
11AM start 
 21 sUnday    
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, Mark 
E. Lee & Paul Setser 8PM / DJ Trail 
Boss Tim Cook 10PM  
doors open milwaUKee  
doorsopenmilwaukee.org 10AM-
5PM 
riverwest gardeners 
marKet 821 E Locust, Rocket 
Paloma (see ad Page 5) NOON-
3PM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust, Cribbage Tournament 
12PM; David Flowers Smooth 
Jazz 7pm Noon 
    
22 monday    
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Poet’s Monday 7:30PM / feat. 
Sylvia Cavanagh 9PM  $6
23 tUesday    
CafÉ Corazon 3129 N Bremen, 
Tu y Yo Tuesdays: $2 Tacos & 2-4 
-1 Drinks 8PM / Free Spanish 
Class 10PM (see ad Page 8)
dry hootCh Coffee hoUse 
1130 E Brady, Riverwest Elders 
Conversation Gathering, 4PM-

6PM 
first day of aUtUmn    
gaenslen sChool 1250 E 
Burleigh, Food Pantry, 4:30-
6:30PM 
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, The 
Stevens w/Sat. Nite Duets, Piles  
9PM 
mindfUlness meditation  
Dharma class, Tuesdays thru 
Oct 28 (see ad Page 10) 7-9PM 
donation
miramar theatre 2844 N 
Oakland, Tuesday Open Mic (see 
ad Page 12) 7:30PM $2
nia Class 2550 N Weil, w/ Barb 
Wesson (see ad Page 12) 4:30-
5:30PM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust, Bingo, Burlesque, Drag, 
8PM $5
riverwest yogashala 731 E 
Locust, Womyn of Color,  7:15PM 
t’ai Chi Center 733 E Locust 
St,  Classes; see taichicenter.org 
11AM-12:30PM; 6:30-8PM
Uptowner 1032 E Center, 
Turntable Tuesday w/ DJ Doc B  
24 wednesday    
all peoples ChUrCh 2600 N 
2nd St, Food Pantry, 1-2PM 
ClUb timbUKtU 520 E Center, 
Hip Hop Open Mic   
friends meeting hoUse 
3224 N Gordon Pl, Non-Violent 
Communication Practice Group, 
7-9PM 
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Acoustic Open Stage: feat. False 
Flag Renaissance 9PM Sign-up, 
9:30 Start $6
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust, Trivia, 7PM $6
Uwm planetariUm 1900 
E Kenwood Blvd,  Astrobreak: 
Adventure in the Stratosphere III 
12:15-12:45PM 
 25 thUrsday    
City marKet 2205 E Capitol Dr, 
Riverwest Elders Birthday Lunch 
Group 12:30-2PM 
ClUb timbUKtU 520 E Center, 
Chocolate Ice 2  
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, Joe 
Firstman & The Cordovas  8:30PM 
nia Class 2550 N Weil, w/ Barb 
Wesson (see ad Page 12) 4:30-
5:30PM 
    
26 friday    
beer bistro 2730 N Humboldt, 
Beer-Infused Accordion Music 
(see ad Page 8) 6-9PM 
boswell booKs 2559 N 
Downer, Local Author Christine 
M. Merritt, author of Once Upon 
a Time in China: Worms, Cha, and 
a Harmonious Society 7PM 
Central library 814 W 
Wisconsin Av, Milwaukee County 
Genealogical Society Monthly 
Program 1:30PM 
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, Seven 
Costanza, Behind The Weekend 
8PM / DJ Fazio 10PM  
florentine opera 926 E 
Burleigh St,  At the Center Series: 
Season Sampler (tickets at 
florentineopera.org) 7:30PM 
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Sam Llanas (formerly of Bodeans)  
8PM 
mad planet 533 E Center, 
Retro Dance Party 9PM $5
riverwest yogashala 731 
E Locust, $5 Restorative Focus, 
5:45PM 
Uwm planetariUm 1900 E 
Kenwood Blvd,  The Red Planet: 

past, current, and future rovers 
on Mars 7-8PM $3
27 satUrday    
art bar 722 E Burleigh, Live 
Music w/The Flood Brothers,  
10PM 
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, The 
Grovelers, The Hullmen 8PM / DJ 
Lemonie Fresh 10PM  
east side green marKet 
1901 E North Ave (more info at 
theeastside.org) 10AM-2PM 
florentine opera 926 E 
Burleigh St,  At the Center Series: 
Season Sampler (tickets at 
florentineopera.org) 7:30PM 
Jazz gallery 926 E Center, 
Three.Stacks.Elliot 7PM 
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Grasping At Straws CD release 
w/Caley Conway & the Lucy 
Cukes, Pay the Devil, Renegade 
Lightning Rebellion  9PM 
maKer faire milwaUKee State 
Fair Park,  makerfairemilwaukee.
com 9AM-6PM 
miramar theatre 2844 N 
Oakland, WhiteWater Ramble, 
Evergreen 9PM $10-20
riverwest food pantry 924 
E Clarke, For residents of 53212 & 
53211 zip codes, 8:30-11AM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust,  Latin Night!  $5
    
28 sUnday    
CirCle a 932 E Chambers, 
Frankie Teardrop 8PM / DJ Sextor 
10PM  $5
maKer faire milwaUKee State 
Fair Park,  makerfairemilwaukee.
com 9AM-5PM 
people’s booKs 804 E Center, 
Red Scare: A Book Club,  2:30-
4PM 
riverwest gardeners 
marKet 821 E Locust, Jordan 
Baas (see ad Page 5) NOON-3PM 
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust, New Word Document 
7PM 
 29 monday    
linneman’s  1001 E Locust, 
Poet’s Monday 7:30PM / feat. 
Jessi Harrison 9PM  $10
30 tUesday    
CafÉ Corazon 3129 N Bremen, 
Tu y Yo Tuesdays: $2 Tacos & 2-4 
-1 Drinks 8PM / Free Spanish 
Class 10PM (see ad Page 8) $5
gaenslen sChool 1250 E 
Burleigh, Food Pantry, 4:30-
6:30PM 
mindfUlness meditation  
Dharma class, Tuesdays thru 
Oct 28 (see ad Page 10) 7-9PM 
donation
miramar theatre 2844 N 
Oakland, Tuesday Open Mic (see 
ad Page 12) 7:30PM $2
nia Class 2550 N Weil, w/ Barb 
Wesson (see ad Page 12)  
riverwest pUbliC hoUse 815 
E Locust,  Bingo, Burlesque, Drag, 
8PM 
riverwest yogashala 731 E 
Locust, Womyn of Color,  7:15PM 
t’ai Chi Center 733 E Locust 
St,  Classes; see taichicenter.org 
11AM-12:30PM; 6:30-8PM
tamaraCK high sChool 
2628 N Martin Luther King Jr 
Dr,  EVENT: Waldorf High School 
Information Evening (see ad 
Page 10) 6PM 
Uptowner 1032 E Center, 
Turntable Tuesday w/ DJ Doc B 
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28 Years Experience
No Job Too Big or Too Small

• Cars
• Trucks
• Foreign
• Domestic

Phone: 414-963-2120

3434 N. Holton St.
Ask for Tony Coffaro

Your Neighborhood Realtor
Over 20 years experience on the

East Side, Riverwest, and all over town!
Free market estimates for sellers.
Expert help for first time buyers.

Fair, no pressure service!

Call Norm Terapak, Broker
414-315-7698

Terapak Realty & Management, Inc.
www.terapakrealty.comRIVERWEST WINDOW & GLASS

833 E. Center St. (& Bremen)
414.916.0006

NEW VINYL
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS!
Windows, Doors, Cabinets, Shelves, Pictures

Privacy Glass,Tempered, Energy Efficient, Colors, Mirrors

PEPE
FOR FREE ESTIMATES ON
Siding, Trimming, Roofing, Chimney Repairs,
Gutters, Cement Work, Driveways,
Windows, Tile Floors/Walls, Plumbing,
or Whole House Remodeling

LET US MAKE YOUR HOME BEAUTIFUL!

GIVE ME A CALL
(414) 350-9363

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

 Confidential Brain 
Imaging Study 

Marijuana Users and Non-Users 
16 – 25 year olds, right handed 

 
Research MRI* of Brain & Stomach, Thinking 

Games & Puzzles, Physical Fitness 
Assessment, 8 Hours over 5 Sessions 

Confidential, paid medical background 
interview with parent 

$340 and souvenir image of your brain 
 for completing all sessions 

 
*MRI is like an x-ray but safer.  You cannot have any 

permanent metal in or on your body. 

Call Dr. Lisdahl at 

414-229-6561 
 

• Emission Testing & Repair
• Engine & Transmission
• Brakes
• Suspension
• Exhaust
• Oil Change
• Tune Ups
• Tires & Batteries
• Glass Repair
• Towing Available

OPEN
8AM-5PM

Monday-Friday
8AM-Noon on Saturday

414-312-8611
909 E. Locust St.

(& Bremen, 2 blocks west of Humboldt)

Manyo Motors
Affordable Auto Repair

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Roofing for Riverwest

(and beyond)

Design • Build • Repair
Homes & Garages

CALL
Dan the Answer Man: 414.412.0510 

Tom the Fiddler: 414.372.8307

Licensed & Insured

WANTED
Driver for local moves.  

Clean record.  
With one year driving semi truck. 

Call David 414.379.9763

	  

TREE & SHRUB SERVICE Reasonable, reliable, 20 
years experience working for you and with you. Call 
John 414.963.6134.

OUTDOOR HANDYMAN 414.374.4447 Hauling, 
cleanouts, tree & shrub work. Removals: brush, 
weeds, vines, leaves, roots & debris.

ECONOMIC ABUNDANCE CONVERSATION Tue, Sep 
16, 5PM, at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 631 N 19th 
St, $5 suggested donation for light meal (see front 
page). Register at sherri.walker@marquette.edu

PICNIC IN THE PARK! River Revitalization 
Foundation, 20th Anniversary Picnic in the Park, 
Thursday, Sep 4 (more info at milwaukeerrf.org).

MILWAUKEE PUBLIC THEATRE 40th Anniversary 
Celebration, Historic Plankinton Building, 161 W 
Wisconsin Av, Friday, September 19 (see pages 
8-9).

DOORS OPEN MKE Volunteers and Sponsors 
needed for the hugely popular Doors Open 
Milwaukee event on Sep 20 & 12. To help out, go to 
historicmilwaukee.org or call 414.277.7795.

 ((( CLASSIFIEDS )))  Great deal - 20 words for 
just $10, or 30 words for $15! Tell the neighbors 
about your magic beans, product, event, rental, 
job opening, etc. Use form on Page 3 or email 
LeeRWC@gmail.com by the 20th of the month.

((( ADVERTISE )))  Best rates in town! Get biz buzzing 
with an ad in yer friendly local paper. Smart readers 
all over the East Side, Riverwest, Brewers Hill, 
Harambee, Downtown, Shorewood, and Bay View 
areas.  CALL 414.265.7278 or LeeRWC@gmail.com.
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Rustic Italian food

Local ingredients used  
whenever possible

Smart wine selection  
& craft cocktails

Available for private parties

Voted most romantic  
restaurant

real good food since 1973                                          

breakfast, lunch, supper & shopping
1901 E. North Ave. • 414-278-7878
Open 7 days a week • 8:am-9:pm

market,
deli, café
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PUEBLO FOODS • Groceries • Hot Deli • Liquor
2029 N. Holton St.  •  414-372-7172

Open Daily  •  7:30AM-9PM
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

WE DELIVER - $5 Delivery Charge
(No Sunday Delivery)

Puerto Rican, Mexican 

& Jamaican Groceries

Fresh 

Meat 

Counter

Delicious Hot DeliHome Cooked Puerto Rican & Mexican Food Weekly SpecialsCarry OutsCatering

Wine, Beer & Liquor Section

HOT DELI COUPON
4 Chicken Enchiladas $5.99

2 Chicken Chimichangas $3.99
PUEBLO FOODS • 2029 N. Holton • 414-372-7172

Open Daily 7:30AM-9PM

WINE COUPON
Tisdale (750 ml) 3 for $9.99

Carlo Rossi (4L) $12.99
Yellow Tail (750 ml) $5.99
Yellow Tail (1.5L) $11.99 

PUEBLO FOODS • 2029 N. Holton • 414-372-7172

Open Daily 7:30AM-9PM

HOT DELI COUPON
4 Tacos $5.99

Chicken or Beef
2 Sandwiches $9.99

Cubano, Ham & Cheese, or Steak & Cheese
PUEBLO FOODS • 2029 N. Holton • 414-372-7172

Open Daily 7:30AM-9PM

O�ering hope and changing lives, 
one household at a time

             

(414) 383-7792
thecommunitywarehouse.org

521 S. 9th Street, Milwaukee 10am-5pm
10am-6pm

9am-3pm

Tues-Thurs
Fri
Sat

Providing a�ordable home improvement products 
for Milwaukee’s Development Zone.

organizations, businesses and residential property owners in Milwaukee’s 
Community Development Block Grant neighborhoods are eligible for 
membership. Annual membership fees: $25 for individuals, $100 
$150 for residential business. Visit or call and learn how to become a member.

ceramic
vinyl

pre-mix mortar & grout

September 5-18

TILE
Sale


